
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

August 14, 2022 
 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 
 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 
 

“Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?  No, I tell you, but 

rather division.”  Luke 12: 51 
 

     Jesus’ words in our Gospel this Sunday may stir our thoughts about His statement that 

He came not to establish peace but rather division.  We may even conclude that it is 

contradictory of Him as the Prince of Peace or one who would teach, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers.”  If we are to take His words as the way it is without pondering deeply on 

them, we may end up abandoning Him and looking for people who would say otherwise.  

But if we are to study and reflect on His words, we find the truth of what He wanted to 

teach to His disciples and to us today. 

     A man of the world lives by the rules of the world.  The fullness of life is measured by 

money, power, fame, and enjoying the world’s many allurements.  Life in this way is 

geared toward pleasure of all sorts.  But a man for Jesus lives by the ways of Jesus.  The 

fullness of life is measured by living the commandments of God, living the Gospel Values, 

and faithful stewards of this world.    Life in this way is geared towards heaven and living 

in the Kingdom of God. 

     From this perspective, we can truly grasp what Jesus was trying to say.  Jesus brought 

division to this world.  It was manifested in His Passion, Death, and Resurrection.  Those 

who put Him to death lived the life of the world.  Submitting Himself to the Cross was the 

sure sign of the division He brought to the world. 

     We often live in a dilemma about how to live our lives.  One cannot resist rejection and 

opposition if lives are totally offered to Jesus.  Many would choose otherwise because we 

try to avoid being hurt or being hurtful or even we just want the way it is and not according 

to the ways of Jesus.  But a person committed to the Lord would be able to feel in their 

heart the tension that the world proposes.  If we say we follow the Lord, then let it be our 

words and actions conform to His.  Then we know we are on the side of Jesus. 

     It is very important to be vigilant and cautious of the things we hear.  We might get 

swayed by the world’s enticements that we fail to recognize the truth that Jesus teaches.  

Undoubtedly, what we observe these days depicts a strong division, specifically when we 

talk of Gospel Values of life, truth, and love while the world proposes the culture of death 

and lies.  Let us be on the side of the Lord, for we know that when we are on His side, life 

is lived peacefully, joyfully, and lovingly. 
 

Your friend in Jesus, 
 

Fr. Pascual 


