
 
19 December 2021 • 10:00AM 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

PRELUDE “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” J.S. Bach 

WELCOME 

 HYMN #100 “Canticle of the Turning” STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 
(  The congregation may rise, in body or in spirit.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE  Becky, Parker, and Susie Belcher 
Today we re-light the candles of Peace, Hope, and Joy. To their light, we add the 
fourth of our Advent Candles. 

Today’s light comes from the candle of Love. All over the world 
people dream of love, long for love, sacrifice for love. All over the 
world love is abused, cheapened, made conditional. In Jesus, God has 
shown us a love that is divine, a love given freely, a love that makes us 
whole and leads us to God’s own realm.  

Come, let us walk together in love, rejoicing in the light of God.  
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CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
ONE: Every notion we have about power, success, wealth and achievement, God 
takes and tosses out the window. More importantly, God comes to us, to upset our 
idea that we have to save ourselves. In Jesus, God comes to us, removing our sin, 
our failures, our expectations, so we might have fullness of life. Please join me as we 
pray together, saying, 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God.  
The very ones you favor?  

All too often, we pass them by.  
The ones you knock off their pedestals?  

All too often we admire them, openly or secretly.  
The drumbeat for more and more?  

We fall into that rhythm so easily, we risk being sent away empty. 
Forgive us, Mighty God who comes in the weakness of a baby.  
Look with grace upon us,  

so we might see your love shining where still we least expect.  
Guide us to seek the unexpected and overlooked presence of 

Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, and open again our  
hearts and our lives. 

(Silence is kept) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
God passes the heirloom of mercy down from generation to generation, always 
loving, always forgiving, always calling us to new life. 

As we open our hearts to God, we are filled  
with the Hope and Joy that were sung at the Birth,  
with the Peace that walked among us,  
with the Love which is Emmanuel, God-with-us.  
We are forgiven! Alleluia; Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” p. 3 
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RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 1:46-55, “The Magnificat” 
ONE: Mary said,  
My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, 
and my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior,  

ALL: for you have looked with favor upon your lowly servant,  
and from this day forward all generations will call me blessed.  

For you, the Almighty, have done great things for me,  
and holy is your name.  

Your mercy reaches from age to age 
for those who live in awe of you. 

You have shown strength with your arm;  
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you have scattered the proud in their conceit;  
you have deposed the mighty from their thrones  
and raised the lowly to high places.  

You have filled the hungry with good things,  
while you have sent the rich away empty.  

You have come to the aid of Israel your servant,  
mindful of your mercy —  

the promise you made to our ancestors,  
to Sarah and Abraham and their descendants forever. 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, 
and my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior.  

 
Daniel Bonnell, The Annunciation  
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We Proclaim the Gospel in Word 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 

 HYMN #99 “Song of Mary” MORNING SONG 
All attending Church School may leave as we sing the hymn. 

MODERN TESTIMONY  Nancy Rockwell 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Micah 5:2-5 Old Testament, p. 1059 
  Luke 1:39-45 New Testament, p. 69 

SERMON “Expectancy” Pastor John A. Nelson 

We Respond in Prayer and Faith  

PASTORAL PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: Mary’s pregnancy was a gift of God and a mystery beyond explaining. And holy 
miracles continue — every time hope and peace are born in us, each time we share 
joy and love with others. In thanksgiving for God’s wonder, we present our tithes 
and offerings, and dedicate them to God’s turning of the world.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  
and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  
Our church welcomes any size gift, and thanks you for your generosity. 

MUSICAL OFFERING “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”  German chorales 
 “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her” 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
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One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 
 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

O Resident of all the insignificant places of our world, may our gifts be 
joined with those of our neighbors to plant peace in the fields of want 
and war, to bring hope to those who despair, to offer joy to the lonely 
and frightened, and to bring love to new birth. In the name of 
Emmanuel, God-with-us: Amen! 

 HYMN #105 “People, Look East” BESANÇON 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her” F.W. Marpurg 

 
Welcome to Church! 

Gathered in 1744, the Congregational Church of Salisbury is an Open and Affirming 
member of the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a 
great variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence is a gift to us! 
We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and fellowship.  

We seek to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds and love our neighbors as ourselves. 
This Church is Open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment 
regardless of race, ancestry, class, gender identity, physical and mental ability or sexual 

orientation. We Affirm each individual as a child of God, celebrating the total identity of 
each person. 

As an Open and Affirming Congregation, we commit to work toward ending ignorance, fear, 
hatred, prejudice, and discrimination against any person. 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here! 
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If you are visiting us, Welcome! Please sign our guest book and introduce yourself to 
our Pastor or to one of the Deacons. Fill out a welcome card in the pew to join our 
email list. Assistive Listening Devices are available; please ask an usher for assistance. 

Kindly set phones to silent (unless you’re expecting a call from Jesus). 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Becky Belcher, Janet Kaufman 

Reader: Jennifer Oberto • Deacon: Deborah Moore 
Today’s liturgy is adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2021 

(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com); used by permission. Responsive reading from Luke is quoted from The Inclusive 
Language Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 2007). Daniel 

Bonnell’s artwork, The Annunciation, provided as a gift of the artist (BonnellArt.com). 

Our Ministry Team 
Ministers: All Participants in the Life of the Congregation 

Worship & Music 
Transitional Music Director:  

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim 
Bell Choir Director: Mary Davidson 
Cantor: Jennifer Oberto 

Faith Formation 
Religious Education Coordinator: 

Barbara Collins 
Religious Ed. Assistant: Holly Tierney 

Holding the Parts Together 
Administrative Assistant: Loriann Chevremont 
Bookkeeper: Alex Bercy  
Sexton: Steven Wolf 
Church Officers: Betsy Beck, moderator; 

Jennifer Weigel, treasurer;  
Jennifer Oberto, clerk 

 

Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson 

Occasions for Service, Witness, and Prayer 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  
We gladly list joys and concerns, and typically print them for four weeks  
after they are offered in worship. (Prayer requests may be renewed at any time.) 

Continuing concerns: 
For neighbors in Kansas, grieving and uprooted by 

the tornadoes of last weekend • ourselves and 
others who long for joy in this season, while living 
in troubled times • survivors, families and friends of 

victims, and communities of the 657 mass 
shootings already carried out in 2021 • families and 
friends of more than 5,334,637 who have died due 
to Covid-19 disease, including 803,093 in the US • 
James O’Leary, in treatment for heart attack and 
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stroke • Linda Estabrook, recovering from broken 
hip • residents of areas devastated by volcanoes, 
storms, earthquakes, floods, fires, and drought • 

the people of Afghanistan • families seeking asylum 
and opportunity in the US • an end to hunger • 
courage and wisdom to reckon with the racism 
and white supremacism in our society and its 

violence • faithful care of God’s creation & repair 
of human damage to the environment • for our 
country’s leaders and for all citizens striving to 

hold our country to its best standards. 

Deborah Merwin and others in treatment for 
cancer — prayers for strength, healing, endurance 

for them, their families, friends, and caregivers. 

For survivors of war, for neighbors in conflict 
zones, and for repentance from the use of deadly 

force. 

Family & Friends  
who have passed away: 

Pastor Henry Prause; Diane Blodgett 

We thank God for the gift of life, and pray tender 
mercy on family and friends who are grieving.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PASTORAL VISIT, please call the church office (860-435-2442) or email 
Pastor John (jnelson@salisburyucc.org). Sometimes we don’t find out about an injury or illness 
or other need until long after — so please call! 

This Week at Salisbury UCC 

SUNDAY, 19 DECEMBER 
9AM Zoom Sunday School 
10AM Worship & Sunday School 
11:30AM Trustees Meeting 

MONDAY, 20 DECEMBER 
11:30AM Duplicate Bridge Club 

WEDNESDAY, 22 DECEMBER  
12:00PM Staff Christmas Luncheon 

THURSDAY, 23 DECEMBER 
7PM Choir Rehearsal 

FRIDAY, 24 DECEMBER  
Christmas Eve 

5:30PM Handbell choir prelude 
6:00PM Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 

 

 Please Recycle this Bulletin!  

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey: you are welcome here.  

30 Main Street | P.O. Box 392 | Salisbury, CT 06068 • 860-435-2442 
email: welcome@salisburyucc.org • web: salisburyucc.org 

Office Hours: 9am – 2pm, Monday-Friday 


