
General Meeting March 2nd, 2022 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
 
At Shrine Club and on Zoom 
 
Welcome from Marty. 
Speaker will be Kevin Wamsley 
 
New Member: Jo Stadnyk introduced herself. She moved to North Bay 2 years ago to be closer to her 
daughter and her family. 
 
Birthdays: Neeltje Senf has a birthday March 28. 
 
Treasurer: the report was given by Marty. The club presently has a large balance. The constitution of 
Probus prohibits charitable donations as there are so many worthy causes. Our club will plan a party to 
help reduce the balance and benefit the social mandate of Probus. 
 
Membership: John said there are presently no names on the waiting list. There are slightly more than 
130 members. 
 
Book club: Helen reported on zoom. This club continues to meet monthly on zoom. Participants speak 
about the books they have read. The next meeting will be March 8 at 7 on zoom. Contact Helen to be 
included if you are interested. 
 
Slow pokes: presented by Marty. This group meets Thursdays at Memorial Gardens where they walk 
inside. 
 
Outdoor group: presented by John 
This group also meets Thursdays. This week they will be hiking on trails at North Shore Road. 
 
Program: presented by Dick. 
Upcoming speakers will finally include Jim Chirico, the medical officer of health for this district, who will 
hopefully be available now that COVID concerns are reduced. 
A representative of the police department will speak about the recent truckers’ action in Ottawa and at 
border crossings. 
 
Dick presented some humorous stories and then introduced the speaker, Kevin Wamsley who is the 
president of Nipissing University. He moved here in August 2021 from St. Francis Xavier University in 
Nova Scotia. He is an expert on the Olympics. 
 
Kevin was born and raised on a farm north of London Ontario. He sees himself as a quiet introvert who 
is an accidental leader. 
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The university is dependant on the community as the community is dependant on the university. It is a 
town within a town, with people, buildings and culture as well as similar problems to the broader 
community. It contributes art, music, theatre and sport. It is a place to play and work. It creates and 
disseminates knowledge. 
 
He spoke of the present characteristics of the student body: 74% from outside North Bay 
             75% women 
           10% Indigenous 
           10% are the first person in their family to attend university 
 
There are 6000 students. Presently 2000 are on campus, 800 live in residence, 1500 are on line. 
 
Students contribute to the community and the university contributes to the community. Graduates have 
higher salaries, pay taxes and make purchases. Students and staff live and spend money in North Bay. 
 
There is a high percentage of this community that is retired. The university hopes to open its doors to 
adult education. He hopes to inspire people to think differently, create partnerships and bring 
opportunities. 
 
Kevin says that the university does not look down on North Bay but is a beacon that looks out onto 
North Bay. A better community can be built when everyone works together. 
 
This was followed by Question and Answer..  
 
As an expert on Olympics he was asked to comment. He is independent of the IOC and is critical of the 
politics 
 
Thank you and pen presentation from Marty. 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


