
 

14 March 2021 • 10:00AM 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While 
we refrain from meeting in person during the COVID-19 crisis, we 
continue to share in worship together, virtually. This bulletin will 
guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 
charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 
background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 
hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 
boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 
  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 
1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 
regular phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join worship by Phone: call (646) 876-9923.  
When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

You may also watch the service on our YouTube channel, which has better audio 
quality (though we’ll miss visiting with you in the Zoom meeting!): 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 
“Whenever we give up, leave behind, and forget too much, there is always the 
danger that the things we have neglected will return with added force.”  

― Carl Jung, “Memories, Dreams, Reflections” 

“Unless we learn to know ourselves, we run the danger of destroying ourselves.”  
― Ja A. Jahannes, WordSong Poets 

“As soon as healing takes place, go out and heal somebody else.”  
― Maya Angelou 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE “O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig” – part 2 Johann Pachelbel 

GREETING 

INTROIT  “Rooted and Grounded in Love” 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: In this place, the community of faith is reminded of the promise: 

ALL: God’s love endures forever! 
In spite of our impatient grumbling, despite our attraction to the shadows: 

Christ’s light shines in us! 
When we think our hands are empty, when we have no music in our souls: 

the Spirit fills us with glad songs,  
and creates us for good works!  

HYMN #653 “Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries” MORNING SONG 

verses 1, 2, 4 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
Despite our best intentions, we tend towards impatience, irritability, and grumbling: 
discontent when we don’t get our way. But God, who is good and kind and gentle, comes 
to transform us, by grace, into the people we are meant to be. Let us open ourselves to the 
One who overflows with love for us, as we unburden ourselves, together, before God, 
saying: 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
The Light of the world has come, Ceaseless Creator,  

but we admit we love the shadows all around us.  
For there, we can boast of our achievements,  

rather than point to your grace;  
there, we can grumble of our unhappiness with you,  

instead of singing your praises;  
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there, we can give into our natural discontent,  
and not be touched by your call to be agents of peace and hope.  

Forgive us, Eternal Love:  
lead us from the shadows of sin  

into the light of your joy;  
raise us up, as your children,  

so we may kneel in service to others;  
shower us with the grace, the hope, the peace  

you have brought to us through Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior.  
(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ONE: Let the community of faith say so: 

ALL: God’s love endures forever! 
Let those gathered in grace say so: 

God’s love endures forever! 
Let those gathered from all parts of the world say so: 

God’s love endures forever! 
This is the good news for us: 

God’s love endures forever. Thanks be to God! Amen.  

RESPONSE IN SONG  “Rooted and Grounded in Love” Barbara Hamm 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
ONE: O give thanks to the Holy One, for God is good;  

MANY: The Holy One’s unfaltering love endures forever. 
Let those redeemed by the Most High say so,  

Those whom God delivered from adversity and gathered in from the lands,  
From the east and from the west,  

From the north and from the south. 
Some became sick through their headstrong ways,  

And because of their foolishness suffered affliction;  
They loathed any kind of food,  

And they drew near to the gates of death. 
Then they cried out to the Holy One in their distress,  

And God Most High delivered them from their troubles; 
The Almighty sent forth the word and healed them,  
And delivered them from destruction. 

Let them thank the Holy One for this unfaltering love,  
For these wondrous actions toward humankind. 

And let them offer thanksgiving,  
And tell of God’s deeds with songs of joy.  
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WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

MODERN TESTIMONY  from “You Have the Power to Create Love” Bo Sanchez 

“We are all wounded. But wounds are necessary for [God’s] healing light to 
enter into our beings. Without wounds and failure and frustrations and defeats, 
there will be no opening for [God’s] brilliance to trickle in and invade our lives. 
Failures in life are courses with very high tuition fees, so I don't cut classes and 
miss my lessons — on humility, on patience, on hope, on asking others for help, 
on listening to God, on trying again and again and again.”		

ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Numbers 21:4-9 
  John 3:14-21 

SERMON “Healed at a Glance” Pastor John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: As we offer our gifts and lives in this moment, may we become imitators of you, 
Gracious God, who holds nothing back from us, but is generous and gracious with all that is 
yours.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  
and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “For God So Loved the World” J. Stainer 

X DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

X UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
All that we have is yours, God of abundance; we are your caretakers. We 
pray that the gifts we dedicate in these moments might be used to reach out 
to those in all corners of the world who need hope, who hunger for food and 
justice, who yearn for peace, and who long for your graceful presence in their 
lives. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.  



Salisbury UCC Fourth Sunday in Lent (14 March 2021) p. 5 

HYMN #377 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” HOUSTON 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN 

POSTLUDE “O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig” – part 1 Johann Pachelbel 

X X X 
Worshipers:  

Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC 

Salisbury UCC Choir; 
Jennifer Oberto, cantor 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim, music director 

Jennifer Weigel, reader 
Kathy Mera, online host 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson, preacher 


