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President’s   Message  
Probus   North   Bay   and   District   is   club   #   229   within   district   7   of   Probus   Canada.    The   Canadian  
experience   with   Probus   is   huge   as   it   seems   to   grow   weekly.   Our   separate   district   7   is   home   to  
over   thirty   different   clubs.    Each   club   is   autonomous   and   independent   of   each   other.   At   the  
same   time   with   our   independence   there   is   an   openness   for   sharing   and   support   that   has  
benefits.    This   is   apparent   in   our   communal   insurance   policy   which   is   now   set   at   $2,000,000  
for   the   club.   Last   year   we   had   $1,000,000   insurance.   With   all   the   other   clubs   we   become  
covered   at   $   2,000,000   by   the   $2.50   per   member   that   we   send   to   Probus   Canada.  
  Our   membership   funds   that   are   leftover   from   the   insurance   costs   are   what   constituents   our  
revenue   source.   There   are   no   wild   guesses   as   to   what   our   revenue   is   because   we   have   a   fixed  
membership   number.   Membership   is   determined   by   the   room   size   and   fire   codes   that   govern  
our   meeting   place.   Revenue   projections   become   a   measured   constant.   This   fixed   capacity  
allows   us   to   be   consistent   and   realistic   with   our   short   term   one   year   budgets.  
Our   management   team   has   now   added   a   new   revenue   source   into   our   budget.   Our   website  
support   of   Blue   Sky   Probus   has   given   us   opportunity.   Blue   Sky   Probus   will   be   billed   for   the  
remainder   of   our   multi   year   website   contract.    Previously,   we   paid   the   full   cost   and   now  
we   will   share   the   costs   into   the   future.    This   allows   Probus   Blue   Sky   support   at   a  
lower   cost   than   available   elsewhere   and   it   reduces   our   costs.   This   flexibility  
between   clubs   is   a   win   -   win   for   both   of   us.  
Our   management   team   has   a   new   working   model   for   tracking   our   budget.   It   is  
now   being   adapted   and   developed   to   fit   our   club.    It   will   be   a   line   by   line   budget  
model   that   is   easy   to   use,   easy   to   read   and   completed   on   a   monthly   basis.   It   can  
be   compared   on   a   monthly   or   yearly   basis.   This   makes   it   ideal   for   reporting  
because   it   is   measurable,   easy   to   maintain   and   adaptable   to   new   conditions.   
Budgets   serve   as   a   guide   for   activities   into   the   year   and   into   the   future.   Our   zero  
based   approach   from   the   ground   up   means   that   all   expenditures   are   justified   and  
become   historically   predictable.   Our   new   method   allows   us   to   show   any   future  
known   expenditures   such   as   future   contract   commitments.   This   eliminates   any  
surprises   in   our   future.    The   budget   and   books   become   the   same.   Budgets   are   dry  
topics   but   necessary   for   a   well   oiled   club   to   roll   on   and   function   smoothly.   We   are  
doing   well   as   a   club   and   I   wish   to   thank   all   and   everyone   who   is   in   the  
background   for   the   work   that   you   are   doing.   
Submitted   by   Mickey   Sandula  
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Travel   2020  
PROBUS   Club   of   North   Bay   &   District   (#229)  

and   the   Blue   Sky   PROBUS   Club   (#268)  
Members,   Family   &   Friends   

Penetanguishene   Day   Trip  
Tuesday,   August   11,   2020  

Featuring…    “Fiddler   on   the   Loose”  
…a   gregarious   musical   variety   show   that   is   sure   to   raise   the   roof!   

○ Motor   Coach   Transportation  
○ Drayton   Festival   Theatre   Ticket  
○ Lunch   at   Captain   Robert’s   Table,   including   gratuity  
○ Dinner   at   “Michael’s   on   Main”,   including   gratuity  
○ HST  
○ Price   per   Person:    $199.00  

 
As   of   this   writing   there   are   still   seats   available.   For   further   information,   or   to  
book   this   tour,   please   contact   Elaine   at   Mayne   Travel   Services.    705-474-1532.  

 

Management   Team  
President… Mickey   Sandula  
Vice-President… Mark   Vincent  
Treasurer… Donald   Bell  
Secretary… Karen   Mann  
Past   President… Howard   Kizell  
Founding   President… Dick   Tafel  
Goodwill   Ambassador... Bonnie   Parslow  
Social… Marty   Brown  
Program   Coordinator… Dick   Tafel  
Public   Relations... Gary   Bean  
Newsletter… Joan   Hambley  
Membership   Chairperson... John   Roberts  

Name   Badges  

Remember   to   wear   your  
name   badge   to   meetings.  

 

We’re   looking   for   photos,   write   ups,  
comments   and   suggestions.  

Email   Joan   or   John   with   your   contributions.    
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November’s   Speakers  
Paul   Larsh    spoke   briefly   on   the   role   of   the   Human   Rights   Tribunal   which   is   now   part   of   the  
constitution.   The   charter   of   rights   and   freedoms   may   sometimes   be   seen   to   hamper   the   
work   of   the   police.   He   spoke   of   how   the   charter   has   affected   some   well   known   cases  
including   Morgentaler   in   1993   and   more   recently   in   MAID   (medical   assistance   in   death).  
lively   question   and   answer   period   followed.  

   
George   Burton    is   the   CEO   of   Canadore   College.   He   spoke   of   the   success   of   the   college.   It  
contributes   $248   million   to   the   local   economy.   There   are   2800   students   from   across  
Canada   and   from   36   other   countries   who   are   enrolled   in   80   programs.   Canadore   has   an  
operating   budget   of   $100   million   per   year.   Government   funding   continues   to   decline.  

  
The   role   of   the   university   is   the   pursuit   of   knowledge,   while   the   role   of   the   college   is   the  
application   of   knowledge.  

  
The   Village   is   being   created   to   bring   the   best   of   health   and   wellness   together.   It   will   include  
a   multigenerational   living   setting   ranging   from   the   very   young   to   the   old.   George   offered   to  

arrange   a   bus   tour   for   this   Probus   club   to   see   the   new   environment.   Joan   Hambley   will  
contact   Brad   Gavan   at   Canadore   to   arrange   this.  

  
Some   of   the   newer   programs   offered   include:   post   production   for   film,   aviation   pilots,  
avionics,   and   mechanics,   pulmonary   rehabilitation,   and   the   biotechnology   genome   lab.  
Some   proposed   projects   and   diplomas   have   opening   dates   for   next   year   including:   health  
care   services,   liver   care,   pain   clinic,   and   agriculture   food   security   and   research.  

  
Ultimately   the   village   will   include   residential   facilities   for   assisted   living,   geared   to   income  
  accommodation   and   eventually   long   term   care   beds.  

  
Question   and   answer   period   followed..  

Note   that   the   above   are   excerpts   from   Karen’s   minutes.  
Full,   unabridged   versions   of   her   minutes   are   available   on   our   website.  

 

Upcoming    Speakers  
                  December   -   North   Bay   mayor   Al   McDonald    

                                             January   -   Dennis   Chippa  

                                                                      February   -   speaker   on   the   topic   of   Africa   
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Interest   Groups  
 

The   Walking   Group  

 

Walkers   along   the   McKee   Riding   Trails   and   the  
beauty   of   the   winter   .    Everyone   said   “we   want   to  
do   this   again”.    

Did   you   know   that   on   November   18,   2014   we   went  
on   our   first   walk?    Thanks   to   Gary   Bean’s   initiative  
we   met   at   the   waterfront   and   made   it   all   the   way   to   Twiggs.   I   guess   this   Tuesday’s   walk   will   be  
our   fifth   anniversary.    Congratulations!  

  Submitted   by   Bob   Barnett  

Conveners:    Mark   Vincent,   Dan   Beyer,   Robert   Barnett  

 

The   Choir  
Meets   every   Wednesday   afternoon   at   Sue  
Legate’s   house   at   1036   Copeland   St.   

Convener:    Belle   Kizell  
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The   Book   Club  

Photo   from   our   great   book   club   meeting   on  
November   21st  

● Our   next   meeting   is   December   19   at  
Average   Joe’s,   1   pm.  

● We   will   be   discussing   books   about   the   art  
of   writing.   Joan   has   sent   us   a   list   of   her  
recommendations.  

● Two   items   up   for   further   discussion   in  
December   are   the   naming   of   the   book  
club   and   location   change   (or   not).  

● Some   of   the   books/authors   highlighted   by  
the   members   included..  

○ Biography   of   Hazel   McCallum  
○ Sweetland   by   Crimmey  
○ Beloved   by   Toni   Morrison  
○ Rosie   Result  
○ Catch   and   Kill   by   Ronan   Farrow  
○ The   Spanish   Promise  
○ The   Volunteer   by   Jack   Fairweather  
○ Washington   Square   by   Henry   James  

 
    P.S.   I   ran   across   a   couple   of   YouTube   videos   involving   writers   that   I   found   to   be   great   fun:  
    Madison   vision   series   presents:   John   Grisham   Writers   Hour   hosts   Jon   Meacham,  
  and,   Bookends:   John   Grisham   in   Conversation   with   Stephen   King  

Submitted   by   Sheron   Ward  

 

GAMES   CLUB  

Enjoy   an   afternoon   or   evening   of   board   games,   6   to   8   members   per   house,   bring   snacks   to  
share   and   your   own   refreshments.    The   host   will   choose   the   game   ,   change   the   date   to   suit  
the   group.    New   members   welcome   I   will   adjust   schedule   to   include   everyone.   Please   contact  
Marianne   at   (705)   492-5642   or   mariannegary@bell.net.  
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The   Outdoor   Group  
We’re   waiting   for   the   snow!   We’ll   get   an   email   out   to   everyone   on   our   list   as   soon   as   it   arrives.  
Conveners:    Barb   Roberts   &   Don   Bell  

Book   Club  
Conveners:    Sue   Legate   and   Sheron   Ward  
 
Fun   With   Food  
Conveners:    Suzanne   Brooks   &   Ghislaine   Côté  
 
Technology   Club  
Conveners:    Stuart   Kidd,   Dave   Payne,   John   Roberts  

 
Coming   Soon  

GARDEN   CLUB  

New   and   experienced   gardeners   will   meet   every   6   weeks  
at   a   luncheon   venue.   Taking   turns   with   a   gardening   topic  
of   their   choice.   During   the   summer   months   we   will   visit  
local   fabulous   gardens.   We   all   know   someone   with   a   show  
stopping   garden.  

Contact   Marianne   at   (705)   492-5642   or  
mariannegary@bell.net.  

I   will   be   away   Dec   15   to   Jan   15   and   will   adjust   schedules  
when   I   return.  
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Recipe   Corner  
 

 

Hi   Folks:     This   dish   was   brought   to   the   Potluck   at   the   Brown's   this   summer.    There   was   much  
discussion   at   the   time   that   we   had   many   wonderful   cooks   in   our   club   and   it   would   be   good   to  
share   recipes.   Therefore   the   Recipe   column   was   created   for   the   Newsletter.    Bill   was   kind  
enough   to   write   this   out   for   me   at   the   November   meeting.    I   thought   it   was   more   personal   to  
give   you   the   original   rather   than   redoing   it.    Looking   forward   to   receiving   some   of   your   favorite  
recipes.    

Submitted   by:    Helen   Sweig  

 

 

Do   you   have   an   interest   you’d   like   to   share   with   others?   
Please   see   Marty.    He’d   be   happy   to   help   you   get   started.  
Some   ideas:      (All   we   need   is   a   convener)  
Breakfast   Club                  Knitting   Group             Writers’   Group  
Bridge   Club                        Pub   Night                     Library   Table   /   Book   Swap  
Cooking   Lessons              Sew   What?                   ROPEO   (Retired   Old   People   Eating   Out)  
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