
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 

April 3, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     One way we might express the theme of today’s readings is: God has a very bad 

memory. For the Scriptures speak of how God is always compassionate to his people. 

No matter how many times the Israelites abandoned their God, and refused to do his 

will, he always came to call them back. In the New Testament too, we see God, in Jesus, 

calling sinful people to be converted, to put their whole trust in the message he brings 

and to follow his Way, as the way of truth and life.  

  

This Sunday’s Gospel shows that there two kinds of sinners. First, there is the woman 

who was caught in the act of adultery, a very serious matter. As a matter of record, there 

is no mention of the other party, the man. It takes two people to commit adultery. Of 

course, in Jewish as in other societies where purity of the family line was vital, because 

the woman was the one who bore the child, the stigma of adultery and the birth of an 

illegitimate child was laid on her. But in this story, the Scribes and Pharisees are also 

sinners. Not in their own eyes, of course, but in the eyes of Jesus and his Gospel they 

are totally lacking in the compassion that God displays and which he expects his 

followers to have: “Be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful.” They are proud 

and arrogant and give themselves the prerogative to sit in judgment on others. They 

have no idea how to love, how to forgive – only how to keep the Law. They are thus 

far from God.   

  

The woman in this story is not just an isolated sinner. She represents all of us who 

continually sin. Just like for us, Jesus gives her an opportunity to repent and change her 

ways. Jesus came not to condemn but to save, to rehabilitate, to give new and enduring 

life. May the transformation we have received by way of being forgiven flow to others. 
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