
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
 

 

April 10, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’ 

     Today we begin the holiest week in the Christian Calendar known as Holy Week.  As 

we celebrate Palm Sunday, our Lenten Pilgrimage takes a great dramatic turn. Jesus 

enters Jerusalem with his friends in high spirits, full of hope and the crowd is on his 

side as they welcome him with shouts of joy, ‘Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he 

who comes ... This entrance is a very political one. At the time of Jesus, victorious 

generals with their armies returned home and entered the city in similar fashion as the 

crowds waved branches and shouted out their names.  

     No other Sunday in our liturgical calendar contains so much drama and tension as 

today. What begins with shouts of joy and the feeling of victory will quickly change as 

the same crowd a week later will shout, ‘Crucify him, crucify him’. His spectacular 

entrance into the city is also his entrance into his betrayal, denial, condemnation, 

suffering and death and ultimately his Resurrection. “He was oppressed and afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth; he was led like a lamb ...” (Is 53:7.) 

     The contrasts in this story contain applications to believers. It is the story of the King 

who came as a lowly servant on a donkey, not in royal robes, but in the clothes of the 

poor and humble. Jesus comes not to conquer by force as earthly kings do but by love, 

mercy, and His own sacrifice for His people. He is a King of lowliness and servanthood. 

He conquers not nations but hearts and minds. As His followers, let us exhibit those 

same qualities and the world will see the King living and reigning in us. 
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