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Probus meeting  
September 4, 2019 
 
Welcome from president Howard. 
 
No visitors are attending today.  
 
Birthdays 
     Elsa Tafel has a birthday September 5. In her absence she was introduced to the meeting by her 
husband Dick. 
 
Treasurer report: Donald 
     Dues of $35 are to be paid by October 1 
 
Activity reports 
Fun With Food: Ghislaine 
     Scheduled meals will begin the last weekend of September. 
     Anyone is welcome to join this group. Names of those interested should be given to Ghislaine. 
 
Social: Marty 
     An outing to the restaurant in Ahmic Harbour is being planned for a Friday or Sunday when the 
restaurant will have a buffet. Date to be chosen.     

There is a new business in Port Loring that rents house boats that can accommodate groups of 
12. They also offer 3 tours for the fall. The tour starts at Wilson Lake (Highway 522) and cost $39 per 
person including lunch. There is also an opportunity to shop. Car pools will be arranged. 
 
Walking group: Dan 
     The group had 18 participants for a walk in Laurier Woods and coffee at Good 2 Go. They meet 
Tuesday and Friday, sign up for times and locations. 
 
Touring group: Joan 
     The trip to Gravenhurst was successful. It was arranged by Elaine Kennedy who has proposed ideas 
for future trips. 

1. Niagra-on-the-lake including 2 nights in a hotel, boat tour and a play. This cost $670 per person 
this year but will likely be more next year. 

2. A day trip to a musical which would cost $140-$170. 
 
Book club: Joan 
     This group meets 3rd Thursday of the month at lunchtime at Average Joes. At the next meeting 
participants will discuss their summer reading. 
 
Choir: Belle 
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     This group,will be starting next Wednesday at 1 at the home of Sue Legate. The first song will be the 
Probus song. New members are welcome. 
 
Newsletter 
     Joan requests that news items for the newsletter be submitted to her. 
 
Outdoor group: Donald 
     The group,will meet tomorrow at Robert’s cottage for kayaking. 
     September 12 the group will meet to hike to Devil’s Lookout near New Liskard. 
 
Pickle ball trial was hosted by Richard Lachance and Dick Tafel. 
 
Program: Dick 
     Pending programs are not finalized. 
     Today’s speaker is Hugh Holland. 
     Several humorous stories were presented. 
 
 
Announcements 
1.Third Age Nipissing has an October lecture series at the Elk’s Club which are further described in the 
brochure which is available. 
2.The new club received their charter from Probus which was presented to them by Howard and Mickie. 
     They already have 65 members and need to consider moving to larger venue. It seems there may be 
sufficient interest to consider starting a 3rd chapter. 
 
 
The speaker was introduced by Dick. 
Hugh Holland spoke on Climate Change: Causes, Effects, and Solutions 
 
1.Natural causes of climate change have occurred in 5 major cycles over 2.5 billion years, each 
temporally linked to a global mass extinction.  
 
2. Increasing human populations use more energy and land, decreasing forests available to absorb 
carbon. 
 
3.Affects: The mixture of gasses in the atmosphere have a big role in governing the climate on earth. The 
amount of heat reflected or absorbed changes. As the earth heats white glaciers get darker and melt. 
Beneath glaciers is trapped methane, a stronger greenhouse gas, leading to a feedback loop. 
 Result: 
  Seasons are more extreme. 
       Coastal areas flood; Flat areas flood. 
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      Infrastructures (roads, bridges, water systems, energy production) are hit harder and damaged 
more often by storms and temperature changes. 
 
Canada may benefit from longer growing seasons and year-round ports on Hudson’s Bay. 
 
Solutions 
Wean off fossil fuels. At the current rate of consumption the resource will be depleted in 50 to 60 years. 
Consumption of fossil fuelsq increases each year. 
 
 Electric vehicles are improving with longer range and increased charging stations. The price of electric 
cars will equal the cast of gas fuelled cars by 2025.  
 
Other options include solar, wind, hydro and nuclear. Wind, solar, and hydro require large amounts of 
space. France is already getting 85 percent of its power from nuclear.  
 
Nuclear doesn’t take large amounts of space to store. Nuclear waste can be reused so it is not really 
waste. It can be reused to produce more energy. The future is in small modular reactors. 
Conclusion 
International cooperation is required. 
Several successful nuclear energy uses were described.The speaker claimed that only two nuclear 
accidents have occurred: Chernobyl was built cheaply without the required protective dome and 
Fukushima was built in an earthquake zone. Nuclear energy can be safely produced. 
 
 
Thank you and pen presentation given by Rick Found. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 


