
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

July 10, 2022 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

“Who is my neighbor?” Luke 10: 29 

 

     A scholar of the law poses a question to Jesus about who his neighbor is.  We can 

surmise that being a scholar of the law, he knows every detail of the laws they have and 

can intelligibly interpret.  He tries to test Jesus about laws, and Jesus’ answer is illustrated 

in a parable known as the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  The Parable is one of the most 

known stories in Sacred Scripture.  It is often dramatized, leaving us to admire how the 

story is developed.  It leaves us to understand what it truly means to be a neighbor to anyone 

and for everyone. 

     We may know very well the laws or commands of God.  That is to love the Lord, our 

God, with all our heart, our being, our strength, and our mind and our neighbor as ourselves.  

It is so clear that we don’t need further interpretation to understand it.  Like the scholar of 

the law in the Parable, we are familiar with this and can easily memorize it.  We don’t need 

to be a scholar to know this since it is self-explanatory. 

     The core of the story is the challenge of how to live the laws presented to us.  It is easy 

to empathize, especially with the poor and oppressed.  It is easy to pray for those who suffer 

and those in need.  But what do we do for them?  In what ways have we shown that we are 

neighbors to others? 

     We feel so much comfort when comforted by someone we don’t know.  We often are 

recipients of compassion from people we haven’t met.  But have we also done our part to 

be givers of love and compassion?  Have we lived what Jesus is teaching us in the Parable? 

     Jesus makes it clear that to be a neighbor is not only to be a person next door.  As 

followers of Christ, we are expected to know the law not only by memory but by heart.  

Our neighbors are not the only ones we know, but anyone whom we can lend a helping 

hand when in need, anyone whom we can love even though they don’t love us in return, 

and anyone with whom we can share our time, and talent and treasure. 

 

Your friend in Jesus, 

 

Fr. Pascual      


