
Your Film Fest FAQs

Why are films restricted to viewing in Minnesota?
Our distributors require that we geo-block films to Minnesota. As festivals expand into the 
virtual program, filmmakers need to protect the exclusivity that was guaranteed in traditional 
in-person screenings to ensure the ongoing success of their film. This protects us as well. For 
example, if the Miami Jewish Film Festival takes place the month before ours and shows some 
of the same films, we can confidently book our films knowing they will be new to our audience. 
If you are a Minnesota resident who will be traveling at the time of the festival, or if you have  
a computer whose IP address is from another state, we are happy to issue you an override so 
that you can watch the films.

Why is there a 72-hour time limit on viewing most films?
This is also a requirement of our distributors. Prior to virtual festivals, we paid distributors to 
license one screening, or paid extra for additional screenings. Placing a time limit on viewings 
reduces the likelihood that ticketholders will host multiple screenings and invite others who did 
not purchase a ticket. It also helps maintain some of the cohesion of a traditional festival, with 
patrons viewing films around the same time.

Why so many sad/Holocaust movies? Why not more comedies?
The Minnesota JCC is committed to continuing to tell difficult stories of the Jewish past to  
honor the tragedy and ensure that it never happens again…to anyone. That said, we aim  
to provide variety through our festival in many categories, including genre, nationality, and  
perspective. We are also committed to providing high-quality films to our audience and will 
continue to make a concerted effort to screen available up-and-coming comedies for inclusion 
in our festival.

When do you think the JCC will have in-person programming?
We will continue to build our programming with the highest level of health and safety  
protocols.  As we are looking forward to the next season of programs, we are hoping to offer 
some in-person options.  We will keep the community informed along the way.
 
Can I volunteer?
The Film Festival welcomes the support of the community – as donors, patrons and volunteers.  
If you would like to volunteer for next year’s festival, please contact Tamar Fenton  
at tamarf@minnesotajcc.org


