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Dear Parents, 

 

I hope this note finds you safe and well. These past couple of months have offered up a lot of challenges 
as we have all had to align ourselves to new norms. As we prepare for opening school for the coming 
academic year, we expect to welcome all our children back. 

 

Government guidance suggests a physical reopening in September, and yet we are aware of the possibility 
that either distance learning or a blend of physical attendance and distance learning may occur in the short 
term. We are also aware that any follow on “waves” of COVID-19 may result in a temporary lockdown. 
Therefore, we have been preparing vigorously for each of these scenarios. 

 

A major part of SIA's preparation has been the creation of two main task forces comprised of members 
from across all our SIG schools and well as our Head Office. 

 

First, the Facilities Planning Task Force is focusing on a thorough review of all our risk assessments as 
well as the development of dozens of new ones when the physical school reopens. Different reopening 
scenarios will require several new policies and protocols. Planning for this will be complete by late June; 
we’ll share with you to ensure the safety of your children and our staff. 

 

Second, the Academic Preparedness Task Force is creating how our teaching and learning program will 
work if either the Distance Learning program continues or if we must transition to a blended program 
combining Distance Learning and learning physically present in school. This work will ensure that even when 
using Distance Learning, your child will continue to receive not only a rigorous academic program, but also a 
full and rich educational experience. 

 

Critical to this effort is developing the Distance Learning part of the program to an even more effective level 

than what we are already doing. This shift will ensure an increased and more effective program to support 

your child’s personal-social growth and social interaction. We will also continue to support your child by guiding 

development of their ability to take-on and persevere in the face of new challenges; by continuing to connect 

meaningfully with friends; by continuing to learn how to learn and become creative and productive; and by 

continuing to develop the fundamental beliefs and values which will ensure they become responsible and 

successful individuals in society. 

 

Our approach to teaching already extensively incorporates “putting the student at the center of learning”; 
an inquirer who is responsible for their own learning; teaching which is driven by active and reflective 
learning built not only around mastery of academic subjects but also the ability to work apply those 
subjects in real world settings, and by ensuring the use of design-based thinking within collaborative 
project-based learning opportunities. 

 

Our experiences these past two months as well as our ability to tap into what works and does not work from 
educators across the world is rapidly allowing us to hone our program. We also will complete this process 
by late June to share with you. 

 

At the end of the day, we are not sure what tomorrow brings up, let alone September. We hope to get 
guidance from SPEA shortly. However, we are preparing for any eventuality and every team member is 
working hard to ensure that your child will get a very safe, stable, and high-quality learning experience. 
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We are Scholars International Academy and we will ensure that we perform as the leading international 
school in Sharjah. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Paul Lieblich, Ed.D. 

Executive Principal 

SIA & SIG 
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