
 

General Meeting March 4th, 2020 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
 
Welcome from president Mickey 
 
Introduction of guests: Belle introduced her friend from Cochrane, Linda Partington. Linda was given a  
     Guest ribbon. 
 
Birthdays: Nancy Frederick will be 67 on March 31 
     Margaret Surtees will be 77 on March 25. She was born in Fort William (now Thunder Bay) and is a  
     retired principal. 
     Mickey read the characteristics that astrology attributes to those born in this month. 
 
The Village tour is now full. The list of names with mobility needs and dietary requirements is complete. 
 
Probus Canada has provided a list of bylaws. 
      Insurance fees will be increasing. 
 
Groups 
 
Book Club: no report 
 
Choir: Belle reported that the choir is progressing well and will be ready for their performance in May. 
 
Fun With Food: Ghislaine reported that the schedule is completed until the end of June. New members  
     are always welcome. 
 
Games: Howard reported that future games nights are planned to be held at the Odd Fellows Hall. The  
     date will be announced. All members are invited to attend. Board games will be played. 
 
Newsletter: John said that the most recent copy of the newsletter has been sent out and is available on   
     the website and the next one is in the works. All members are invited to send contributions to Joan. 
 
Outdoor Club: reported by John that the next outing is scheduled for tomorrow when participants will 

meet at 10 at the home of the Sandulas. Next week the snowshoeing will be at Otter Lake and 2 
      weeks after that be at Bella Hills Maple Syrup farm. 
 
Technology: Again, John presented for this group. They are gearing up for the May presentation. 
 
Travel: Mark spoke about the 2 trips planned for August and September. A third trip has been planned 
     to partner with the other North Bay Probus on a 4 day excursion to Niagara on the Lake. Other trips  
     are being explored. 
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Walkers: this group meets twice a week for an hour walk and an hour of talk and coffee. 
 
Social: Marty said that a summer picnic is planned at the home of the Browns. A second place for 
      another summer picnic is being solicited. 
 
Program: Dick said that the speaker for today is changed to Jeff Fournier. 
     April will be the originally scheduled March speaker on the topic of investments. An alternate for  
     April is Scott McLeod, the leader of the Nipissing First Nation. 
     May presentation will be the Probus choir and the Probus technology conveners. 
     June: an exploration of wines 
     July: the other speaker from the April lineup 
     August: a representative from Redpath 
     September: a representative from the Temagami company formerly known as Tembec. 
 
May 9 there is a fundraising dinner at Best Western called Dine with the Author. Steve Burrows is an 
     author of mystery and ornithology books. The cost is $85, with a $40 tax receipt. The money is being 
     raised for the Callander library and for Rotary. 
 
This was followed by humorous stories.  
 
Dick introduced Kate Merritt-Dupelle for a short presentation about the North Bay and area 
Community Foundation. This was founded by Jack Burrows who was a former mayor of North Bay. It 
provides grants to local organizations. 
 
This is part of a national network and one of 191 community foundations that together donate $300 
million to local charities. The North Bay foundation has continued to grow and by 2018 had contributed 
$1million to over 50 groups. The money is raised from several sources including private donations. They 
can help people set up personal charitable funds that will go to the particular field of interest of the 
donor. It would create a charitable legacy for the donor. "Give money away versus leaving a legacy." 
The starting donation can be $5000. The money is reinvested so that it can continue to provide this 
legacy. 
 
Name tags are on the table for those who don't yet have them. 
 
Camp Caritou is holding a fundraising pasta diner at Trinity Church on March 7. Cost is $10. 
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Dick introduced the speaker.  
 
Jeff Fournier was born and raised in North Bay. He has always been interested in local history. He 
attended Nipissing University before it was able to grant degrees so his degree is from Laurentian U. 
 
Jeff's father was also born and raised in North Bay. His father instilled the interest in history since he was 
familiar with the neighbours and the neighbourhood past. Jeff started a Facebook page called A Bit of 
the Bay which was all about North Bay history. This has evolved into a local magazine of the same name 
which has now published its 7th edition. 
 
Jeff spoke about North Bay historical personalities and he had many photos of the past. 
He was instrumental in starting the petition which kept the original home of the Dionne quintuples in 
North Bay. Although the home seems small and representative of the home of a poor family, actually it 
is typical of the homes in the area and the Dionne family were wealthy enough to have a car. The 
Dionne's continue to be of interest and Jeff did over 200 interviews when he was working to keep the 
home here with media as far away as Australia and New York. 
 
The interest in these girls had more historical value than just seeing them. Because of the many tourists 
coming, roads were paved and bridges built. There were more than 3 million visitors and no one 
complained about how they were treated. 
 
He tries to tell history in a way that is relatable and makes it come alive. He has many ideas for future 
magazine topics. 
 
 
Thank you and pen presentation by Fred McNutt. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


