
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

February 6, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     Looking back at our life, we may recognize a particular person or a specific 

experience that caused us to make a significant change or to go in a different direction 

than we would have otherwise. Hopefully, the change was good.  Hopefully, it caused 

us to think bigger, do better things, or use our talents in ways that we couldn’t imagine 

possible.  

 

     This is what happens in this Sunday’s readings. Isaiah is called by God to be his 

prophet. In the beginning, however, Isaiah does not feel worthy to be in God’s presence, 

saying, I am doomed! But by the end of the first reading, Isaiah is ready; here I am, he 

says, send me. It is a similar experience for Simon in the Gospel. Together with his 

companions, at the end of the day, they get out of their boats and wash their nets. With 

a few little steps, Jesus planted the seeds of discipleship in these fishermen. After this, 

everything would change. The same fishermen would abandon their boats, leave 

everything behind and follow Jesus. What a turnaround!  

 

     In a similar way, what happened to Isaiah and Peter and his companions, happens 

every moment in our lives. Jesus meets us where we are. Little by little, he will invite 

us to take the next step toward becoming faithful disciples. Our efforts without him will 

fail. We may work hard, but our catch will be minimal to nothing. With the Lord, 

however, saying yes little by little, our lives will change. Our efforts will bear fruit. Our 

catch will be overflowing. May we allow the Lord to continue the journey of 

transformation in our lives and make us good stewards, so that we may use the gifts of 

time, talent and treasure to build his Kingdom in our hearts, in our families, and 

everywhere. Let us be open and say: Here I am, send me!  
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