
 

28 February 2021 • 10:00AM 

Second Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 

bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 

regular phone (see below). 

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join worship by Phone: call (646) 876-9923.  

When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

You may also watch the service on our YouTube channel, which has better audio 

quality (though we’ll miss visiting with you in the Zoom meeting!): 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 

“Practice giving things away, not just things you don't care about, but things you 
do like. Remember, it is not the size of a gift, it is its quality and the amount of 
mental attachment you overcome that count. … Give small things, carefully, and 
observe the mental processes going along with the act of releasing the little 
thing you liked.”  

— Robert A.F. Thurman 

“The day I understood everything, was the day I stopped trying to figure 
everything out. The day I knew peace was the day I let everything go.”  

—  C. JoyBell C. Author, poet 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

INTROIT  “Nothing Can Trouble” 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, 

following Jesus wherever he leads us. 

ALL: Lent calls us to journey to the place where God covenants with us, 

to receive the new names we are given. 

Lent calls us to worship together, 

to tell future generations the good news. 

Lent calls us to practice shalom, 

to bring God's hope to all people. 

Lent calls us to faithful living, 

to trust the One who gives us life. 

Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, 

to trust the One who bears it with us. 

Lent calls us to journey with God. 

Let us worship God, who walks with us, 

this and every day. 

HYMN # “The God of Abraham Praise” LEONI 

verses 1, 2, 4 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

One: Given a test on our faith, would we have a passing grade? Looking at our lives of 

discipleship, would we be considered good models for others? When we fail to trust God, 
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we discover that we do indeed lead barren lives. Let us be honest as we stand before our 

God, and bring our confessions for forgiveness and hope. 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of Sarah and Abraham, in this holy place,  

we acknowledge how weak is our discipleship.  

We can spend hours at the computer,  

but only give you fleeting moments of our time.  

We can talk endlessly on our cell phones,  

but fall silent when it comes to sharing  

our fears, our worries, our hopes with you.  

We seek quick fixes for our problems,  

rather than seeking your vision for remaking our lives. 

God, forgive us: 

for our lack of trust; 

for our faithless living; 

for our closing our ears to the call of Jesus. 

Forgive us, so we may lay aside all the keeps us from you, and take up the life 

you offer to us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

This is the good news: God does not go back on the promises made so long ago. God does 

not reject us, God redeems us. God does not withhold love, God pours it into our barren 

lives. 

Forgiven of our sins, filled with hope, living in relationship with God and one 

another - we are a new people. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG  “Nothing Can Trouble”  

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 22:23-31 

ONE: You who know the Almighty, give honor!  

All you offspring of wanderers and heirs of grace, give praise!  

ALL: Stand in awe of the Most High,  

all you who are God's people! 

For the Holy One did not despise my affliction,  

or abhor me in my affliction;  

Nor did the Almighty turn away from me,  

but heard my cry for help.  

You, O Redeemer,  

cause me to rejoice when the community gathers;  

I will offer my thanksgiving  

in the company of those who seek Your presence.  
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The needy shall feast and be satisfied;  

All those who seek the Most High shall give reverence.  

May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember God's deeds  

and turn to the Holy One;  

All the families of all the nations shall revere the Most High. 

For the Eternal One reigns,  

It is our God who has authority over the nations of earth. 

All who sleep in the earth shall declare this; 

All who go down to the dust  

and cannot keep themselves alive shall give honor,  

Our children and our children's children will follow God's way;  

Future generations will hear about the Holy One; 

They will proclaim deliverance by the Almighty to a people yet unborn. 

For God has done it. God has stayed with us. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

MODERN TESTIMONY from “The Reckless Way of Love “ Dorothy Day 

“When we are asked to show our love for God, our desire for God, when God asks us as 

Jesus asked Peter, 'Lovest thou me?' we have to give proof of it. 'Lovest thou me more than 

these, more than any human companionship, more than any human love?' It is not filth and 

ugliness, drugs and drink and perversion God is asking us to prefer him to. He is asking us 

to prefer him to all beauty and loveliness. To all other love. God is giving us a chance to 
prove our faith, our hope, our charity. It is as hard and painful as Abraham's ordeal, when 

he thought he was asked to perform a human sacrifice and immolate his son.”  

ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Mark 8:31-38   

SERMON “Cracked and Sprung” Pastor John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: God, we are grateful for your insistent reminder that with you life is bountiful, 

goodness is abundant, and hope is reality. We give thanks, and we give of ourselves — 

knowing that in our giving, your grace transforms our lives.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 
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RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING  

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Holy One, may all that we give represent our willingness to release the 

abundance you placed in our hands, so others might be blessed by your 

grace, your peace, your hope, in every moment of their lives.  

In Jesus' name, we pray: Amen. 

HYMN #726 “The Summons” KELVINGROVE 

verses 1, 2, 5 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE   

   
Worshipers:  

Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC 

Salisbury UCC Choir; 

Jennifer Oberto, cantor 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim, music director 

Sue Morrill, reader 

Karin Noyes, online host 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson, preacher 


