
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

January 23, 2022 

 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 

 

     In this Sunday’s Gospel, Luke tells us about Jesus’ first public appearance in his 

hometown of Nazareth. As we saw two Sundays ago, this was after Jesus had been 

baptized at the River Jordan. Luke very deliberately has Jesus return to Galilee in 

Nazareth to start his work, where he had been brought up and to which he belonged. 

His public life would be a single, direct journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem, the city of 

peace that Jesus would suffer and die in. It is here that he will rise to life and become 

our Lord and Savior. And it is from here too that his disciples will go forth to every 

corner of the world with the Good News. 

 

     Before any of the above would happen, Jesus had to make a mission statement. 

Going to the Synagogue for his Sabbath prayers, he stood up to read, a passage from 

the prophet Isaiah. It was a passage about the coming Messiah and He applies the words 

of the prophet to himself. “The spirit of the Lord has been given to me [at his baptism], 

for he has anointed me… He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery 

of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim a year acceptable to 

the Lord.”  Then he finished with these words: “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled 

in your hearing.” 

 

     The baton has now been passed to all the baptized. Just like in both the Old and the 

New Testaments, many prophets and followers of the Lord participated in this kind of 

mission statement, so is each and every one of us sent with our own specific, unique 

contribution to make to the body of Christ. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ help 

us continue being the good stewards as we spread the light and build the Kingdom of 

God on earth. 
 

 

[Used with Permission] 


