
 

11 October 2020 • 10:00AM 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 
person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 
charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 
background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 
hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 
boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 
  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 
1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 
regular phone (see below).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 
YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. 
If you are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, 
you can turn off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 
“This ‘being human’ is a guest house. Every morning is a new arrival. A joy, a 
depression, a meanness, some momentary awareness comes as an unexpected 
visitor: welcome and entertain them all. Treat each guest honorably. The dark 
thought, the shame, the malice, meet them at the door laughing, and invite 
them in. Be grateful for whoever comes, because each has been sent as a guide 
from beyond.”  

― Jalaluddin Mevlana Rumi  

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE Gavotte en Rondeau from Partita in E major for solo Violin J.S. Bach 

GREETING 

INTROIT  “O Sing to Our God” 

 
Text: Brazilian folk song; trans. Spanish, 1982, and English, 1986, Gerhard M. Cartford 

Music: Brazilian folk melody; arr. Gerhard M. Cartford, 1982 
English and Spanish Trans. and Music Arr. © Gerhard M. Cartford (admin. Augsburg Fortress) 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: From where we are sheltering in place, 
from where sacred spaces where 
folks are socially distancing themselves, 

ALL: we are gathered as God’s people, 
called to the Table where brokenness 
nourishes us with simple grace. 

From virtual communities from all over the world, 
with families gathered in living spaces, 

we are gathered as God’s faithful community, 
serving, living, caring wherever we are. 

From neighborhoods made up of those 
of every class, every race, every branch of faith, 
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we are gathered as witnesses to God’s hope 
and peace which have not disappeared  
in every place, in every person in this uncertain time. 

HYMN  “Lord of All Hopefulness” SLANE 

 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033.  
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CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
In these confusing days, it is easy to think that there are no rules we need to follow, but we 
can live, act, do whatever we want. But Paul reminds us that, when we gain Christ Jesus as 
our Lord and Savior, we receive exactly what we need - forgiveness, grace, hope. Let us 
confess our foolishness to God, that we might know God's healing love for us! 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 
If we were to name all the gods we have before you, Rock of Redemption, we 
would be here for a very long time. We elevate politicians into saviors, 
though they are as broken as we are. We misuse your name so much during 
the uncertain and terrifying days, we have trouble speaking to you in prayer 
at night. We are so busy being worried and fearful, we do not notice how 
creation witnesses to your goodness and grace. 
 Forgive us, God our Hope. Even in our uncertainty, may we trust that 
your love never abandons us. Even in our fears, may we know that your 
presence never leaves our side. Even when our faith falters, may we know 
that your grace is the most valuable gift we have, and we can open our 
emptiness, our hearts, our lives to the healing and loving presence of Jesus 
Christ, our Teacher and Savior. 

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ONE: Persistently, patiently, lovingly, God pours out grace and joy into our lives, healing our 
brokenness, forgiving our sin. 

ALL: Loved, we are sent to love those who have been forgotten.  
Forgiven, we are freed to offer mercy to those who are cruel to us.  
Graced, we can offer our gifts to everyone we meet.  
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG # “O Sing to Our God” 

 
Text: Brazilian folk song; trans. Spanish, 1982, and English, 1986, Gerhard M. Cartford 

Music: Brazilian folk melody; arr. Gerhard M. Cartford, 1982 
English and Spanish Trans. and Music Arr. © Gerhard M. Cartford (admin. Augsburg Fortress) 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 
ONE: Honor the Holy One!  

ALL: O give thanks to the Most High, for God is good;  
The Almighty’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Who can recount all the mighty deeds of the Creator,  
or fully proclaim God’s honor? 

Happy are those who do justice,  
Whose actions always reflect God’s compassion. 

Remember me, O Holy One, when You smile upon Your people;  
Come to my aid when You deliver them; 

That I may see the thriving of those who live in covenant with You,  
That I may rejoice in the gladness of Your people,  

That I may take joy in Your people. 
We, like our ancestors before us,  

Have been unfaithful to our God;  
We have gone astray;  

We have worked malice. 
They made a calf and bowed down to this idol cast from metal. 

They exchanged the grandeur of the Most High  
for the image of an ox that eats grass. 

They forgot God, their Savior,  
Who had done great things and wondrous works  
in the land of their captivity,  
And awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 

In their oblivion they would have come to destruction, had not Moses,  
The Holy One’s agent of liberation 

stood in the chasm before the Almighty,  
To turn them away from the path to devastation. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

MODERN TESTIMONY from “The Long Loneliness” Dorothy Day  

We were just sitting there talking and someone said, “Let’s all go live on a farm.” 

It was as casual as all that, I often think. It just came about. It just happened. 

I found myself, a barren woman, the joyful mother of children. It is not always 
easy to be joyful, to keep in mind the duty of delight. 

The most significant thing about The Catholic Worker is poverty, some say. 
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The most significant thing is community, others say. We are not alone anymore. 

But the final word is love. At times it has been, in the words of Father Zossima, a 
harsh and dreadful thing, and our very faith in love has been tried through fire. 

We cannot love God unless we love each other, and to love we must know each 
other. We know [God] in the breaking of bread, and we are not alone any more. 
Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with a crust, where there is 
companionship. 

We have all known the long loneliness and we have learned that the only 
solution is love and that love comes with community. 

It all happened while we sat there talking, and it is still going on.  

ANCIENT TESTIMONY Philippians 4:1-9   

SERMON “You Can Rejoice Now!” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: We are a community of people who choose to follow Jesus. We share much with 
early Christians who “struggled in the work of the gospel” — and also found joy in the 
struggle, joy in the life they shared together. Whatever we are carrying this morning, or 
what we face, we are not alone. Knowing that our resources are gifts of God, and in 
gratitude for the gift of our life together, we commit those gifts to the work of healing the 
world. 

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  
and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, Chorale BWV 715 J.S. Bach 

X DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

X UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We can join in hoarding all the gifts with which you bless us, God of 
generosity, or we can share them with others. May what we offer in these 
moments be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace others need. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
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HYMN #373 “O Day of Peace” JERUSALEM 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE   

X X X 
Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Members and Friends of the  
Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC Worshipers 

Jennifer Oberto Cantor 

Tom Key Reader 

Salisbury UCC Choir  

Nicholas O’Neil Video production 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson Preacher 

 
Today’s liturgy adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2020 

(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com). Used with permission.  
 


