
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

January 9, 2022 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

A blessed and joy-filled Christmas Season to all! 

 

“You are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Luke 3:22 

 

     Ordinary Time in our Liturgical Celebration is upon us signaled by the Feast of the Baptism of 

the Lord.  We are beset with uncertainties about what this year would bring us with much 

anticipation to welcome the New Year.  Although we struggled to celebrate family gatherings on 

Christmas and New Year’s Day because of the pandemic, we still wish our celebrations would 

never end.  After the many festivities during the Advent and Christmas Seasons, we continue our 

journey of life and enrich our faith in the mystery of Christ.  Life goes on, and with great faith in 

the Christ-Child, we embrace this life with much hope and trust in God’s goodness. 

     Why do I say with much hope and trust in God’s goodness?  Because of Christ, who came into 

this world and through Him, we are privileged to be adopted sons and daughters of the Heavenly 

Father.  Like Christ, who has always been under the Father’s love, we are also gifted with such 

love.  At Christ’s baptism, a voice was heard, “You are my beloved Son in whom I am well 

pleased.” 

     Jesus’ baptism signifies how we also embrace our path of life.  He came to live in this world to 

show us to be faithful to the Father in the midst of all the struggles and pains we go through.  When 

we come to realize it, our baptism gives us the wonderful gift of life not only as citizens of this 

world but as citizens of God.  As sons and daughters of a loving, caring, and merciful Father, 

through Christ, we will always be graced with so much goodness.  We have become children of 

God. 

     The significance of this feast day of our Lord reminds us that we are sent to continue our mission 

like Him.  His baptism begins His public ministry.  Like Him, we are called to be faithful as sons 

and daughters of the Father in all our ways.  Like Him, we are sent to witness His Divine Love and 

share it with all the people around us. 

     Our world needs transformation to become the world God intended to be in the beginning, a 

paradise that is a place of peace, love, and joy.  A home where everyone can feel comforted with 

God’s graciousness.  And this can only be realized first and foremost when we live our lives as 

children of God.  And, secondly, when we go out into the world and share Christ’s message. 

     We journey into this Ordinary Time with renewed spirit and unravel Christ’s mystery into our 

daily endeavors. 

 

Your friend in Jesus, 

 

Fr. Pascual 

 


