
General Meeting June 1st, 2022 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
 
Welcome from president Marty. 
 
Guests: Jan Heron, Marg Green 
Member attending first meeting: John Demester 
 
Treasurer Report: Donald 
     Balance: $8,489.48 
     Spending due to COVID has been minimal. There are sufficient funds for a catered meal for all 
members. The Brown's home is a possible venue for this. It would replace the July meeting and start at 
noon on the first Wednesday in July. 
 
Membership: presented by Donald. 
     This is presently at the maximum. Donald is unaware of a waiting list. 
 
Fun with Food:  
     Ghislaine will be sending an email for menbers to express an interest in participating in this group. 
Gatherings will begin again in the fall. 
 
Choir 
     Belle said this group will also be reinstated in the fall. Heather will provide the music accompaniment. 
An email will be sent for members to sign up. 
 
Outdoor group 
     Betty Tuinema has taken over the leadership while Barb is away. The group continues to meet weekly 
and an email is sent out so members can sign up for each outing. They plan to kayak at Pimisi Bay 
tomorrow. 
 
Walking group 
     Bob said this group meets twice a week, Tuesday and Friday. It is necessary to subscribe to his 
newsletter to find out the destination. Bob said it is also a talking group as the participants bring a chair 
and a beverage for a chat following the walk. 
 
Slow Pokes meet on Thursday at 10 either for an indoor walk at Memorial Gardens or an outdoor walk 
at a predetermined place. This group is also followed by a meeting for coffee and conversation. 
 
Announcement to be cautious when driving as the turtles are on the move. There are several different 
kinds in this area. 
 
Dick presented several humorous stories. 
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The speaker was introduced by Sheron.  
 
Stephen Connor is an historian who has been working at Nipissing University since 2009. He has a 
particular interest in conflicts in Eastern Europe. 
 
He will give a brief history of the present conflict in Ukraine and will introduce a woman who is a recent 
immigrant from that conflict. 
 
On February 24 Russia started a war of aggression on Ukraine which was the most recent action in a 
troubled past relationship. Putin claims that Ukraine is not a legitimate country but part of Russia. He 
wants to be known as an empire builder. 
 
In 1772 the Russian empire annexed Ukraine until 1795. 
 
A result of the first World War was for several empires-to-be in the Austro-Hungarian empire to be 
wiped from the map. The Treaty of Versailles in June 1919 carved up what had traditionally been 
Ukrainian People's Republic and made it part of the USSR.  
 
The Holodomor famine in 1932 was a man-made famine in Ukraine organized by Stalin. It has been 
viewed as genocide by western nations; the estimated death toll is between 3.5 and 5 million. It 
continued until 1937. 
 
Hitler invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 and once again the people of Ukraine were seen as 
expendable. Initially when Germany annexed the region it was viewed as a liberator but their true 
nature was rapidly exposed. By September of the same year the large Jewish population of Ukraine was 
exterminated. 
 
Putin is using his distorted view to now claim that Nazis are again ruling Ukraine and it is his goal to wipe 
them out. Despite the Ukrainian independence achieved in 1991 he says these people are really Russian. 
 
Prior to the fall of the Soviet Union, the Ukrainian language and culture were prohibited in an attempt to 
eliminate it but there has been a resurgence since 1991. The people do not consider themselves 
Russian. 
 
Stephen introduced Olay, a woman who has recently come to Canada with her mother and daughter 
from Ukraine. She described her beautiful city which was being bombed and destroyed. She and her 
family slept in their bathroom in an effort to avoid the bombing until they were finally able to find 
someone to help them get to Poland where many volunteers helped with application for visas to 
Canada. 
 
Question and answer followed. 
 
Thank you from Marty. 


