
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

 

January 3, 2022 

 

Dear Cathedral Basilica Ohana, 

 

A blessed and joy-filled Christmas Season to all! 

 

“They prostrated themselves and did him homage.  Then they opened their treasures and 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2: 11 

 

     One of the most exciting parts of being in school during my grade and high school years was 

celebrating our Class Christmas Party.  We bring to the school food to share and gifts to give.  

Sometimes like we often do, we have Secret Santa, but at other times, we just put our gifts under 

the Christmas tree, and our teacher would put numbers on every gift.  On a separate box, we draw 

a number, and you get the gift with its corresponding number.  We get excited about doing this 

because you do not know what gift it would be.  Some of us got disappointed because we were 

expecting it could be otherwise.  Others feel okay, but it was more on the excitement and surprise, 

whatever the gift would be for me. 

     Do you ever wonder why such gift-giving is often part of any Christmas Gatherings or parties?  

It is because we had been gifted with the greatest gift of all by our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, 

His beloved Son.  And today, celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord brings about 

the giving of gifts by the Magi from the East with gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  How do the 

Magi illustrate to us their spirit of giving and recognizing the Christ-Child with royalty as 

exemplified by their gifts?  They searched for the Child and offered their gifts when they had found 

Him.  Imagine the joy they experienced when they found Him.  Their example brings us a profound 

lesson of giving our gift to the Lord.  Something material?  Not at all! 

     Jesus does not need any of our material gifts to be offered.  The gift that we can offer Him 

would be our Faith, Life, and Service, especially to our poor brothers and sisters, victims of 

injustice, war, and calamities.  The true meaning of Gift-Giving is practiced when we make other 

people feel that God gave everything for us.  In exchange for this love is to love Him in return and 

love our neighbor as ourselves. 

     The New Year, 2022, has come upon us.  Our festivities of Christmas will soon come to an end 

again.  With renewed life and faith in Jesus, we journey into this new year knowing of God’s 

greatest gift to us has been shared.  Now, it is our turn to carry this Gift, Jesus Christ, and share 

Him with all the people we meet along the way. 

 

Your friend in Jesus, 

 

Fr. Pascual 
 


