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This Request for Proposal is for legal counsel assistance concerning the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
Economic Development Program, the Pyramid Lake Economic Development Plan Volumes 1 & 2, and the 
Pyramid Lake Economic Development Plan Investment Plan. 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Economic Development Program (“Program”) is seeking proposals from 
licensed attorneys or law firms for the position of legal counsel for the Program. Applicants must have three 
or more years of practical experience in federal and state economic and investment law and policy, 
including but not limited the federal Office of the Special Trustee and the Office of Management and 
Budget.  Prior experience working for or with an American Indian Tribe is desired. Selected attorney/firm 
will be supervised by the Program Planner and the Pyramid Lake Economic Development Committee.  

BACKGROUND 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe (“Tribe”) is included in Title II of the Truckee-Carson-Pyramid Lake Water 
Right Settlement Act of 1990. Section 208(a)(3) established within the Treasury of the United States the 
Pyramid Lake Economic Development Fund (“Fund”) in the sum of $40,000,000. In accordance with the 
Act, the Truckee River Operating Agreement (“TROA”) was negotiated and ultimately signed in 2008. 
However, an appeal was filed in Federal District Court preventing access to the Fund by the Tribe. In 2015, 
the appeal was withdrawn by the Federal District Court allowing access to the Fund by the Tribe. 

In addition to the TROA requirement, Section 208(a)(3)(A) required the Tribe the Fund be available to the 
Tribe only in accordance with a plan developed by the Tribe in consultation with the Secretary [of Interior]. 
The objectives of the plan shall be to develop long-term, profit making opportunities for the Tribe and its 
members, to create optimum employment opportunities for tribal members, and to establish a high-quality 
recreation area at Pyramid Lake using the unique natural and cultural resources of the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Reservation. The Pyramid Lake Economic Development Plan (“Plan”), Volumes 1 & 2 was adopted by the 
Tribal Council on March 18, 2011. Volume 2 was then amended on January 17, 2018 that provided language 
to allow for a one-time stimulus distribution to its Tribal members. 

The Plan provides that the Tribe establish an Economic Development Committee to: 1) review applications 
for proposed projects and make recommendations to the Tribal Council on how the project meets the goals, 
policies, and action steps of the Plan; 2) develop an investment plan for the Fund; 3) work with consultants 
and the federal government to manage and make changes to the investment plan for the Fund; 4) develop 
and submit an annual report to the Tribal Council of the status of the Fund; 5) review and make 
recommendations to the Tribal Council on amendments to the Plan; and 6) other duties as established by 
the Tribal Council. The Economic Development Committee (“Committee”) was appointed in 2019. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

The objectives would be to provide legal advice to the Pyramid Lake Economic Development Planner 
(“Planner”) and to the Committee; work with Planner and the Committee on laws, rules, regulations, 
guidance and policy protective of Tribal interests with economic development planning and 
implementation; and to keep the Planner and the Committee informed of pending issues and rules, 
regulations, guidance and policy documents so that the planner and the Committee are able to respond 
timely and appropriately to protect and advance Tribal concerns.  To that end, offer to provide legal, policy, 
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and procedural support to the Planner and to the Committee, including the performance of the following 
tasks: 

1. Economic Development Meetings: attend scheduled Committee meetings; attend scheduled 
meetings by the Planner; preparation of materials to be discussed with the Planner and with the 
Committee; and attend economic development meetings as necessary by the Pyramid Lake 
Economic Development Program. 

 
2. Investment Plan Development: provide legal guidance and assistance with the development of a 

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Economic Development Investment Plan; provide information and 
support with investment principles contained in an investment plan; and provide legal advice and 
guidance with the management of the Fund investment portfolio. 

 
3. Document Review and Preparation: provide legal advice and guidance with the review of the 

Pyramid Lake Economic Development Evaluation Criteria; provide advice and guidance with the 
development of grant and loan stipulation requirements for the Pyramid Lake Economic 
Development application process; provide advice and guidance with the amendment to the Plan 
Volumes 1 and 2 as necessary; and provide general advice for the progression of actions by the 
Planner and by the Committee. 

 
4. Other Tasks: as assigned by the Planner and by the Committee. 

PROPOSAL CONTACT AND SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

All respondents are required to follow the format specified below. Applicants shall base their submittals on 
the “Scope of Work.” 

I. Cover Page. The cover page shall include the Request for Proposal Title, submittal due date, name, 
address, fax number, telephone number and email address. 

II. Resume: Qualifications and Experience. This section will contain a description of the Applicant’s 
educational background, training, and experience in environmental law and working with American Indian 
tribes. 

Applicant (and/or Applicant’s Team). Applicant will provide a list of individual or individuals that would 
be assigned to this project and what their roles and responsibilities will be.  

In addition to the Applicant’s professional qualifications, experience and any other information pertaining 
to their ability to perform the duties shall be provided. 

Past experience. Applicant will discuss a list of at least two (2) representative projects, which are similar in 
scope and nature to the services requested by the Planner and by the Committee. For each past project 
discussed, the Applicant shall specify the services contracted, the start and completion dates, and the name, 
address and telephone number of a contact person. 

The respondent must be in good standing and licensed to practice law. 



Page 3 of 4 
 

III. Conflicts of Interest. The respondent must disclose any potential conflicts of interest which might arise 
if they were to accept an award of a contract with another Tribe or entity. 

IV. Certification. The respondent will provide a certification that the statements contained in their proposal 
are true and correct to the best of their knowledge. 

Respondents are required to prepare a detailed itemized budget with their proposal, including a specification 
of:  

• Salaries with unit cost and the number of hours/days proposed to be devoted to the Pyramid Lake 
Economic Development Program; 

• Administrative support charges, with unit cost and the number of hours/days proposed to be 
devoted to the Pyramid Lake Economic Development Program; 

• Travel expenses showing number of trips, travelers and number of days. 

• Per diem associated with travel. 

• Publishing costs and other administrative costs, such as postage and communication. 

SUBMITTAL SCHEDULE & PROCESS 

The evaluation of submittals will follow the following schedule. Dates shown are subject to change. 

Distribution/Advertisement: January 4, 2022 – February 18, 2022 

Submittal Deadline: February 18, 2022 at 3:00 PM. 

Five (5) originals of the submittal must be received no later than 3:00 PM on February 18, 2022 to: 

US Postal Mailing Address: 

Pyramid Lake Economic Development Committee 
Attention:  Legal Counsel RFP 
P.O. Box 170 
Nixon, Nevada 89424 

Fed Ex and/or UPS Shipping Address: 

Pyramid Lake Economic Development Committee 
Attention:  Legal Counsel RFP 
208 Capitol Hill 
Nixon, Nevada 89424 

Copies received by FAX shall not be deemed delivered or received. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 

Each proposal will be evaluated on the basis of information provided in written proposal. (Experience and 
Past Performance, Approach, Cost and Schedule, Availability, Indian Preference) 

• Experience and Past Performance.  (30%) Attorney or firm’s specialized experience and technical 
competence.  This will be applied to both the firm and the person(s) who will be specifically 
assigned to work on this contract. 

• Approach.  (30%) Demonstrated understanding of the work to be performed, completeness and 
quality of the attorney or firm’s approach and proposed tasks to accomplish the scope of work for 
this proposed contract. 

• Cost and Schedule.  (25%) Completeness and detail of proposed budget and the lowest proposed 
cost and shortest schedule for a proposal that is deemed complete and responsive. 

• Availability.  (10%) Availability for Committee meetings, conference calls and any other meetings 
as directed by the Planner and Committee.  

• Indian Preference.  (5%) Submitted evidence demonstrating that the consultant and/or any 
subcontractors have a minimum of 51 percent Indian ownership and that the prospective Indian-
owned consultant and/or subcontractor that claims Indian preference has the technical, 
administrative and financial capability to perform contract work of the size and type.  

Proposals will be scored by an evaluation team, based on the percentages indicated next to each of the 
selection criteria. 

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Economic Development Program reserves the right of not selecting any 
consultant, rejecting all proposals, or canceling this project prior to contract execution without any 
compensation to the selected consultant. 

Inquiries on this request for proposals should be addressed to: 

Ms. Della John, Chairperson 
Pyramid Lake Economic Development Committee 
PO Box 170 
Nixon, NV 89424 
Phone (775) 376-0594 
 
For information regarding the Economic Development Plan you may visit: https://plpt.nsn.us/economic-
development/  

https://plpt.nsn.us/economic-development/
https://plpt.nsn.us/economic-development/

