
 

13 June 2021 • 10:00AM 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 

bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 

regular phone (see below).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

You may also watch the service on our YouTube channel, which has better audio 

quality (though we’ll miss visiting with you in the Zoom meeting!): 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 

Faith is a bird that remembers dawn breaking and sings while it is still dark. 
― Author unknown 

Living faith belongs to the heart rather than to the head. People grow in faith 
through encounters with others whose fidelity to Christ is a lived experiential 
witness rather than fidelity to a set of truths.  

― Diarmuid O'Murchu 

Sometimes I wondered if I had any faith. 
I sat down and thought about it. 
And when I had had enough 
of that I got up 
and went on my way. 
And that—the getting up 
and going—was faith. 

― Mary Jean Irion 

Callout2  

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE "The Poet Speaks" from Kinderszenen Robert Schumann 

GREETING 

INTROIT  “Sanctuary” 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: The church is the place where the broken gather:  

ALL: let us worship God who reconciles us to one another and to God.  

The church is the place where the wounded, the wayward, and the weary are welcome:  

let us worship God who, with forgiving hands, shapes us into new people.  

The church is the place where the lost, the least, the forgotten, the ignored gather:  

let us worship God who looks at us with the eyes of love.  

HYMN #250 “Hymn of Promise” PROMISE 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Why is it so easy to boast of our achievements, yet so hard to humbly come to God with 

the mistakes we make? This is the place where we stand in the presence of the One who 

longs to shape us into new people. So, let us ask our loving God to forgive us, as we pray, 

saying,  
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UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

We confess, God of Faith, that we ask about someone’s background to see if 

they are like us, while you look at where their heart is grounded. We 

examine another’s intellect or athletic prowess, while you take notice of how 

they reach out to those who are different. We consider another’s 

accomplishments to judge how successful they are, and you observe whether 

they have faith the size of the smallest seed. Forgive us, Anointing God, for 

looking at those around us with human eyes, and not seeing them as created 

in your image. As you shape us into new people, give us new eyes, new 

hearts, new lives to follow Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior.  

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God’s love is not logical and understandable. For God forgives those we never would, and 

welcomes the lost, the least, the lout who desires another chance, and even each of us . 

This is the One who has mercy on everyone, pouring grace and joy into each 

life, including ours! Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSE IN SONG  “Sanctuary” TUNE  

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 133  

ONE: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

ALL: It is like precious oil joyfully poured on the head in greeting,  

Running down upon the chin,  

Running down over the collar of the anointed one’s robes. 

It is like the rich dew of the northern realm,  

Which falls in the south on the mountains the holy city.  

For there the Most High ordained blessing,  

Life forevermore. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

MODERN TESTIMONY from Beyond Religion: Ethics for a Whole World Dalai Lama XIV 

“It is clear that something is seriously lacking in the way we humans are going 

about things. But what is it that we lack? The fundamental problem, I believe, is 

that at every level we are giving too much attention to the external, material 

aspects of life while neglecting moral ethics and inner values. By inner values, I 

mean the qualities that we all appreciate in others, and toward which we all have 

a natural instinct, bequeathed by our biological nature as animals that survive and 

thrive only in an environment of concern, affection, and warm-heartedness — or 

in a single word, compassion. The essence of compassion is a desire to alleviate 
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the suffering of others and to promote their well-being. This is the spiritual 

principle from which all other positive inner values emerge.”  

ANCIENT TESTIMONY 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  

SERMON “Looking on the Heart” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: The realm of God is like this: people praising God gave something of themselves, and 

in that moment of giving people seeking food and shelter and hope received something they 

needed. The reign of God is ready for you!  

ALL: Let us offer our gifts with grateful praise,  

and commit them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “To a Wild Rose” Edward MacDowell 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

How does God answer the cries of those facing difficulties? With the gifts we 

offer. How do we remember those who worry about feeding children, finding 

medical care, or being filled with hope? By sharing from the abundance of 

our blessings, so all might know God cares for them. We pray, Holy God, 

that you will multiply the seeds we offer that they might become the 

greatest good for all your children. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION 

This year’s Confirmation class was held entirely online, like so much of our lives, as we sought 

ways to stay safely connected during the pandemic. As a final activity, in lieu of a composing a 

written statement of faith, the students shared their current thoughts about God, belief, and 

church in a Zoom conversation. Three of the students have chosen to confirm their baptism 

and become Covenant Partners in our congregation. One of the students, has decided that he 

is not ready to confirm that belief. As part of today’s Service of Confirmation, we share with 

you a small portion of our conversations  .  

INVITATION 

PASTOR: Friends in Christ, these young persons have found nurture and support in the midst 

of the family of Christ. Through prayer and study they have been led by the Holy Spirit to 

affirm their baptism, and to claim in our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ 
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and the members of the church. They are here for service to Jesus Christ, using the gifts 

that the Holy Spirit bestows.  

SENTENCES 

You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are equally citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus alone being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together 

and grows into a holy temple in Christ; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling 

place of God in the Spirit.   

STATEMENTS OF THE CANDIDATES 

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES 

Pastor John: Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? 

Candidates: I do. 

Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? 

I do. 

Barbara: Do you promise, by the grace of God,  

to be Christ’s disciple, 

to follow in the way of our Savior, 

to resist oppression and evil, 

to show love and justice, 

and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ  

as best you are able? 

I promise, with the help of God. 

Do you promise, 

according to the grace given you, 

to grow in the Christian faith 

and to be a faithful member 

of the church of Jesus Christ, 

celebrating Christ’s presence 

and furthering Christ’s mission in all the world? 

I promise, with the help of God. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

PASTOR: Let the whole congregation now reaffirm the faith that binds us as one: 

Do you believe in God? 

ALL: I believe in God.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit.  
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UNISON AFFIRMATION OF THE COVENANT 

OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SALISBURY, UCC 

We covenant with God and with one another to walk in God’s holy ways. We 

unite for the worship of God and for the continued striving to know and to 

do God’s will and for the s    ervice of God and humanity. We acknowledge 

this Church to be part of all those in every age and nation who are united by 

the Holy Spirit of God in Christ, and we dedicate ourselves to serve this 

fellowship according to our strength, ability, and opportunity. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CANDIDATES 

BARBARA COLLINS: As you prepare to be received into the church, let us pray in silence.  

(Silence) 

Let us pray together. 

Candidates and Teachers: O God, my God, 

known to me in Jesus Christ, 

I give myself to you as your own, 

to love and serve you faithfully 

all the days of my life. 

Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION  

PASTOR: Let us pray in silence. 

(Silent reflection) 

Let us pray together. 

ALL: Almighty God, who in baptism 

received these your servants into the church, 

forgave their sins, and promised them eternal life: 

increase in them the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

Grant love for others, joy in serving you, 

peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, 

kindness toward all persons, goodness in evil times, 

faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face of opposition, 

self-control in all things. Thereby strengthen them for their ministry in the 

world; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFIRMATION 

PASTOR: We rejoice, O merciful God, 

in the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

and in the Spirit’s power to awaken us to new truth 

and to inspire us to venture 

into fullness of life. 

We give you thanks 

that these young women and men have been moved 

to affirm their baptism. 
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Help them to live 

not for themselves 

but for Christ and those whom Christ loves. 

Keep them steady 

and abounding in hope, 

never giving up 

pressing toward the goal of life with you  

in Jesus Christ. 

Candidate(s) and people: Amen. 

QUESTION ABOUT PARTICIPATION 

BARBARA COLLINS: Do you promise to participate 

in the life and mission of this family of God’s people,  

sharing regularly in the worship of God 

and enlisting in the work of this local church  

as it serves this community and the world? 

Candidates: I promise, with the help of God. 

WELCOME 

PASTOR: Let us, the covenant partners of the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC, 

express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

People: We promise you our continuing friendship and prayers as we share 

the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit may we continue to grow together in the knowledge and love of God, 

and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

PRAYER 

PASTOR: O God, we praise you 

for calling us to faith 

and for gathering us into the church, 

the body of Christ. 

Together may we live in the Spirit, 

building up one another in love, 

sharing in the life and worship of the church, 

and serving the world for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen.  

HYMN  “You Are the Seed”  

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE “Toccata in E minor” Johann Pachelbel 
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Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Worshipers:  

Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC 

Salisbury UCC Choir; 

Betsy Beck and Jennifer Oberto, cantors 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim, music director 

Deborah Moore, reader 

Kathy Mera, online host 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson, preacher 

 


