
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
January 16, 2022 
 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 
 

Greetings of peace, love, and joy! 
 

A HUI HOU! 
 

     We have not been with my brother and his family for more than two years.  This coming Tuesday, 

January 18, my mom and I will be traveling to the Philippines.  A trip that we had been waiting and praying 

that all would go well.  I ask for your prayers that our journey will be safe. 

     I will be going for my Sabbatical Break with this trip for more than three months.  My return flight will 

be on May 3.  I am very thankful to Bishop Larry for granting me this request.  Based on our Priests Manual, 

“a sabbatical is an extended renewal period granted by the Bishop for study and personal spiritual 

development.  Its purpose is to promote personal renewal and foster ministerial effectiveness.  A sabbatical 

is a time invested in enhancing ministry.  Its ultimate purpose is to provide the individual priest with 

renewed motivation for serving the people of God.” 

     Being in the active ministry for 25 years, I deemed it necessary to take this wonderful opportunity to 

enrich myself with a time for reflection.  I will be attending a 30-Day Retreat, and for the rest of the months 

I have, I will be with our family, colleagues, and former parishes I ministered.  It will be an opportunity to 

have longer days for rest and relaxation.  Usually, we call it R & R.  Rest assured that you will be in my 

prayers and thoughts. 

     In the meantime, Fr. Octavius Moo, whom we can call Fr. Octa,  will be the Administrator for the 

Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace.  Since December, Fr. Octa has been a wonderful friend and 

companion in ministering to the pastoral needs of our Cathedral Ohana.  He had varied experiences in the 

administrative process and pastoral ministries.  He will be sharing his friendship, knowledge, wisdom, 

skills, and dedication to your pastoral needs while I am gone.  Please extend your warmest Aloha and 

prayers that he will find his ministry here at the Cathedral Basilica and the Diocese of Honolulu fulfilling 

and faith-enriching. 

     I know that we are still in these difficult times because of the pandemic.  As the number of cases surges, 

the more that we need to be cautious at the same time not to forget the needs of our brothers and sisters.  

Remember, it is always an act of charity that we protect ourselves and do the necessary not to contract the 

coronavirus that affects the people around us, especially family members, co-workers, and our Church 

Ohana. 

     My mom is so grateful for the hospitality you have extended with her.  I will still be with her and enjoy 

her cooking and company, but I know that it will be different when I come back to resume my mission 

because she will be staying behind and spend more time as well with my brother and his family.  She 

certainly will be missing the opportunity to come to the daily and Sunday Masses and, most of all, the 

moments shared with many of you.  On her behalf, I say, “agyamanak unay” (Thank You Very Much). 

     May God continue to bless you all!  May our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Peace, intercede for you, 

always!  May Saint Damien and Saint Marianne continue to inspire you to live your life and faith as 

Disciples of Christ! 
 

Your friend in Jesus, 
 

Fr. Pascual 


