
 

12 July 2020 • 10:00AM 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 

bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any regular 

phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 

YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. If you 

are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, you can turn 

off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/
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WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE Voluntary Excerpt and Improvisation J. Stanely 

GREETING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

INTROIT  “Rooted and Grounded in Love Barbara Hamm 

 
Copyright © 2011 Barbara Hamm 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Fresh corn dripping with butter, 

juicy peaches topping our cereal: 

praise is due to you, God of the harvest! 

Children chasing fireflies in evening’s shadows, 

colleagues picnicking in the backyard: 

praise is due to you, God of summer days! 

Parents tightening training wheels on bikes, 

neighbors transforming strangers into friends: 

praise is due to you, God of our lives! 

HYMN #395 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LIEBSTER JESU 
verses 1 & 3 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

We could offer seeds of hope, but miss the opportunity. We could help a friend with a 

difficult problem, but our own problems get in the way. We could smooth the way for 

someone stumbling through life, but think we’re not able. Let us confess our harvest of sin 

to our God, as we pray together, saying, 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

We know the seeds we have sown, Harvesting God:  

anger that springs from our hurting hearts;  

bitterness that flows like a rushing river into another’s soul;  

harsh words that wrap their thorny briars around a friend’s kindness;  

indifference that quenches the fire of passion. 
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Forgive us, Loving God, and have mercy.  

Your grace can turn our fallow hearts into rich fields of love.  

Your hope can smooth the rocks in our way, so we can go to be reconciled to 

another. Your love for us in Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, can 

untangle the thorny mess we have made of our lives. Open us again to these 

gifts, we pray. 

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

No ifs, no ands, no buts: now there is no condemnation — period! God answers all our 

hurts, our wrongs, our sin with forgiving grace. Believe this good news, my friends. 

We are stunned by your mercy, and embraced in your love, Forgiving God. 

We lift our thanks to you! Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “Rooted and Grounded in Love” Barbara Hamm 
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WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 119: 105-112 

ONE: Your word is a lamp at my feet  

MANY: And a light to my path. 

I have sworn an oath and fulfilled it,  

To follow Your designs of faithful compassion. 

I come before You in deep anguish;  

Restore my life, O Holy One, in accord with Your word. 

Accept my offerings of honor and thanksgiving, O Eternal One,  

And teach me Your ways. 

Though my life is at risk,  

I do not neglect Your teachings. 

The corrupt have laid a snare for me,  

But I do not stray from Your intentions. 
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Your words are my inheritance forever;  

They are the joy of my heart. 

My heart is set to follow Your path forever,  

To the end. 

A READING FROM THE PROPHETS: Isaiah 55:10-13  

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   

SERMON “Good Seed; Good Soil”  

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: God’s Word finds fertile ground each time we share the gifts we’ve received. The gifts 

we offer, as our response to God’s generosity with us, are helping to share the realm of 

shalom: wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy. May every good gift carry our gratitude into 

the world that God loves, reaching neighbors, friends, and strangers alike. 

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “Improvised Fantasia on Slane” 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Holy One, generous Planter of grace, bless these gifts that they may do your 

will and bear your love. Bless us, that we may be part of your mending of the 

world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

HYMN #171 “A Sower Came from Ancient Hills” SEACHRIST 

verses 1, 2, 4 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE Toccata in E minor Pachelbel 

   
 


