
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

January 30, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     The call to discipleship is a call that requires a lot of courage. Courage is the ability 

to face difficulties and uncertainties without being overcome by fear of the tribulations 

one might encounter. This Sunday, both the first reading as well as the Gospel, focus 

on the gift of prophecy given to both Jeremiah and Jesus. It was given to bring a 

particular message from God to the people. Perhaps prophecy is one of the most 

difficult gifts to receive from God, because as we see in the readings, good prophets 

were not always welcome, either in their native place, as Jesus discovered, or in places 

that receive difficult or challenging messages from God. One always has to be 

courageous. But while prophets might not receive accolades from the people to whom 

they are sent, they do receive assurance that God is with them to give them the strength 

and courage they need in their mission. 

Within the life of the Church, Prophets have always had an important role to play. In 

baptism, we too pick up three characteristics of the greatest of all the prophets, Jesus. 

We are anointed priest, prophet and king. This comes as a surprise to most people – 

probably because they think of prophets as only those who predict future events. 

Prophets are people who – because they are in tune with God – help others to see things 

as God sees them. They point out the way God is calling all to follow, and remind others 

of the future God has in store for those who trust in him. At Vatican II (1962-1965), it 

was recognized that every healthy Christian community has its own prophets, namely, 

each one of us by virtue of baptism. We are all called - through our baptism - to share 

in Christ’s role as the Father’s great Prophet. 
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