
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

July 31, 2022 
 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 
 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 
 

“Think what is above, not of what is on earth.” Col. 3: 2 
 

     Word Web Dictionary defines greed as “excessive desire to acquire or possess more, 

especially more material wealth than one needs or deserves.”  With the definition 

mentioned, we can sense the danger in a person’s life when overwhelmed with greed.  Not 

only can greed cause too much attachment to material possessions, but it also makes a 

person selfish and always unsatisfied.  The desire to acquire more material wealth leaves 

out the more essential things in life like family, health, goodness, care, faithfulness, and 

more.  In his Letter to the Colossians, St. Paul reminds us, “think of what is above, not 

what is on earth.” 

     Jesus invites us to look deeper into ourselves and what are our priorities in life.  In as 

much as we entrust ourselves to the graciousness of God, Jesus calls us to work as best as 

we can to support ourselves, our families, and all those in need.  Our task is not to enrich 

ourselves and forget others, just like the rich man in the parable who built bigger storage 

to keep all his riches for himself.  But rather, when we know that we are gifted with such 

goodness, we open our hands and give out generosity to those who are poor and needy.  

They can be a family member, a neighbor, or even someone whom we do not personally 

know. 

     When that day and time will come that we present ourselves to God, do you think that 

He will value us because of what we have here on earth?  Or even because of how much 

we have given to be recognized by others?  I think He does not value us this way but by 

how we can truly be rich in love of Him and share our gifts with a generosity of heart.  The 

only thing we could carry and present to Him is who we are.  No luggage, no storage but 

only ourselves. 

     This is why we indulge ourselves more and more of those things that would benefit us 

and for the good of others.  The best reminder we can always have is to keep God’s greatest 

commandment, “to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might 

and to love your neighbor as yourself.”  Again, if you truly love yourself, you know what 

would be best to give to others, and you act selflessly and not selfishly. 

     May we continue to work for the common good and do as much as possible to do what 

pleases the Lord.  Let kindness, generosity, and charity prevail.  Let us allow to open up 

our hearts and hands to bring about change in this world we live in. 
 

Your friend in Jesus, 
 

Fr. Pascual      


