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Message From Our President 

At the North Bay & District PROBUS Club, we have a very 
happy story to tell and we want to share it with all the other 
PROBUS clubs across Canada. 

Our club is a story of success and accomplishment because 
in 2013 when we launched Probus in North Bay, we had a 
grand total of 10 founding members. Today, only five years 
later, we have an active, and I mean active membership of 
130, which is our limit and members come from so many 
trades, crafts, and professions. 

Why the success? 

It’s because of the enthusiasm involved in PROBUS 
generally, just being together and visiting and especially the 
activity in the subgroups from fun with food, walking group, 
the outdoor club, social, technology, our diverse range of 
good speakers and just the diversity in general. 

Our next project, and we are really excited about it, is the 
formation, the founding of a second PROBUS club in North 
Bay. We have set the pattern for a successful and fun-loving 
PROBUS club and we’re going to pass on the secret to the 
next club: work, being a volunteer, having fun, a sense of 
accomplishment and community commitment. That’s what 
it’s all about. 

Thank you, 

Howard Kizell 
President 

  



 

Club Executive 

This photo is of our club’s executive for 2018-2019.  Left to right; Dick Tafel 
(Program), Marty Brown (Social), Mickey Sandula (Vice President), Howard Kizell 
(President), Karen Mann (Secretary), Don Bell (Treasurer) and Joan Hambley (Past 
President). 

 

Photo Of Our Entire Club 

October 2018 was a momentous month for our club.  Not only  was it our 5th 
anniversary, it was also the month that our membership was closed due to an 
overwhelming surge of new members which capped the capacity of our meeting’s 
venue. This picture is of those in attendance at that meeting. 

  



 

Goodwill Ambassador Treasurer’s Report 

Our Goodwill Ambassador is Bonnie Parslow. She is 
responsible for connecting to our PROBUS members 
with her thoughtful cards. If you know of one of our 
members who might need a remembrance, please get 
in touch with Bonnie via email. 

As of January 31, 2019 the 
balance in our account was 
$3,589.78. 

 

January Meeting Notes February Meeting Notes 

Howard opened the meeting 
with a large Happy New Year 
to everyone. We received a 
thank you card from the 
Shrine Club for showing our 
support through the rental of 
the space. Part of our rental 
fees were put into a donation 
of $50,000.00 to the Shriners’ 
Hospital. 

Howard welcomed visitors Barb & Dan Laplante and 
Heather Gardener.  

Amelia from IODE has invited participation in a bus 
trip to Toronto on May 31-June 1 to see a play and 
stop at Vaughn Mills on the way home. Further 
information available. 

Gary Bean suffered a heart attack while vacationing 
in Florida. He had bypass surgery and is 
recuperating in North Bay. 

Note that the above are excerpts from Karen’s minutes. 
Full, unabridged versions of her minutes are available on our website. 

 

The New PROBUS Club 

The first step in launching a new PROBUS club is interest. The second step is 
participation. Help support the formation of a new club by sending the brochure link 
below to a friend or associate who might be interested in PROBUS.  

Here is a link to a promotional brochure. https://bit.ly/2T1VTaf 

An important note from the brochure is that PROBUS emphasizes that its Clubs: 
●  Be simple in structure. 
●  Be free from constraints and obligations of Service Clubs. 
●  Involve members at a minimum cost. 
●  Be directed, primarily, to providing fellowship of acquaintance and learning 

opportunities. 
● Seek members who are compatible with one another. 

Use your social media accounts and email to announce that there is a New PROBUS 
Club meeting at the Odd Fellows Lodge at 10:00am, Tuesday, April 9th. That’s at 
1272 Algonquin Ave - at the back - side door with the burgundy canopy over the 
door. 

  

http://northbayprobus.com/media/minutes/
https://bit.ly/2T1VTaf


 

Club Newsletter 

Recently, district PROBUS clubs started sharing their newsletters with the 
management teams of other clubs. Some are very informative and we felt that we 

ought to try creating a newsletter again. So here we are. Our previous attempt failed 
because it was too hard getting content - so it’s up to all of you to support this 

newsletter if you wish to have it continue.  
 

Announcements and Congratulations 

● Therese St-Jules tells us that old age is no problem but its side 
effects are.  

● George Hancharyk has his birthday on the day after Valentine’s 
Day, Feb 15.  

● Feb 18 is Howard & Belle Kizell’s 18th anniversary. 
● Feb 21 is the wedding of Talia Brown, the daughter of Marty & Helena. 

 

January 3, 2019 Speaker February 6, 2019 Speaker 

Dick introduced our speaker Jim Calarco 
who spoke on Filming In The North. 

Jim is from North Bay and is an active 
filmmaker. He graduated from Chippewa, 
Laurentian University, and York 
University. Jim acts, produces and is 
director of North Star Talent. Jim 
presented an entertaining and humorous 
talk about the North as a place to make 
films. He also discussed the Northern 
Ontario Heritage Fund that has been set 
up to encourage, promote and fund 
Northern film making.  

Dave then presented Jim with a PROBUS 
pen to sign new contracts with. 

Dick introduced Don Clysdale. Don is a 
viola player with the North Bay 
Symphony. Don brought and introduced 
Calvin Chang to assist in the 
presentation. Calvin is the concertmaster 
& plays violin in the North Bay symphony. 

Don spoke about the orchestra generally 
and the more than 40 year history of the 
local orchestra. He spoke also about the 
music, the instruments and the 
challenges for the musicians. A 
demonstration followed of the 2 
instruments together. Time was given for 
question and answer. 

Thank you and pen presentation by David 
Payne. 

Note that the above are excerpts from Karen’s minutes. 
Full, unabridged versions of her minutes are available on our website. 

  

http://northbayprobus.com/media/minutes/


 
 

Upcoming Speakers 

March 6th April 3rd May 1st 

Constable Brad Reaume, 
who is with the North Bay 
Police Street Crime Unit, 
will talk about the local 
opioid and drug problems. 

Dr. Preston on Medically 
Assisted Death. 

Our May speaker hasn’t 
been selected yet. 

 

Social Events 

This year Marty has booked a dinner for 60 people at 
Canadore College’s 100 Elements.  Historically this 
has been a very popular event so you may want to 
book your seat(s) early. The menu is on our website. 

Date: March 29 
Cost: $37.50 + tax and gratuity 
Convener: Marty Brown 

 

PROBUS Book Club 

The book club has been focusing on reading any 
book by the same author each month rather than 
everyone reading the same book.  This has been 
a successful venture with good discussions on 
authors’ themes and literary devices - lots of 
camaraderie and laughter as well.  In March the 
club will be reading any best seller (Globe and 
Mail list) or any book on Canada reads. 

Our Book Club can’t handle any more members 
so is closed for now. 

Convener: Susan Legate 
Schedule 3rd Thursdays, 1:00pm  

  

https://www.canadorecollege.ca/100elements
http://northbayprobus.com/event/probus-canadore-dinner-2/?instance_id=7727


 

PROBUS Fun With Food 

The Fun With Food group is organized into smaller 
gatherings based on the number of people our 
hostesses and hosts can accommodate. The group is 
flexible with mostly dinners and the occasional 
brunches. 

The focus is on fun and getting to know each other - 
with some good food thrown in. If you are interested 
in Fun With Food, either full-time or as a spare, 

please get in touch with one of the conveners. 

Conveners: Ghislaine Côté & Suzanne Brooks 
Schedule: the conveners have distributed the current schedule 

 

PROBUS Movie Club 

The Movie Club has been cancelled for the winter.  Watch for its rebirth in the spring. 
 

PROBUS Outdoors Club 

The Outdoors Club gives all of us 
opportunities to participate in seasonal 
outdoor activities including biking, 
hiking, paddling and snowshoeing. 

The group’s recent outings included 
January 10 at the Wasi Cross Country 
Ski Club where about 16 of us spent a 
few hours on their beautiful snowshoe 
trails.  Another recent outing was 
January 24 at the North Bay Nordic Ski Club where about 20 of us did their scenic 
climb up to the Ice Falls.  Our Outdoors Club is open to both members and those on 
our waiting list. Get in touch with the conveners to get on the mailing list so you’ll 
know what they have planned. 

Conveners: Barb Roberts & Don Bell 
Schedule: every 2nd Thursday at 10:00am 

  



 

PROBUS Technology Club 

The Tech Club meets after each monthly meeting at the Shrine Club and offers 
interested members a chance to learn about basic operation of Apple, Window and 
Android products. Topics vary and are dependent on those which are of most interest 
to the attendees. Stuart Kidd, Dave Payne and John Roberts are generally available 
to answer questions and from time to time specific presentations (e.g.security, 
back-up, media) are made. 

At this point, we are interested in hearing from PROBUS members about the topics 
and format for group sessions. Input can be given to Stuart, Dave or John whose 
contact information is available on the membership list. Please take a few minutes to 
provide your feedback. 

Conveners: Stuart Kidd, Dave Payne, John Roberts 
Schedule: after the monthly general meeting 

 

PROBUS Travel Club 

PROBUS members are welcome to go on the North Bay Golden Age 
Club’s bus trips, which vary in length from day trips to several weeks. 
Their proposed trips are in our calendar. Karin is our liaison. 

 

PROBUS Walkers 

The group meets faithfully twice each week. Dependent 
on the weather some walk inside the arena and some 
walk outside. They walk for an hour, then find a local 
coffee shop for an hour of socializing. 

The locations vary, so email one of the conveners to 
get on their mailing list. 

Conveners: Mark Vincent & Robert Barnett 
Schedule: Tuesdays & Fridays at 10:00am 

 

~ NEW ~ PROBUS Come Sing With Me ~ NEW ~ 

Previous experience is not needed because singing together creates its own kind of 
magic.  If this interests you please contact Belle Kizell.  The launch for this new group 

is aimed for the fall. 
  



 

Have an idea for a new group or event? 

Please see Marty.  He’d be happy to help you get started. 

Here are some ideas for future activities. Sign up sheets are available at the 
meeting’s coffee break. If there is enough interest in a group we will need someone 
to help coordinate it. 

● Breakfast club 
● Bridge club 
● Cooking lessons 

● Knitting group 
● Pub night 
● Sew what? 

● Writers’ group 
● Library table/Book Swap 
● ROPEO (Retired Old People Eating Out) 

 

Flashback 

We’ve had a tough winter so warm up by 
remembering what a great summer we had. 
Hopefully you all have memories like this 
Outdoors Club paddle outing. 

There are a lot more pictures of various events in 
the photos section of our website. If you have any 
pictures we can use in our newsletter and/or our 
website please send them to John. 

 

Monthly Calendars 

We’ve reproduced the next couple of months of events on the following pages. 
Remember though that these could be out-of-date, so for a more accurate schedule, 

and more details on events, please visit the calendar on our website. 
 

Remember Your 
Name Tag 

We’re looking for photos, 
 write ups, comments and 

suggestions. 

With so many new members in our 
club we’ve all got new people to 
meet and become friends with. 

Wearing your name tag will help us 
all so please remember it. 

Email John or Joan with your contributions. 
This is your newsletter. 

 
 

http://northbayprobus.com/media/photos-2/
http://northbayprobus.com/calendar/




 


