
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

 

March 13, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     We are faced in today’s readings with a paradox of our Christian faith – we belong 

here, and yet we do not belong here. It is in this world and through this world that we 

are to find our God. Yet, this is not our permanent home; we are pilgrims on a journey 

to a more permanent dwelling place, a place of total union with our God of Truth and 

Love. That is the goal of living.  It is so easy to get obsessed with things on the way: 

our career, our financial security, the education of our children, the house we want in 

some desirable area… These are mere steppingstones to a life beyond. We must not, 

like Lot’s wife, look back nostalgically at the past and become petrified into stone. 

(Genesis 19:26.) Life, as one writer put it, is like watching a movie in a cinema. One 

cannot cry out: “Stop! I want to stay in this scene!” No, the movie goes on. And life 

goes on. And it is important to know where it is headed. 

 

     In the Gospel, Luke gives the story of the Transfiguration in which Jesus takes the 

disciples, Peter, James, and John to “the mountain” to pray. Mountains in Scripture 

are holy places, where God is especially felt to be present. Through prayer, they 

experience Jesus totally transformed in his appearance accompanied by Moses and 

Elijah, two pillars of the Hebrew Testament. A voice comes from the cloud: “This is 

my Son, ... Listen to him.” This incidence showed the disciples and us a foretaste of 

heaven, the destiny which awaited Jesus after his earthly mission. 

 

     In our Second reading, St. Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians reminds us that 

heaven is our final homeland if we “listen” to him. It is through listening to him in 

prayer and our cooperation with him that we attain communion in this life and a full 

unity in the life to come.  On our journey this Lent, let us listen to all that he invites us 

to be and do. 
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