
Introduction: Howard opened the meeting with a large Happy New Year to 
everyone. We received a thank you card from the Shriners Club by showing our 
support through the rental of the space. Part of our rental fees were put into a 
donation of $ 50,000.00 to the Shriners Hospital. On a sad note, Susan Legate’s 
daughter Jane Douglas has passed away. There will be a funeral service at 12:00 
pm at McGuinty’s Funeral Home on Saturday January 5, 2019. 

Fun With Food: Suzanne and Ghislaine now have the schedule ready.  It will be 
sent out very soon to the listed members of the group. 
  
SOCIAL: Marty spoke on the success of dinners at Canadore College. This year 
we will be doing the same.  The difference is that the college can seat only 30 
people off the menu at one time and our group is too large.  We can however do 
it in March where we can seat 60 people with a dinner set up.  This is in the plans
and will be followed up for sign ups by the group.

Walking Group – Suzanne said the group meets faithfully and will be at the 
Arena on Friday.  Dependent on weather some walk inside the arena and some 
walk outside. Get on their mailing list walkers@northbayprobus.com 

Technology Group: Dave told everyone that the group is split between group 
and individual conversations on technology.  They are now looking at bringing 
forward talks on how to use the computer for applications such as watching 
television and non traditional use.

Outdoor Club: Donald said that the next outing will be Thurs. Jan 10 at the Wasi
Ski Club chalet.  There is an $8.00 fee for use of the trails so bring a cheque or 
correct change. Snowshoe or ski trails are there and the group can split or go as 
a unit. Trails are all marked, groomed and ready.  The following outing will be a 
ski or snowshoe at the Nordic Ski Club. More information to follow.

Birthdays:  Nobody stood up for birthday mentions but Marty.  He did so in place
of his wife.  He reported in her birthday as being at 39 years of age (HO HO).   
    
Program: Dick announced these topics: February: North Bay Sympathy 
Orchestra.  March: Police Officer talk on the Drug Crisis April: Assisted Death
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 Dick introduced our speaker Jim Calarco.  

Jim is from North Bay and is an active filmmaker.  He 
graduated out of Chippewa, Laurentian University, York U. 
With an English Major.  Jim is acting producing and director
of North Star Talent. He represents 71 Alliance of Canadian 
Cinema, Television and Radio Artists  (ACTRA)  actors and 16 
non ACTRA actors. Jim represents Northern talent and 
provides film and TV actors for productions in Northern 

Ontario.  More on Jim at this link   https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1410216/

Topic: FILMING IN THE NORTH

Jim presented an entertaining, humorous talk that presents the North as a place 
to make films.  First and foremost is the fact that rejections are part of the 
business. If you cannot accept rejection you should not be in acting or the film 
business. Ninety five percent of the time, actors are unemployed and rely on 
other jobs to support themselves.  Rejection has to be accepted in the business. 
Despite the heavy rejection factor the film industry employs hundreds of people.

North Bay has always been seen as a sports town but that is changing with the 
film industry being introduced in 1990. In early North Bay, a place of early 
immigrants, the entertainment was on porch steps and in the homes. Then local 
radio came and we had live radio broadcasts. 1929 is when the Capital Centre 
hosted live performances and movies. 1940 Captain of the Clouds was filmed here
in North Bay as a propaganda piece. 1950 we had four theatres and a drive in. 
Mid 50’s we had our own television station 1990. Cogeco had local productions on
cable television.  2003 Lost Patrol was filmed here. 2007 Kids in the Hall was 
filmed here.

Now there is the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund that has been set up to 
encourage, promote and fund Northern Film making.  Grants are given on the 
expectation that Northern actors, locations, resources, crews and content are 
going to be used. An expectation is that if a grant is given the actual expenses 
will be double that of the grant. Grant approval has to be made, locations have to
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be found, permit requirements have to be met, hiring of a location scout has to 
be made, office and studio place has to be found, a team of hires from the local 
area has to be completed and 10% of the actors have to come from the North. 

Present numbers for people in the film are $465 for 8 hours if you have three 
lines and $765 if you have four or more lines in the production.  On top of that 
there are meals and benefits and what is called buy out which range from 25% to
150%. Actors can earn $5,000 in a couple of days. But, normally in the North, we
have only one to three days of work giving actors $15,000 per year.  If you are a 
local actor you get no travel, meals or accommodation but the production 
company gets a tax break.

Despite tax breaks, grants and funding production companies often do not have 
the ten percent northern actor content.  This is because there is a stipulation of 
an actor who is suitable. Suitability is up to the production company regardless of
the talent that is available here.  An example of difference is that “Hard Rock 
Medical” production used 65% northern content, while “Cardinal” with over a 3 
million dollar budget used only 4 to 7 northern people.  

North Bay is a place for filmmakers because of our downtown, waterways, forest 
and towns such as Callander and Powassan being close by.  It means a crew can 
do two shooting in a day.  There is less travel between locations. Our city allows 
production crews to streamline their process.  Canadore College with its film 
production program will in 2019 be able to edit, colour correct, dub, and mix and 
produce a finished product locally. 

Hallmark films is the stand out productions right now in North Bay with feel good 
films.  Documentaries and education follow the good feeling productions. Jim then
showed a local production called “Robert and Jennifer”.  It was a moving film of a 
daughter who comes home to a father with Alzheimer’s disease. 

Jim answered questions about the business of film production after his talk.  

Dave then presented Jim with a PROBUS pen to sign new contracts with. 

Next North Bay PROBUS meeting:  

February 6, Wednesday at 10 am. 

Location: Shriners Club

Speaker: Don Clysdale 

Topic: 

The  North Bay Symphony and its History. 


