
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

February 20, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     At first sight, this Sunday’s gospel seems downright silly, hopelessly idealistic, a 

recipe for cowards. Jesus tells his disciples: “Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, bless those who curse you…” But there is worse to come: “To the one who 

slaps you on one cheek, give the other; to the one who takes your cloak, give your tunic; 

do not ask your property back from the robber.”   

  

Are we to become wimps? Are we to invite people to trample on our basic rights?  No.  

In fact, far from being that the implementation of this teaching requires tremendous 

inner strength and a strong sense of security. It calls for an overwhelming awareness of 

the inalienable dignity, value, and rights of every other person irrespective of how they 

behave. For many, it seems perfectly natural and justifiable to hit back when struck, 

justly or unjustly. In our “macho” world, you are only tough when, as in the movies, 

you are ready and able to hit back hard when abused, insulted, or physically attacked.   

  

What Jesus is saying is far from impossible or idealistic. It is really the only truly 

human, not just Christian, way to go. It is really a question of attitude or conviction. It 

is easy for the Christian to love enemies because the real Christian does not have any, 

in the sense of people, against whom he/she feels deep-seated hatred or resentment.  

We are called to be like God, of whom Jesus is the living, human image, and in whose 

image, we also are made.  “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Jesus is not 

offering us an option today, but the only way that is truly human. Jesus himself is our 

model.  He loved us to the end even when it was painful to do so. 
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