
PROBUS Club of North Bay and District 
Meeting Notes from June 7, 2017 

Public Meeting – Rorab Shrine Club 

http://northbayprobus.com/ 
  

 

Notes taken by Joan Hambley for Mickey Sandula   
 

Introduction: Ghislaine Côté – President – (705) 495-2432 
  
AGENDA: 
1. Introduction  and President’s message 
2. Social Activities 
3. Outdoor Club      
4. Book Club and Writers’ Group   
5. Fun with Food 
6. Walking Group 
7. Program      
8. Birthdays 
9. Speaker: Pete Handley 
 

1. Introduction: Ghislaine (705) 495-2432 
Ghislaine welcomed members, visitors and guests.  She reminded us 
that the time is coming to re-elect a new management team.  We 
especially need a Vice President and Social Committee convenor.  
Program, treasurer and secretary will remain. 

 
2. Social: Anne (705) 474-4323 

Anne reported that the Glitter Dinner at Trinity United was very well 
received and enjoyed by many.  There are 12-14 people signed up for 
lunch after the meeting today at Average Joe’s.  Dinner on the Chief 
Commanda is in the planning stages.  The Swiss Family restaurant 
excursion is planned for the fall 

 
3. Outdoor Club: Don (705-476-3794) and Barb (705-474-2714) 

The group meets every 2nd Friday.  The winter activities include 
snowshoeing and cross country skiing. On June 23 at 10 am on Pimisi 
Bay canoeing will be the event.  Canoe rentals are available for $20.  
Contact Don or Barb for more info.  

 
4. Book Club and Writers’ Group: Joan (705-478-8751) 

The book club meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 1 pm at Guido 
and Arlene’s for lunch followed by a book discussion.  This month the 



books are: Don't let's go to the Dogs Tonight by Alexander Fuller/and 
or The Nine Lives of Charlotte Taylor plus any book by Rosie Thomas. 
The book club doesn’t meet in the summer but the books we will be 
reading are: Flying Time by Suzanne North, The Immortal Life of 
Henriette Lacks by Rebecca Skloot , The Dove Keeper's Daughter by 
Alice Hoffman and/or your favourite book or author. 
 
The Writers’ club will reconvene in the fall. Date TBA. Contact Joan for 
more information or check our website. 

 
5. Fun with Food: Helena Brown (705-472-4392) 

On July 12 or 13 (depending on weather) there will be a pot lunch 
luncheon at Brown’s.  August will be pot luck at Roberts’ cottage, date 
TBA. In the fall, planning will begin for members (new members 
welcome).  Contact Helena for more information. 
 

6. Walking Group:  Bob Barnett (705-472-9967) 
This group meets on Tuesdays at 10 am.  It has taken them 7 weeks 
to walk North Bay from the Davedi Club to Callander.  Lately they 
have been walking the waterfront enjoying the scenery and history of 
the area.  Coffee follows afterwards for walkers or anyone else 
interested in joining the group for socializing. Contact Bob for more 
information or to be on the emailing list to learn where the week’s 
walk will take place. 

 
7. Program: Dick (705) 472-7907 

Guest speakers will be; July- former Police Chief Paul Cook, August- 
Roy Slack of Cementation and September - a leader of the ‘save the 
Dionne home’ initiative.  Dick then inserted some humour as he read 
us lessons for those in management and the differences between men 
and women, not forgetting about seniors.   

 
8. Birthdays 

Belle Kizell spoke of her positive outlook thanks to her friends, family 
and guests.  She also mentioned the many hobbies and interests she 
is involved in. 
 
Yvonne Barker and her husband are new members and new to North 
Bay, formerly from London England and many locations across 
Canada.  They are excited to be part of PROBUS and especially look 
forward to Fun with Food. 

BREAK 
 
 



GUEST SPEAKER: Peter Handley 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Dick Taffel 
 
Dick listed Pete’s many contributions and involvements throughout the years 
in North Bay. 
 
Several years ago the book They were our Heroes was published to honour 
the Sports Hall of Fame inductees.  This year is the Hall of Fame’s 40th 
anniversary and Canada’s 150th so a new book will be published to 
commemorate this.  It will be called Flashback.  It will include the history of 
many teams, clubs and the people who contributed to their success.  Pete 
spoke of the formation of the North Bay Canoe Club which involved a few 
key players, namely Dick Tafel and Terry Evans and through the years the 
hard work of many other individuals. 
Wallace Park at King St. West and Princess St. West was the site of the 
original Memorial Gardens.  In 1948 the first artificial rink was completed 
there. 
 
APPRECIATION: Marty Brown 
 
Marty thanked Pete Handley and presented him with a PROBUS pen in 
appreciation. 
 
Next Meeting – North Bay Public Library July 5th at 10 am 
 


