
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

 

March 20, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     The readings remind us of one of the recurrent themes throughout the Lenten season, 

compassion, and mercy of our God. It is something that we constantly need to be 

reminded about. Our God is always faithful and consistent. His love for us never 

changes, no matter how we behave, no matter how serious our sins may be. It has to be 

that way because our God not only loves, he is love. Love is of the very essence of his 

being; he cannot not love. His love is like the sun which gives its warmth to good and 

bad alike. For some people they still believe in an angry, disappointed, vengeful God 

threatening catastrophe on a wicked world, it is hard to think of God loving that way. 

And we are called, as far as possible, to imitate him in this; to love always and 

unconditionally.  

 

     The question often asked is: “If God’s love for us is so constant and unchanged by 

our behavior, does that mean we can do anything we like? Does it matter whether we 

lead good or bad lives? Whether we sin or not?” It is very doubtful if we would be 

justified in drawing that conclusion. We should never doubt that, if we sin, God 

continues to love us as he always did and does. But it is also true that, if we sin, we are 

not loving him. And so, we become separated from him. Love is essentially mutual, it 

is a two-way process, it is a bonding. Love is not complete until it is reciprocated on 

both sides. So, God’s love is not perfect, is not fully effective in me until I have opened 

myself to receive it and to give mine in return. When we sin, God does not stop loving 

us; it is we who stop loving him. It is we who break the relationship always.  

 

     Jesus has left us the Sacrament of his love, that of Reconciliation. This Wednesday 

and Saturday, come and experience the mercy of God in action. 
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