
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

The Ascension of the Lord 
 

May 29, 2022 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

“You are witnesses of these things.” Luke 24:48 

 

     Greetings of peace, love, and joy in the Risen Lord! 

     It is so heartbreaking to hear the news of the killing of two teachers and nineteenth 

innocent children in the recent shooting incident in an Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas.  

Families are grieving the loss of their beloved children and loved ones.  I feel so sad hearing 

another tragic incident like this, and it seems that it is happening so often.  A week ago, 

another shooting in a store and a church.  Such acts of violence are never justified.  

Definitely, there is a real change that needs to take place to live freely and happily.  But as 

of the moment, this may take a while because our nation is torn apart, and the message of 

Jesus could hardly penetrate through the hearts and minds of people. 

     What a tragedy to experience such violence in our own country and the world.  More 

and more people suffer because of selfish interests, claims for power, greediness, and 

shutting the doors of faith in Jesus.  Although this situation can be overwhelming, there is 

hope because we will continue to spread the Good News of Salvation in Jesus, who brings 

peace and love.  Only in Him that our world can truly change.  Through the Spirit of Truth, 

only in Him, we are led to live what Jesus taught and not the truth that the world teaches.  

The truth that Jesus taught us leads to life, and the truth that the world spreads leads to 

destruction and death. 

     I believe that the true solution to these horrifying incidents is allowing the Lord to reign 

in the family.  If Jesus reigns inside the home, every member can foster love and harmony.  

There will always be differences, but conflicts can be resolved with open communications 

and faith in the Lord.  Parents need to teach their children about matters of faith and morals.  

Bring their children to Church and become involved in community activities that foster 

service and care for the needy.  Children need to be open to parents’ teachings and warnings 

because they are equipped with wisdom and knowledge brought about by their experiences 

in life. 

     We have to be cautious about what media brings to our attention because evil is clever 

and wise in influencing the mind.  Social media may be impacting so much the minds and 

consciences of people today, but there is no better truth to guide our lives other than the 

message of Jesus.  Let Jesus’ truth be the guiding principle in all aspects of human life. 

     Let us be witnesses of Jesus’ goodness, for it is only through Him, with Him, and in 

Him that we can help transform the world and be a better place to live in. 

 

Your friend in Jesus, 

 

Fr. Pascual      


