
Introduction: Joan Hambley – President  (705) 478-8751 
 
    AGENDA: 
1.  Introduction   2.  Activity Reports       3. Announcements             
 
1. INTRODUCTION: Joan announced that our club has reached its capacity 
and is closed to new members. A waiting list will be made to allow new 
members into the club due to any attrition.  If you know anyone interested 
in forming a  second PROBUS club please let us know. 
 
2. ACTIVITY REPORTS:  Activities are covered well on the website 
HTTP://northbayprobus.com  Contacts for our activity groups are below: 
 
  FUN WITH FOOD:    Ghislaine (705) 495-2432 
  SOCIAL CLUB:   Marty  (705) 840-7080 (new) 
  WALKING GROUP:   Mark  (705) 472- 4392  
  TECHNOLOGY GROUP:  John (705) 724-9829 
  OUTDOOR CLUB:   Barb (705) 474-2714 
  BOOK CLUB:   Joan (705) 478-8751 
  PROGRAM:    Dick (705) 472-7907 
 
Feel free to contact these people with suggestions, ideas or interests. 
 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
All You Can Eat Surf & Turf – MAY 25 $90.00 /person with PROBUS 
membership.  Also gives you a chance to win 2 return flights to Halifax, car 
rental and a four day stay with $500.00 in Halifax.   Contact Marty (705) 
840-7080 

Third Age Nipissing – The Love of Music May 9th, 16th and 23rd. The 
Executive of Third Age Nipissing has been meeting to plan its first lecture 
series. Titled The Love of Music.  $15.00 per single or $30.00 for all three 
lectures. Full information can be found at https://thirdagenipissing.com/ 

 NEXT MONTHS SPEAKER: 
JUNE 6, 2018 

June’s guest speaker will be Cindy Brownlee 
spokeswoman for Friends of Camp Caritou   
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               GUEST SPEAKER:  
        Franco Mariotti 

 
Topic: 

        “The Wonders of Antarctica.”   
 

Dick introduced Franco as a Biologist/Naturalist with 32 years of work 
experience with Science North in Sudbury Ontario. Franco has made 
three trips to the Antarctica where there are no land animals other than 
penguins. Franco gave a well organized three part presentation that was 
based around the islands, the peninsula and the penguins.  Each part 

was energetic, interesting, informative and at times stunning with the photography of landscapes 
and the detailed information of both biology and geography. 
 
The Antarctica is huge. The entire USA can fit within the Antarctica. It is covered with hundreds   
of meters of ice that are at times up to 2 Km in depth.  There is an interesting polar buffer zone of 
cold water that is at 2 to 3 degrees that surrounds the continent.  This forms a clockwise current 
that circles the Antarctica and keeps the water cold and protects the ice. 
 
Leaving from the bottom of South America with a two day voyage by ship we were taken to Port 
Stanley in the Falkland Islands. As a past whaling port it is populated with approximately 1600 
people. It is here that Franco started the introduction to penguins with the Gentoo who is one of 
the most northern penguins.  The Gentoo with the 18” orange bill is easy to identify.  Krill, fish 
and squid make up most of all penguins diet.  As well krill forms a large part of the whales’ diet. 
 
Stunning photos and videos of up to 30,000 King penguins in Gold Harbour and St. Andrews Bay 
of the South Georgia islands was mind numbing. Gold harbour is named after the fool’s gold in the 
rocks that can extend 6000 feet up as cliffs mixed within active glaciers. King penguins by the 
thousands with orange around their necks are the most colourful of penguins are here. It takes 10 
years for a male penguin to mature sexually. If he can fight to have a harem they only last about 
a year before he is beaten away by another male who takes over the harem.   
 
Over the past century 1100 to 300 thousand whales and penguins have been taken for blubber.  
The Antarctica was the centre of the whale industry until the whales became threatened.  Whaling 
no longer exists in the Antarctica. This helps the penguins who now have a great abundance of 
Krill as a food source.  This Krill food source allows more baby penguins to survive and grow.  
These baby penguins are a unusual sight in that they are covered with brown feathers as a thick 
down coating.  They are almost unrecognizable as a penguin but protected from the cold.  
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It is not until you get down to the peninsula itself that you get to see penguins on ice flows. But 
before that in Kines Cove in the southern Shetland Islands you see Adelie penguins with the white 
ring around their eyes. These penguins nest in the rocks.  They make their nests there so that the 
stones keep the nest drained from melting snow.  The rocks also retain heat from the sun so that 
the nests are kept warm.  Here in the Shetland Islands are Chinstrap penguins who have a black 
line necklace around their necks.  You can see orange lichen growing on the rocks. Lichen grows 
from the penguins poop. Phosphorus and nitrogen from the poop feeds the lichen growth.  
 
Emperor penguins are the largest of penguins. They can get up to 66 lbs and stand almost four 
feet.  Macaroni penguins on the other hand are funny looking with colourful feathers sticking up 
from the top of their heads. These small penguins are up to ten pounds and stand only two feet.  
The smaller penguin with short white feathers protruding from their eyebrows are called 
Rockhoppers. These are only six pounds and are small compared to the Emperor 66 lbs. 
 
Killer whales, Leopard seals and Skua birds which have a 48 inch wing span are the predators of 
the seals.  Penguins themselves have the most density of feathers per square cm than any other 
bird.  They have no tongues but instead have small like finger in the tongues place.  These fingers 
capture the Krill.  Oil glands are situated on the tail where they can reach back collect oil to keep 
themselves covered.  Their feet have no feathers and rely on a counter circulation of blood flow to 
keep their feet from freezing.  Underwater the penguin uses their wings as paddles and they 
literally fly under the water. Penguins like seals  dive for Krill and food.  The King penguin can dive 
360 meters  down for food. Smaller penguins dive not as far. 
 
Wedell seals can dive up to 600 meters underwater. They can be nine feet long and weigh 600 kg.  
The Wedell seals are the most southern of mammals. However Crabeater seals are the most 
abundant of the seals. Crabeaters give birth on the ice.  They have no spots and are solidarity. 
Their teeth have evolved to filter the Krill so that they can dive and filter the Krill in their mouths.   
 
Climate change is affecting the western side of the Antarctica while the eastern side is gathering 
more snow.  Warmer currents from the west warm the water creating moisture from the melting 
coast.  This moisture creates more snow to the eastern side of Antarctica.   
 
Franco’s presentation was well received by the members and generated a question answer session 
before the meeting ended.   Laurie Reed presented Franco with a PROBUS pen and thanked him 
for his enlightening presentation.   
 

Next Meeting:  
June 6, Wednesday, 10:00 AM.  

Shriners Club, North Bay, Ontario  
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