
 BLUE SKY PROBUS CLUB North Bay (#268) 
 General Meeting Minutes 

 Date:  Tues. June 14, 2022, 10 am 
 Location:  The Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse,  2025 Main St. W., North Bay 

 Executive in attendance:  Lori McDowell - VP 
 Howard Kizell - Past President 
 Bob Newman - Treasurer 
 Kathy Ellis - Secretary 

 Regrets:  Jeff Serran - President 
 Total in attendance: 16 (plus 1 online) 
 Start time: 10:12 am 

 ●  Lori McDowell welcomed everyone; confirmed no new members or guests in attendance 
 ●  Everyone had received a ticket for the door prize upon arrival ($50 gift certificate to 

 Applelicious) 
 ●  Looking for volunteers for a guest speaker committee; want ideas for potential speakers; 

 have confirmed speakers for July and August (Director/Curator North Bay Museum and 
 Sports Tourism); Lori is okay with chasing down leads but need suggestions and 
 contacts; email her  Ldm199219@hotmail.com 

 ●  Marianne Persia mentioned that the president of Canadore was going to give us a tour 
 before the pandemic; Howard said that we would have to take that to Marty Brown (the 
 president of the other North Bay PROBUS club #229) as they had set it up for us. 

 ●  Lori shared that greeting cards were sent out on behalf of the club to: 
 ○  Ruthann Rivers (she is our former VP and her husband, Michael, is in the 

 hospital 
 ○  Jeff Serran (current President; recovering from a car accident) 

 ●  Lori thanked our “Care Bear” Lorraine Guillemette 
 ●  Please notify someone on the executive if you know of a member who is experiencing 

 an illness or loss so that we can let them know that we are thinking about them 
 ●  Reminder that dues were due April 30 ($35); we have liability issues and have to make a 

 payment per member to PROBUS Canada. 
 ●  Belle Kizell was the only June birthday present today; so she gave a brief blurb about 

 herself. 
 ●  Belle is married to Howard (our past president); she’s from Cochrane but went away to 
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 school at 18; she provided a lot of time/support for her mother - “does” music, 
 art, singing, choir, piano, the arts in general. “I am generally a happy 
 person!” 

 ●  Lori thanked Kathy Ellis (Secretary) for preparing a handout with a list of contacts for the 
 club executive and the various activity groups that the two North Bay PROBUS clubs 
 offer for us to join. 

 ●  TREASURER’S REPORT  (Bob Newman):  We have 85 members.  18 have not paid 
 (really only about 14 as some are not well…and by the end of the meeting he said that 
 only a few had not paid) - our bank balance is $6,019.97. We do not pay any bank fees; 
 only service charges on etransfers. He will call those who have not paid. 

 ●  Lori - asked the members why they think our attendance is low at our meetings? 
 ●  Diane Szewczyk - Outdoor activities (Tues/Fri hiking/walking) conflict with our meeting 

 time and we don’t like to miss our walks; Kathy Ellis - agreed with this - Lori asked if we 
 should look at another day/time? Maybe the morning of another day? Or later the same 
 day? (although complicated to change and have booked The Motherhouse) - asked for 
 ideas to help motivate members to come to meetings. 

 ●  Diane S and Wanda Wallace - we came to support the new executive! 
 ●  CHOIR CLUB  - Belle Kizell - will restart in September.  You don’t have to know how to 

 sing or read music; no pressure. Belle will make recordings of all the parts. We do need 
 a venue and we may need to stay 6’ apart which may be a challenge for some (Howard 
 offered the synagogue as a venue). In the past, choir was Wednesday afternoons 
 1:30-3:00. When asked what type of music, Belle responded…pop, newly composed, 
 folk, some familiar, some not, Christmas carols. No expectations…you only have to be 
 able to breathe. Heather Gardiner will accompany. 

 ●  WINE & CHEESE  CLUB  - Marianne Persia spoke for Peggy  Bonell -  Peggy told 
 Marianne that they charged $5 last year for the wine and cheese but they lost money. 
 Peggy suggested they charge $10 this time in advance and the wine and cheeses are 
 not cheap ones. Please bring your own LAWN CHAIR. Please etransfer 
 (  mariannegary@bell.net  ) or pay directly to Marianne.  If the wine and cheese is not a 
 success Marianne said that we may not offer one again. 

 ●  ROPEO (Retired Old People Eating Out)  CLUB  - dinner  at Cecil’s will be Friday, June 
 17 at 5 pm (not Thursday) - response has been good - had 10 at the last dinner. 

 ●  BOOK CLUB  - the next book will be Murdered Midas (Sir  Harry Oakes who made his 
 money through a gold mine in Kirkland Lake) on July 18 at 2 pm at Heli’s. If the weather 
 is poor it will be via zoom. Terry Blair will be presenting A Year In Provence on August 15 
 at 2pm at her home. 

 ●  WALKING GROUPS  - Wanda Wallace spoke for Olive Ridler.  We have covered a lot of 
 territory and it is a lot of fun! There is Olive’s Monday group (  oliver@nipissingu.ca  ) and 
 also the Tues/Friday group offered through the other NORTH BAY PROBUS group’s Bob 
 Barnett (  milbobbar@gmail.com  ).“I’m not that slow!”  Wanda said,meaning they aren’t 
 THAT fast. When asked how far they go, Wanda said that they usually go for about an 
 hour (usually just under 5 km). Contact Olive and she will forward Bob’s emails to you as 
 well. Kathy mentioned to bring your lawn chair for the thermos sits on Tues/Fri. And 
 sometimes there are brownies, date squares, or oatmeal cookies! 
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 ●  Marianne Persia requested a list of the email addresses/phone numbers for members of 
 our club. Kathy E mentioned that there are Privacy of Information concerns/laws. 
 Howard reminded us of the importance of Bcc (Blind Carbon Copy) when emailing to 
 prevent giving out personal information. 

 ●  KNITTING CLUB  - Kathy E. spoke for Larraine Downey  - knitting will resume in the fall 
 ●  SCOTCH TASTING CLUB  - Howard Kizell - we have 15 bottles of scotch; we need 

 interested persons. 
 ●  OUTDOORS CLUB  - Kathy Ellis spoke - this group is  offered through the other 

 PROBUS group but Blue Sky is welcome to join! Barb Roberts (  brobertsnb@gmail.com  ) 
 and Donald Bell are the organizers (  outdoor229b@northbayprobus.com  ).  May 12 at 10 
 am we hiked the hills at West Peninsula Rd - beautiful! May 19 we met at 9:30 am and 
 hiked Duchesnay Falls. Lots of spring runoff! May 26th the paddle on Pimisi Bay was 
 canceled due to rain and thunderstorms but it happened the next week. Kathy wasn’t 
 there but knows that they packed a lunch! June 9th we paddled in the rain to the Nun’s 
 Lighthouse on Trout Lake. Betty (and Norm) lead us. Lorna and Steve Lake will be 
 leading this Thursday’s paddle up the Lavase River. 

 ●  Bob Newman - we have lots of name tags that have not been picked up yet. Also, we 
 have addressed envelopes available at the treasurer’s table at meetings. 

 ●  10:50 - Lori announced our coffee break - lots of hot coffee, muffins, and juice 
 bottles were available. 

 ●  11:00 - Lori welcomed everyone back and asked them to take their seats (lots of fun 
 conversation happening!). 

 ●  GUEST SPEAKER  - Lori introduced Amber Livingstone,  who has lived in North Bay for 
 three decades, studied at Canadore College, had a career in broadcasting, worked at 
 the Food Bank for 8 years, and is currently the Executive Director at Downtown North 
 Bay and Waterfront. This is a Business Improvement Area (BIA) that is governed by a 
 volunteer Board of Management. 

 Amber’s presentation was exciting. She outlined the boundaries of the BIA, the new 
 multi-use areas that have been, and will be, developed. She highlighted the importance 
 of art projects in the area, including a new one to be painted this Friday by students from 
 West Ferris S.S.  She gave an outline of some of the very diverse and unique 
 businesses within the BIA, including One Red Maple which is an online store that directs 
 buyers to where they can buy an item locally. She also talked about a couple of new 
 businesses such as the Northern Himalayan cafe coming soon. 

 Challenges come to our downtown, as with all communities, such as postponing our 
 asphalt and sidewalk construction for a year (businesses have struggled enough with the 
 pandemic). New approaches to homelessness, such as having mental health workers 
 de-escalate an issue rather than calling upon police right away, are sometimes effective. 
 Amber stressed that we need to remember that the positive really does outweigh the 
 negative in our downtown area. We must also remember that the downtown area is for 
 everyone. It is difficult to provide an area that meets everyone’s needs. 
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 Amber outlined the return to downtown special events starting with next week’s Armed 
 Forces event, Canada Day, Rib Fest (July 14-17), Bass Fishing Qualifier (July 22-24), an 
 elite bicycling championship (think “NASCAR on Bicycles” - July 31), a free Bay Block 
 party with Dwayne Gretzky, and the Capitol Centre’s Blues Fest (Sept 1-4).  And of 
 course, our annual Christmas Walk will be back! 

 Amber was very approachable for questions. When asked about new family attractions, 
 Amber mentioned Ever Cool Ice Cream beside the museum. And in July there will be a 
 pilot project on Oak West in the parking spaces. Lots of lively questions and discussion 
 took our meeting overtime. Diane S. was particularly interested in advertising to tourists 
 the great things that North Bay has to offer such as the waterfront and gardens. She felt 
 that signage, also with directions, would help! After her presentation, Amber was circled 
 with PROBUS members with questions and ideas…everyone was interested in making 
 North Bay’s downtown core the best it can be! Amber also offered to take BLUE SKY 
 PROBUS on a walking tour of the downtown core. Great idea. 

 ●  Belle Kizell thanked Amber and presented her with a custom engraved pen (thank you 
 Bob Newman). 

 ●  To close our meeting, Lori asked Amber to draw the winning ticket for our door prize - 
 Jennifer Valenti won the $50 gift certificate to Applelicious, a new Chinese restaurant at 
 789 McKeown Ave! 

 ●  Meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm 
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