
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

February 27, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

      This Sunday’s readings invite us to take a timeout from the many activities that fill 

up our days and our nights; to pull back and look deep within, at the state of our hearts. 

As Jesus says, we draw what is good from the goodness in our hearts, and we draw 

what is bad from the evil stored up in our hearts. Our words and our actions flow from 

what fill our hearts. By ‘heart’ is meant the deep, inner center of our being from which 

Jesus reminds us again and again, that it is ultimately the heart that matters.   

     To know the depth of how our hearts should be, we don't need to be reminded of the 

suffering that Jesus experienced. Ignored, rejected, abused, persecuted, humiliated, 

betrayed by friends, abandoned by his followers, crucified by those to whom he 

continually reached out to in love, he could have had a bitter and bleeding heart. Instead, 

it was from this pierced and pure heart that compassion flowed out to others. It was 

because Jesus was so in touch with his own heart that he continued to look to his Father 

and to reach out in compassion to the leper, the blind, the lame and the lonely in his 

world. It was from the pierced heart of Jesus on the cross, that the waters of baptism 

and the blood of the Eucharist, poured forth to cleanse the world, would continue to 

flow.  

     It must be the same with us. As Jesus says in the Gospel: the trained disciple will 

always be like his master. He asked us to learn from him because he is meek and humble 

in heart. The words and actions that come from a pure heart, are always words and 

actions of love and encouragement. They can only bring healing to others. Left to 

ourselves, there comes out a mixture of love and self-interest, of healing and hurting. 

Let us allow the fire of God’s love to keep purifying our hearts. 
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