
 

5 July 2020 • 10:00AM 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 

bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any regular 

phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 

YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. If you 

are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, you can turn 

off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 

“One is not absolutely alone, one cannot live and die for oneself alone. My life 
and my death are not purely and simply my own business. I live by and for 
others, and my death involves others.” 

Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander. 

“This we know. The earth does not belong to people. People belong to the earth. 
This we know. All things are connected. Whatever befalls the earth, befalls the 
people of the earth. We did not weave the web of life. We are but a mere strand 
in it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.” 

Chief Seattle 

“Jesus is brought into being through Community and participates in the co-
creation of it…. Hence what is truly Christological, that is truly revealing of divine 
incarnation and salvific power in human life, must reside in connectedness and 
not in single individuals.” 

Rita Nakashima Brock 
Journeys by Heart 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

INTROIT #701 “Sanctuary” 

 
Words and Music: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs © 1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Music, admin by The Kruger 

Organization. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Who are we who gather this summer Sunday? 

MANY: We are those besieged by the messages and values of the world, but 

who choose to live instead by God’s truth.  
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Why do we come here? 

We come to worship God, the source of life, to hear again the story of Jesus, 

to discern the Spirit’s way, and find grace to walk it. 

How are we enabled? 

We attend to God’s Word, contemplate the richness of the gospel story, 

pray to be strengthened by the Holy Spirit for faithful life, and meet at the 

table of thanksgiving to be fed by grace. Let us worship God!  

SUNG RESPONSE  “Sanctuary” 

AN INDEPENDENCE DAY REFLECTION  

ONE: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in 

joy, all you who mourn over her. For thus says YHWH: I will extend prosperity to her like a 

river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be 

carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I will 

comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. You shall see, and your heart shall 

rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of 

YHWH is with all who give themselves wholly to God. (from Isaiah 66) 

ALL (sung): O beautiful for spacious skies, 

for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties 

above the fruited plain: 

America! America! 

God grant that we may be 

a sisterhood and brotherhood 

from sea to shining sea. 

God of love and mercy, 

You have lavished your creative wonder on this land, entrusting us with an 

abundance of natural beauty and resources. 

Mighty Creator, may we always remember that this earth is yours and we are its caretakers.  

We have partly treasured, but also greatly abused your creation. Give us the 

strength of will to correct our ways, Holy One, that we may use what you 

have given us with care and thanksgiving. 

(Sung) O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 

whose stern, impassioned stress 

a thoroughfare for freedom beat 

across the wilderness: 

America! America! 

God mend thine ev’ry flaw, 

confirm thy soul in self-control, 

thy liberty in law. 

God of love and mercy, 

You shower us with grace and not condemnation, with love and not hate, 

with acceptance and not fear. 
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Holy One, may we always remember that righteousness is more than law: it is your love, 

reflected in our living.  

Give us the wisdom to perceive when for good or ill we have failed to live 

into your promise of a beloved community. Grant us the courage of our 

pilgrim ancestors’ best vision, to challenge every injustice with the wisdom 

we learn from you. 

(Sung) O beautiful for heroes proved 

in liberating strife, 

who more than self their country loved, 

and mercy more than life: 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine, 

’til all success be nobleness, 

and ev’ry gain divine. 

God of love and mercy, 

You have filled this nation with peoples from all races and cultures, blending 

us into a country blessed with diversity and strength. 

Source of all, remind us that patriotism, courage, and love of country are qualities we find in 

all neighbors, whether our families have been here for generations or have just arrived.  

Open our eyes to the subtleties of prejudice that place limits on our under-

standing of citizen, stranger, and newcomer to our land. Open our hearts 

and minds that we may perceive and honor and welcome you in every 

person, and make our land a place of deep hospitality.  

(Sung) O beautiful for patriot dream 

that sees beyond the years 

thine alabaster cities gleam, 

undimmed by human tears: 

America! America! 

God shed full grace on thee:  

a nation blessed with none oppressed, 

true land of liberty. 

God of love and mercy, 

You have blessed us with the vision of a holy city, where everyone who loves, 

belongs. May we live for your vision, and make it our own. 

Instill in us the humility which comes with the knowledge that we have done nothing to 

deserve the blessings we have, but they come as your unearned gift to all people.  

Correct us, and direct us, and enlighten us, that we may be servants to the 

world and to all peoples. We ask this in Jesus’ name, who is our God yet 

servant to all: Amen. 

(Sung) America! America! 

God grant that we may be 

a sisterhood and brotherhood 

from sea to shining sea! 
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WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 145:8-14  

ONE: The Author of Life is gracious and compassionate,  

MANY: Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The Most High is good to all,  

And lavishes kindness over all creation. 

All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Blessed One,  

And all Your faithful shall honor You. 

They will speak of the marvels of Your realm, and tell of Your power, 

So that all people may know Your mighty deeds,  

and the glorious splendor of Your realm. 

Your reign is an everlasting reign,  

And Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Most High is faithful in all promises, 

And loving in all deeds. 

The Redeemer supports all who stumble,  

And raises up all who are oppressed. 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Zechariah 9:9-12  

ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Romans 7:15-25a 

SERMON “Declaring Interdependence” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

OFFERTORY 

Leader: God made us for one another. We discover the best part of ourselves when we are 

serving one another, loving one another. Each opportunity to give — whether gifts of tithes 

and monetary offerings, or gifts of companionship and compassion — is a new opportunity 

to encounter God. Let’s respond to God generously, right now.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “To a Wild Rose” E. MacDowell 

 (from Woodland Sketches, Op. 51, No. 1) 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 
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 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God, you gave us all that we have and you invite us to increase in generosity. 

We ask your blessing on what we give, so the gifts may do good in the world. 

We ask your blessing on us, so we can give ever more deeply, and in our 

giving grow closer to you, the Giver of all good things. Amen!  

WE FEAST AT GOD’S TABLE 

APPROACH  

In the beginning, the Spirit brooded time into being: 

So that God could give form to the world. 

At the Incarnation, the Spirit breathed God's time into being: 

So that the world could receive the Living Word. 

Through Pentecost, the Spirit brought transformed time into being: 

So that the Word of Life could be everywhere encountered. 

Entering these gifts of bread and wine the Spirit blesses this time being: 

So this encounter with Spirit can comfort, challenge, and transform us. 

CONFESSION 

One: Creator God, your Spirit brings us many different gifts:  

All: forgive us when we have coveted only the spectacular ones … 

We unburden ourselves in silence 

Your Spirit speaks to us through many different voices:  

forgive us when we have cut off the disconcerting ones … 

silence 

Your Spirit offers us many different insights:  

forgive us when we have considered only the comfortable ones … 

silence 

Your Spirit invites us into many different moments of possibility: 

forgive us when we have closed down the costly ones … 

silence 

Spirit of the living God, beyond time, and yet here with us now – 

give us the wisdom to receive and treasure all your gifts, 

the discernment to hear and respond to your voice, 

the understanding to see and follow your patterns, 

and the courage to recognize and seize your moments. 

So may we grow in knowledge of Christ’s realm, 

deepen in dependence on its grace, 

and love in accordance with its measures. Amen. 

INVITATION 

COMMUNION STORY  
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SANCTUS 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

CONSECRATION 

And as we share these gifts of grace may the Holy Spirit take and transform them 

that we may know their comfort and their challenge, 

and so find ourselves and our time 

in turn transformed by heaven itself. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy Spirit, you who birthed creation and enabled Incarnation: 

Continue to form and nurture us as we stumble towards maturity. 

Spirit, you who led Jesus into the wilderness: 

Stir us out of ease and safety as we follow the way of Christ. 

Spirit, you who transformed the disciples: 

Grace us and gift us for the task of building God’s realm. 

Spirit, you whom Jesus bequeathed to all who follow the way of shalom: 

Continue to comfort and discomfort us  

until justice prevails, peace reigns, and love directs all. 

HYMN #547 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” AR HYD Y NOS 

verses 1 & 3 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725033.  

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE Improvisation on Ar Hyd y Nos  

   
 


