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PROBUS general meeting on Zoom 
 
August 4, 2021 
 
Welcome from Sheron.This meeting will be recorded. Breakout rooms will follow the speaker. 
 
Membership 
John announced that there is no change in membership. 
 
Birthdays 
Dick Tafel will be 89 this month. He came to North Bay in 1958 with his wife Elsa. He retired at 67 or 68 
and enjoys PROBUS. 
 
Activity groups 
 
Outdoor group: John reported that the group is meeting on Thursdays. This week they are meeting at 
the stepping stones. The group has planned 3 outings but 2 previous attempts were rained out. The 
group is smaller than previous years as members seem to be making time for family that they could not 
see during the pandemic lockdown. If you are interested in being included in this group, please email 
Barb Roberts. 
 
Tech group: John reported that they will be meeting this afternoon. Zoom coordinates for the meeting 
were sent out with the invitation to this meeting. 
 
Book club: Helen presented that the group met on the second Tuesday in July and was characterized by 
a lively discussion. Next meeting will be August 10 at 7. 
 
Social group: Helena Brown and Marianne Persia have agreed to co-convene this group. Thank you for 
stepping forward.  
The first post lockdown get together will be held September 14 in Astorville. All COVID protocols will be 
followed. 
 
Annual General Meeting  
Will be held in October. A new board will be elected. Bob Walsh has put his name forward as the new 
Vice President. Thank you to Bob for agreeing to stand. If anyone else would like to put a name forward 
please contact Mickey or Sheron. 
 
Howard reported that the second North Bay PROBUS held a successful activity of tasting wine and 
cheese outdoor at the home of the Kizell's. 
 
Program presented by Dick. 
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September: Paul Cook will speak about policing. He is the former chief of police and chancellor for 
Nipissing University. 
October is not yet finalized. This may depend on whether or not we can begin to meet in person 
If anyone has suggestions, please notify Dick. 
 
Dick introduced the speaker, Tanya McCready-DeBruin, who runs a dog sledding tour company called 
Winterdance in Haliburton Highlands with her husband Hank DeBruin. 
 
Tanya relayed how they got into this business The couple were living in Guelph when they visited a pet 
store and saw a husky pup. Tanya was studying engineering and Hank was a millwright. After returning 
several times to play with the pup they bought their first husky. 
 
They decided to try dog sledding and began to accumulate huskies. Eventually the couple decided to 
change their new found love into a business. After several attempts to get funding assistance they finally 
got financial assistance, gave up everything they had in Guelph. They moved on September 1. 1999 to 
Halliburton with 7 huskies, a baby on the way and no place to live. Their first construction was the 
kennel for the dogs and it became their house also until a house was built. 
 
Tanya jokingly says that they pursued the dream as they didn't both question their sanity to do this at 
the same time. She describes the ups and downs of their fledgling business but with 200 guests in their 
first winter, they knew their idea was viable. 
 
Hank decided he wanted to race the dogs in the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in Alaska. His first attempt 
was in 2010. He had several misadventures and ultimately did not finish that race. It had a negative 
affect on his self perception but he rallied again to attempt the Yukon Quest. He was successful in 
completing this. A few years later he again entered the Iditarod in Alaska which completed on the 
second attempt. 
 
The couple now have 153 dogs. Tanya spoke about training dogs. Each dog has an individual personality 
and each dog has its own strengths. There were many interesting stories to illustrate these. The couple 
have written 2 books "Iditarod Dreamer" and "Journey of 1000 Miles". 
 
The talk was followed by time for question and answer. 
 
Sheron thanked Tanya. 
 
Members were divided into break out rooms. 
 
Thank you and goodbye to those who returned after the break out. 
 
 
 


