
 

20 September 2020 • 10:00AM 
“Wilderness Sunday” 

Third Week of the Season of Creation 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 
person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 
charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 
background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 
hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 
boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 
  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 
1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any regular 
phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 
YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. If you 
are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, you can turn 

off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 
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WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE “Little Song” S.L. Kalcheim 

GREETING 

INTROIT  “Holy, Holy, Holy” J. Nelson 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP     
ONE: In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  
in the name of Christ, the pulse of life, 
and in the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen. 

ALL: Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

Christ, we come into your presence to worship in this sanctuary called Earth: 
A planet pulsating with your presence — 
a presence quivering in the forests, 
a presence vibrating in the land, 
a presence pulsating in the wilderness, 
a presence shimmering in the rivers. 

God, reveal yourself to us in this place, and show us your face in all creation. 
Holy! Holy! Holy! 
The whole earth is filled with your glory! 
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HYMN #15 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

(vv. 1, 2, 3) 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: In this sanctuary, set apart to give praise to God, we remember the wide and untamed 
sanctuary of God’s creation.  

Many: We remember the wild places God created,  
the worlds of wonder and mystery, 
the spirit of the wilderness. 

Jesus Christ, from the wilderness hear our cry: 
We regret that we have become alienated from Earth,  
and have treated this garden 
as a beast to be tamed,  
as a domain to be dominated,  
and as a place to be ruled for our gain. 

We remember and confess how we have violated and polluted  
the wild places of our garden planet. 

We are sorry. 
We have polluted deserts with radioactive waste. 
We have torn holes in the ozone layer. 
We have desecrated sacred sites in the mountains. 
We have destroyed the homes of wild creatures.  
We have built a way of life that tears down the way of your wild creation. 
We are sorry. We are sorry. 

We unburden ourselves in silent prayer. 

ABSOLUTION 
Christ hears our confession out of the wildness, forgives our sins against the wilderness, 
and calls us now to open our ears and our hearts to sustain rather than to destroy the 
wilderness, the world God has filled with wonder. 

Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home  
and all living creatures as our kin. 
Help us to return home to Earth. 

I speak for Christ: 
I invite you to come home to Earth, and I call you to care for this planet with love,  
to nurture the wilderness as I have nurtured you, and to join me in healing creation. 

Shalom! Shalom! We are coming home! 
As we come home to Earth, 

Christ, have mercy. 
As we seek to love our home, 

Christ, have mercy. 
As we seek to care for our kin, 

Christ, have mercy. 
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WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  from Psalm 18:6-19  
ONE: In my distress I called upon the Holy One; 
to my God I cried for help. 

ALL: From the temple the Creator heard my voice, 
 and my cry reached God’s ears. 

Then the earth reeled and rocked; 
the foundations also of the mountains trembled 
and quaked in God’s anger. 

Smoke went up from God’s nostrils, 
and devouring fire from the Almighty’s mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth. 

God bowed the heavens, and came down; 
thick darkness was under the Creator’s feet, 

Who rode on a cherub, and flew; 
Who came swiftly upon the wings of the wind, 

Who made darkness the covering all around, 
Whose canopy was thick clouds dark with water. 

Out of the brightness before God  
there broke through the Holy One’s clouds 
hailstones and coals of fire. 

YHWH also thundered in the heavens, 
the Most High uttered speech, 

and sent out arrows, and scattered them; 
flashed forth lightnings, and routed them. 

Then the channels of the sea were seen, 
and the foundations of the world were laid bare 

at your rebuke, O God, 
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

God reached down from on high, and took me; 
God drew me out of mighty waters. 

God delivered me from my strong enemy, 
and from those who hated me; 
for they were too mighty for me. 

They confronted me in the day of my calamity; 
but the Almighty was my support. 

God brought me out into a broad place; 
and delivered me, because God delighted in me. 
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MODERN TESTIMONY  from the Preface to Desert Solitaire Edward Abbey 

May your trails be crooked, winding, lonesome, dangerous, leading to the most 
amazing view. May your mountains rise into and above the clouds. May your 
rivers flow without end, meandering through pastoral valleys tinkling with bells, 
past temples and castles and poets' towers into a dark primeval forest where 
tigers belch and monkeys howl, through miasmal and mysterious swamps and 
down into a desert of red rock, blue mesas, domes and pinnacles and grottos of 
endless stone, and down again into a deep vast ancient unknown chasm where 
bars of sunlight blaze on profiled cliffs, where deer walk across the white sand 
beaches, where storms come and go as lightning clangs upon the high crags, 
where something strange and more beautiful and more full of wonder than your 
deepest dreams waits for you — beyond that next turning of the canyon walls. 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Romans 8:18-27 

SERMON “Sacred Scary Space” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: Generous, Creator God, you blessed the world with wilderness — places where your 
spirit of life goes untamed in a rich cycle of life and death and new life. We declare your 
wild creation to be truly good. In honor of the life and goodness we make our tithes and 
offerings, returning to you a portion of the richness you have given us. 

ALL: With our gifts and with all creation, we bless our Creator. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “Berceuse” Louis Vierne 

X DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

X UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
God of wildness and grace, we bless these gifts in your name. May they honor 
you. May they bring a measure of healing to your earth. May this be a new 
beginning of our giving — giving the best we can offer to your gracious rule 
of all the world. We ask it in Jesus’ name; Amen. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

HYMN #17 “Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!” WIE LIEBLICH IS DER MAIEN 

(vv. 1, 2, 4) 
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BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE “Pastoral Song” Jean Langlais 

X X X 
Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Members and Friends of the  
Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC Worshipers 

Jennifer Oberto Cantor 

Karin Noyes Reader 

Salisbury UCC Choir  

Nicholas O’Neil Video production 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson Preacher 

 


