
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

May 8, 2022 
 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 
 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 
 

Back on Mission! 
     I haven't greeted you and been with you in Church and the office, and it has been a while.  I missed sharing 

my time and reflections with you for the past months.  As they always say, absence makes the heart grow fonder.  

For so indeed it is.  After spending my sabbatical break in the Philippines, I am back on a mission to journey 

with you in faith and life.  Many of you offered your prayers for my mom and me for our safety and good health.  

I am so grateful to the Lord for the prayers granted.  I arrived here last Tuesday safe and sound.  Mom is left 

behind with my brother and his family.  She misses the Cathedral Basilica Ohana.  She is extending her warmest 

regards and prayers. 

     I am grateful to Bishop Larry for granting my request for the Sabbatical Break.  I attended a 30-Day Retreat 

at Sacred Heart Novitiate Center in Manila.  It was spent with intense prayer and contemplation.  It is also 

known as Ignatian Retreat, inspired by St. Ignatius of Loyola.  For 30 days, five moments or hours of prayer 

are spent in a day.  A spiritual director is assigned to assist an attendant and discern the experiences during those 

moments of prayer.  Due to restrictions, there were three bubbles or groups of retreatants, and I was blessed to 

join the Jesuit fathers and novices.  It was very restful and enlightening. 

     After the Retreat, I joined my family in my hometown.  There, I got to spend time with my brother and his 

family.  After two years of not seeing my grandnephew and niece, they have grown so tall and filled with so 

much energy.  Also, I visited my former parish during the Holy Week and spent time celebrating the Good 

Friday Service with them.  Although I was on vacation, I could not miss celebrating Masses in my home parish.  

It was a blessing to do so because I met people who helped me during my formation years. 

     Another big event that I joined in was our Class Reunion.  After 25 Years of not being together since our 

ordination, we finally had the opportunity to relive our formation years and spent time sharing our varied 

ministry and life experiences.  Two of our classmates passed away, one left, and one did not pursue the 

priesthood.  We were all twenty-five, the seminary's biggest class ever had for ordination to the Ministry of 

Deacon.  We are looking forward to another get-together. 

     Now, it is time to get back on mission.  I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all the priests who 

covered for me but most especially to Fr. Octavius who shared his time and friendship as our Parochial Vicar 

for a brief time.  Certainly, I miss celebrating our liturgies here at the Cathedral but missing more of your 

company. 

     There is a lot in store for us to do here at the Cathedral Basilica; the ongoing renovation, development of 

school property, and more so with establishing new ministries and intensifying existing ones, we will continue 

to realize our vision for our Church and do our mission in the spirit of our Good Shepherd, and inspiration of 

our beloved Saints, Damien, and Marianne.  At the same time to seek your support financially so that we can 

operate fully to minister to the needs of our faithful and our visitors.  I will never get tired of asking for your 

prayers because I certainly need them. 

     May God bless us all!  May our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Peace, intercede for us, always! 
 

Your friend in Jesus, 
 

Fr. Pascual      


