
 

 
5 September 2021 • 10:00AM 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

We Gather as the Church 

PRELUDE Voluntary in A minor - I Maurice Greene 

WELCOME 

 HYMN #404 “What Is This Place” KOMT NU MET ZANG 
(  The congregation may rise, in body or in spirit.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: God, be in our gathering, that we may know you and sing your praise. 

MANY: God, be in our praying,  
that we may find comfort where there is trouble.  

God, be in our singing, that we may feel the sweet rhythms of your presence.  
God, be in our Sabbath rest,  
that we may revere the wonder of your creation.  

God, be in our coming in and going out,  
that we may bind up the brokenhearted, set free the oppressed, and 
bring bread to a hungry world. Amen.  

RESPONSE IN SONG “God, Listen to Your Children” Ken Medema 

 
Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033. 
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A LITANY FOR LABOR DAY 
ONE: Let us offer our prayers to God, who pronounced all creation good,  
who lived and toiled on earth as one like us, and who calls us to relieve neighbors in 
conditions of poverty or oppression. God, give success to the work of our hands. 

ALL: God, give success to the work of our hands.  
For all those who work, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For those who are unemployed or underemployed, or have lost their jobs because 
of changing economic conditions, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For those who work in hazardous conditions with insufficient protection, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For migrant workers and all who work the land, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For all employers who strive to provide a just work environment: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For those facing discrimination, harassment, or abuse in the workplace, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
For those who balance job commitments with the needs of their family, let us pray: 

God, give success to the work of our hands. 
Loving God, in your own person you gave us an example to love one another as you 
love us. Grant us strength to continue working to bring forth your realm here on 
earth – a world of justice and peace, kindness and compassion, grace and mercy.  

God, give success to the work of our hands: Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “God, Listen to Your Children” Ken Medema 
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RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 146 
ONE: Hallelujah!  

MANY: Honor the Holy One, O my soul! 
I will acclaim the Almighty as long as I live;  

I will sing thanks to my God all my life long. 
Do not put your trust in the great, who are but mortals,  

Who are formed from the earth, and who cannot sustain. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;  

And on that day their plans come to nothing. 
Happy are those whose help is the God  
who restores unity and keeps covenant, 

Whose hope is in the Almighty, their God, 
Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;  

Who keeps faith forever; 
Who secures justice for those who are wronged;  

Who gives food to the hungry.  
The Holy One sets the prisoners free; 

The Holy One gives sight to the blind.  
The Holy One lifts up those who are oppressed;  

The Holy One loves those who journey in faithfulness. 
The Holy One watches over the stranger;  

And upholds the weak and the powerless,  
But the way of the wayward turns from life  
and leads to ruin. 

The Holy One will reign forever,  
Your God, O people of the Most High,  
for all generations.  

Hallelujah! 

We Proclaim the Gospel in Word 

 HYMN #816 “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee” WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 35:4-7a Old Testament, p. 811 
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:24-37 New Testament, p. 52 

SERMON “Good Comebacks” Pastor John A. Nelson 

We Respond in Prayer and Faith  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: Let us give, as each is able, according to the blessings God has given each of us. 
Whether our generosity is measured in crumbs or in a full meal, it will be enough: 
with God, a generous heart is the gift itself.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  
and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  
MUSICAL OFFERING “Lift thine eyes to the mountains” from Elijah Mendelssohn 
 Jennifer Oberto, Wendy Alfers, Peggy Hayes 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All that we call “ours” comes from you, Holy One: we are stewards of 
your bounty. Here we return a portion and ask your blessing: may our 
offerings be used to sow your justice, to feed the hungry, and to bring 
relief to afflicted neighbors near and far. Amen. 

We Feast at God’s Table 
INVITATION  

RESPONSIVE COMMUNION PRAYER 
ONE: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad. 
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Creator God, we bless you and praise you: You spoke and the Earth was formed; 
You drew a breath and the sea rose.  

All of creation sings your praises. 
From the dust of the Earth, you created our bodies. You gave us our senses and 
blessed us with the power of reason and love. Yet we turned against you and one 
another. 

Have mercy on us, Mighty God. 
And so you sent us your son, our brother Jesus, to show us how to love you. He 
announced good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, and 
freedom to the oppressed. 

Through all his life and death, he reconciled us to you and to our 
brothers and sisters. 

Witnessing to that reconciliation, on the night he was arrested, in company with his 
good friends, Jesus took the bread of Passover. After giving thanks, he broke it and 
said,  

 “Take. Eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this, 
remembering me.” 

After supper, he took a cup of wine and said, 
 “Drink this, all of you. This is the new covenant, sealed in my blood; 
whenever you drink it, do this, remembering me.” 

Remembering Jesus, we ask you to send the power of the Holy Spirit upon this 
bread and this wine, that these gifts may be for us the Sacrament of your healing 
presence among us in a broken and bleeding world. Feed us with your power; fill us 
with your peace; lead us, reconciled and redeemed, into the world to work for the 
liberation and reconciliation of all peoples. 

In the name of God — Creating, Redeeming, and Sanctifying — we 
pray, Amen. 

CALL TO PRAYER 
God be with you. 

And also with you. 
May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts. 

Christ is our peace, our light, and our hope. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
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 ACT OF PRAISE (sung)  GREATOREX 
Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, 
And to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen; Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 
We celebrate an open communion, welcoming every person to the table. We share the 

bread and the cup in Jesus’ name as a reenactment of an ancient vision of God’s feast for 
all people. We don’t require you to be a member of our church, or any church, to participate 

in this feast of grace: all that is needed is that you desire God’s nurture.  

We will hold the bread until all have been served and eat together, signifying our unity in 
Christ. We will drink the cup as we receive it, signifying our personal relationship with Christ.  

(The bread is gluten-free and the cup is non-alcoholic, as we strive to welcome all.) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
ONE: Eternal and gracious One, though we live in a world of need,  

ALL: here we have tasted your goodness  
and hungered for a world more just.  

Though afflicted by brokenness and division,  
here we have heard again your call  
to be a people of grace-filled community.  

Though daily we touch our limits,  
here we have received the fullness of your grace.  

Send us forth, O God,  
in faith, in hope, and in love. Amen.  

 HYMN #536 “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” SURGE ECCLESIA 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (#600)   

POSTLUDE Voluntary in A minor – II Maurice Greene 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Joanne Taber, Kathy Mera • Reader: Janet Kaufman  
Deacon: Jennifer Oberto 

Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary to the glory of God  
by Lorna and Dan Edmundson. 

Today’s liturgy is adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2020 
(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com); used by permission.  

Psalm adapted from The Psalms in Worship, Mary Susan Gast, © 2002; used by permission. Litany for Labor Day 
adapted from Interfaith Worker Justice, 2015 

In Our Prayers:  
We gladly list joys and concerns, and typically print them for four weeks  

after they are offered in worship. (Prayer requests may be renewed at any time.) 

Continuing concerns: 

New concerns: 
Those affected by storms and flooding from 

Hurricane Ida; and those bringing aid and rescue. 

Continuing concerns: 
Linda Estabrook, recovering from broken hip • the 
people of Afghanistan • healing from gun violence 
and its long-term trauma • families seeking asylum 

and opportunity in the US • Residents of areas 
devastated by volcanoes, storms, earthquakes, 
floods, fires, and drought • an end to hunger • 

courage and wisdom to reckon with the racism 
and white supremacism in our society and its 

violence • faithful care of God’s creation & repair 

of human damage to the environment • for our 
country’s leaders and for all citizens striving to 

hold our country to its best standards • for 
survivors of war, for neighbors in conflict zones, 
and for repentance by any who use deadly force. 

Family & Friends  
who have passed away: 

Sadegh Rafii • Jim Bly • Ellen Burcoff   

We thank God for the gift of life, and pray tender 
mercy on family and friends who are grieving. 

Thanksgivings: 
Zeah Rose Bercy, born to Alex and Kathline on 

August 9th   



 

Welcome to Church! 
Gathered in 1744, the Congregational Church of Salisbury is an Open and Affirming 
member of the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a 
great variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence here today is a 
gift to us! We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and 
fellowship.  

We seek to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds and love our neighbors as ourselves. 
This Church is Open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment 
regardless of race, ancestry, class, gender identity, physical and mental ability or sexual 

orientation. We Affirm each individual as a child of God, celebrating the total identity of each 
person. 

As an Open and Affirming Congregation, we commit to work toward ending ignorance, fear, 
hatred, prejudice, and discrimination against any person. 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here! 

If you are visiting us today, Welcome! Please sign our guest book and introduce yourself 
to our Pastor or to one of the Deacons. Fill out a welcome card in the pew to be put 
on our email list — and please join us in the Parish Hall for refreshments and fellowship 
following worship. Assistive Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher for 
assistance! 

Please set phones to silent (unless you’re expecting a call from Jesus) 
 

Please Recycle this Bulletin!  
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey: you are welcome here.  

30 Main Street | P.O. Box 392 | Salisbury, CT 06068 • 860-435-2442 
email: welcome@salisburyucc.org • web: salisburyucc.org 

Office Hours: 9am – 2pm, Monday-Friday 


