
 
May 1st, 2019 Minutes by Karen Mann Location: Shriners Club, North Bay 

Probus general meeting – May 1, 2019 
 
Meeting was brought to order by President Howard 
 
Visitor: Emelia Pucher introduced Judy O’Malley 
Birthdays: Marty Brown has a birthday May 2. 
 
Activity groups 
Social: presented by Howard 
     The Ecology Centre in Mattawa has many programs that can be explored for Probus members 
     Two summer pot luck luncheons are planned. One will be at the home of Marty and Helena Brown.  
     The location for a second location will be announced when a volunteer comes forward. 
 
Walking: presented by Dan 
     With the arrival of better weather, the group is now walking outside followed by a coffee break. 
     Some Probus walkers will provide moral support to the Laurier Woods fundraising walk for the  
     Hospice this coming Sunday. 
 
Technology: presented by Dave 
     This group will meet following today’s meeting 
 
Outdoor: Presented by Donald 
     The weather forecast for the day of the next planned hike is not good. The trail will be muddy and icy  
     So the outing is postponed until May 9. The following hike is planned for May 23. 
 
Choir: presented by Belle 
     Practice will begin in September and occur on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of the month from 
     1:30 to 3. 
 
New Club: presented by Mickey 
     An initial meeting took place in April. In addition to the representatives from this club there were 19  
     Potential members. The official sign up will be at the Oddfellows Hall on May 14. 
 
Program: presented by Dick along with a variety of humorous stories skillfully told. 
     June-a representative from the city economic development department will discuss future plans 
     July- there will be a speaker from the astronomy club 
     August- George Couchie will speak on indigenous issues 
     September-the topic will be “global cooling 
 
Fun With Food: presented by Ghislaine 
     The spring schedule is coming to an end. Many hosts should be getting in touch with their guests. The  
     New schedule will be starting in September. Anyone interested in being included should speak to   
     Ghislaine or Suzanne. 
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Announcements: 
     Probus license plate covers are available for $2.50. Anyone interested can sign on a sign-up sheet. 
     Janis Reed announced a square dance open house on Wednesday September 11 at Mother St. Bride 
     School. Everyone is welcome to try it out.  There were not enough ordered for PROBUS Ontario to     
order them as the minimum requirement was 200 and they only had orders for 131.  The program was 
cancelled. 
 
 
Guest Speaker 
 
Paul Larsh was introduced by Dick. 
Paul was raised in Windsor. He attended Osgoode Hall Law School and moved to North Bay in 1976. He 
was initially in practice with Mr. Donnelly and joined the office of the crown attorney in 1999. He retired 
last year. For the last 10 years he had been the sexual violence crown attorney. 
 
The role of the crown attorney in the criminal justice system was explained by Paul. This person is 
employed by the provincial Ministry of the Attorney General and deals only with criminal offences. The 
criminal code is the same in all provinces. The public interest is promoted with justice and fairness. In 
theory there is no winning or loosing. The crown attorney must keep an open mind about the particular 
case. 
 
Paul spoke of the various ways that a case can proceed and the different Acts that come into 
consideration. He explained some legal jargon which comes to play. Police lay the charge but the Crown 
decides if to proceed based on the evidence and public interest. 
 
As with many jobs, being a crown attorney has both challenges and rewards. They contribute to the 
public interest and community wellbeing. 
 
Thank you and pen presentation was given by Gail Geddes-Bell 
 
 
 
Further announcement 
There were not enough ordered for PROBUS Ontario to place the order as the minimum requirement 
was 200 and they only had orders for 131.  The whole program was cancelled. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


