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Notes taken by Mickey Sandula  
 

Introduction:  Ghislaine Côté – President (705) 495-2432 
  
AGENDA: 
1. Introduction    2. Social     3. Fun With Food 
4. Outdoors Group  5. Reading and Book Club 6. Technology Club 
7. Birthdays   8. Program   9. SPEAKER   
 
1. Introduction: Ghislaine started the meeting at 10:00 am with a welcome to 
the new members and guests attending the meeting. There was no new 
information from the management meeting and all seems to be working well with 
the club.  One announcement is that our next meeting will be at the Shriners Club 
that is located at 1260 Brook Street. There are two times of the year that we are 
unable to attend our meetings at the library because of library activities. 
 
2. Social: Anne gave thanks to Howard Kisell for organizing the Tour of 
Humanities that is based on humility and tolerance. Thanks was also given to 
John Roberts for keeping our website updated with current events. There will be a 
“GLITTER GOURMET DINNER” being held at the Trinity United Church.  This event 
celebrates 135 year anniversary of the church and is catered by Chef Donnie 
Blais.  Cost is $40.00 per person including a $25.00 charitable donation receipt.   
Contact Anne Walsh at (705) 474-4323 before May 8 to get tickets. Tables for 
PROBUS will be set up for our members. Check our website. 
 
3. Fun With Food: May 14 will be the last Fun With Food evening. The group will 
be taking a summer break. Contact Helena Brown 472-4392 
  
4. Outdoors Group: Barb Roberts (705) 724-9829 reported a very successful 
walk through the Cranberry Trails in Callander. The next outdoor event will take 
place in Redbridge.  This will be a walk through the bush following the snow 
machine trail. The group will meet at 640 North River Road in Redbridge. Call 
Karin Sandula at (705) 663-2696 for information or directions. 
 
5. Reading and Book Club: Joan Hambley (705) 478-8751 informed everyone 
that the book club meets on the third Thursday of the month at Guido and 
Arlenes on Trout lake road at 1:00 pm. The books for each month are on the 
website. If you are interested you should contact Joan so that she can confirm 
that seating are available. Also the writing group is organizing a reunion of writers 
on May 16 for the writers who have previously taken the writing workshop. 



6. Technology Group: Dave Payne told the group that the next group meeting 
will discuss backup strategies and GPS, the how and why, the use and its 
importance. The group meets in the library May 9 at 1:30 pm. 
  
7. Birthdays 
Bob Warren responded with a little story and background on himself and history. 
 
8.  Program: Dick Tafel  (705) 472-7907  Dick announced that the topic in 
JUNE: Sports Heroes with Peter Handley 
JULY: Modern Police Work with Paul Cook 
AUGUST: Mining In Ontario with Roy Stack 
 

GUEST SPEAKER: Edith George       TOPIC: HERITAGE TREES 
 

Edith has received The Environmentalist Award of the Year by Toronto. As a 
renowned adviser to the Ontario Urban Forest Council she is renowned for her 
activities concerning the preservation and recognition of heritage trees. Edith 
began with a slide presentation illustrating various trees of significance. Following 
the slide examples of trees she used the heritage tree definition as defined by Dr. 
Paul Aird, Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto.  
 
 - A notable specimen because of its size, form, shape, beauty, age, colour, 
   rarity, genetic constitution, or other distinctive features                              
 - A living relic that displays evidence of cultural modification by Aboriginal 
   or non-Aboriginal people                                                                             
 - A prominent community landmark                                                           
 - A specimen associated with a historic person, place, event or period;         
 - A representative of a crop grown by ancestors and their successors that is 
   at risk of disappearing from cultivation                                                      
 - A tree associated with local folklore, myths, legends, or traditions 

The Ontario Heritage Tree Alliance http://heritagetoronto.org/heritage-trees/ has 
a toolkit that can be used for identifying heritage trees. There are six types of 
tree classifications used in the kit being 1. Single Tree 2. Tree Pair 3. Avenue of 
Trees 4. Windrow of Trees 5. A Grove 6. Arboreal Remnant Trees 

Edith’s presentation centered on the single tree type of classification. In 
identifying the tree as a Heritage tree there were five categories that were used. 
Each category has separate identifiers that are used. Using a chart to show the 
categories and their identifiers she illustrated the weighted evaluation of 1 to 4 
for significance. A user would follow the chart and score the tree according to the 
listed definitions, and comment within the chart. 



These categories included the                                                              
Appearance: Both the Aesthetics and Artistic appeal as striking or magnificent  
Integrity: Condition and health of the tree and expected life span        
Prominence: The tree’s size and age                                                          
Rarity: Globally, Nationally and locally. Endangered or not.                         
Social: History and Cultural, International National and neighborhood 

Any arborist can do the first four categories but can get stuck on the social aspect 
of trees. Edith followed through on the classification and talked on the social 
aspect of the heritage tree located at 76 Coral Gabel Avenue, Toronto. Various 
experts have determined that the tree is anywhere from 250 to 400 years old. It 
is a Red oak that is over 25 meters tall and is the second largest in Ontario. It is 
part of the Humber river watershed where voyageurs, original settlers and 
indigenous people have traveled for centuries. The tree was used as a marker on 
the route up the Humber River. A military button was found at its base from the 
war of 1812. It is historically significant and important as part of our Canadian 
history and heritage. The property was settled by Irish immigrants in 1848 and 
has moved through families throughout the years. Each owner has prized the tree 
to such an extent that owners have dug out weeping tiles and installed a drainage 
system to feed the tree water. At one time there was a creek that is no longer 
there. Present owners nurse the tree via a watering hose through the concrete to 
the underground watering system. As a result of Edith’s work and volunteers this 
tree is designated as a Heritage tree. 
 
Forest Ontario has a program for identifying heritage trees. But there is a 
difference between recognition and being designated. In Ontario there are only 
twelve single trees that are designated as being heritage trees. All trees have to 
be maintained and the cost is great. It cost approximately $12,000.00 to trim the 
canopy of the heritage tree discussed. All the work for the tree is done through 
volunteer work. When trees age and grow toward dying, seed collection begins so 
that it can be renewed. Edith ended the presentation by answering questions. 
 
Fred McNutt presented Edith with a PROBUS pen for her talk and thanked her for 
the presentation.  Ghislaine closed the meeting at Twelve Noon.  
 

Next Meeting at the 
North Bay Rorab Shriner Club 
1260 Brook Street, North Bay 


