
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

July 17, 2022 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

“He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.” Psalm 15:2 

 

     The verse quoted above is the Response to our Psalm this 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  

It expresses how we can be acknowledged or even rewarded for our answer to the call of 

God for us.  We remind ourselves that God continues to call us to live as beloved sons and 

daughters, faithful disciples of Jesus, and committed stewards of the Church.  He invites 

us into His loving and forgiving presence.  It is up to us whether to respond to His invitation 

or not.  The Response’s lesson is that he who does justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord. 

     Our answer to His call can be varied.  Our very act of kindness can demonstrate it.  In 

our First Reading, Abraham showed that kindness through hospitality to the three men.  

Martha and Mary also extended the same hospitality when they welcomed the Lord Jesus 

in their home.  Though we may see a different scenario with the two sisters regarding their 

concern for the Lord, the story stresses that every service, especially service to Christ, 

cannot be separated from listening to the Word.  The Lord clearly teaches Martha and all 

of us today that hospitality is expressed in how we listen and live Christ in our daily lives.  

We can determine right from wrong if we listen and live His Word.  If we can do that, we 

can start living justly in the presence of God. 

     It is very important in our journey of life and faith to recognize first and foremost our 

nature as human beings.  We are all created according to the image and likeness of God.  

Being mindful of this truth and reality, we can start living in the true sense of our lives as 

children of God.  Jesus showed us what it all means to be that as God’s greatest creation.  

In living the right manner, we do justice to Him, the people around us, and ourselves. 

     Our call to discipleship is a serious matter.  Jesus’ invitation and example enable us to 

carry out our responsibilities in this world we live in.  The tragedies that all of us are 

experiencing today are results of the injustices done to humanity, especially God’s 

graciousness.  Jesus experienced this Himself.  Although He had to undergo such 

unfairness, He remained firm and steadfast that only by God’s way that we can live our 

lives justly and truthfully.  Doing so can bring light to the world and restore peace and 

order in our lives. 

 

Your friend in Jesus, 

 

Fr. Pascual      


