
PROBUS Club of North Bay & District 
Meeting Notes from January 4, 2017 

Public Meeting – North Bay Public Library  
http://northbayprobus.com/ 

  
 

Notes taken by Joan Hambley for Mickey Sandula   
 

Introduction: Ghislaine Côté – President – (705) 495-2432 
  
AGENDA: 
1. Introduction  and President’s message 
2. Social Activities 
3. Outdoor Club     4. Technology Group 
5. Book Club and Writers’ Group  6. Program      
7. Speakers: Dr. Ian Fettes, Dr. Don Stemp 
 

1. Introduction: Ghislaine (705-495-2432) 
- Ghislaine welcomed everyone including several visitors and guests. 
- March is PROBUS month and, in order to mark it, members are 

encouraged to bring a friend to our March meeting. 
- Our new portable sound system has been bought by the PROBUS 

club and will be used for all our meetings. 
- Ghislaine reminded everyone to pay their dues ASAP in order to be 

included in our membership list, which will be sent to head office. 
- On April 27th, the PROBUS Ontario District 2 directors will be 

hosting a special lunch in Cambridge for PROBUS members to 
celebrate PROBUS being in Canada for 30 years.  All PROBUS 
members are invited to attend. Note: North Bay PROBUS is part of 
District 2. 

 
2. Social: Anne (705-474-4323) 

- February 10/17 at 6 pm will be the date and time for the gourmet 
meal at Canadore College.  Cost is $37.50 plus gratuity per person.  
People who signed up are responsible for the cost of their meal 
whether they attend or not.  There is a cancellation list to which 
people can add their name in case of cancellations. 

- There will be a luncheon after our March meeting.  Place TBA. 
 

3. Outdoor Club: Don (705-476-3794) and Barb (705-474-2714) 
- The group meets every 2nd Friday at Wasi Cross Country Ski Club 

for snowshoeing and skiing at 10:30 a.m.  Please bring a lunch as 
the outing lasts approximately 3 hours. 



 
4. Technology Group:  Dave (705) 497-7965 and John (705-724-9829) 

- The first meeting will be Tuesday Feb.7th at 1:30 pm at the library 
for all interested in technology.  The first topic will be computer 
security.  People are encouraged to bring whatever device they’d 
like to discuss or learn more about.   

 
5. Book Club and Writers’ Group: Joan (705-478-8751) 

- The book club is still open to new members.  If it becomes too 
large it will be divided in two.  Books that are being read can be 
found on the website. 

- The Writers’ Group has been suspended for the next two months 
because of members’ other commitments but should resume in 
April. 

 
6. Program: Dick (705-472-7907) 

- At our March meeting, PROBUS member Dr. Antonietta Francini will 
speak about her extraordinary life. 

- In April, a representative from Nipissing University will speak on 
funding and other issues facing the university.   

- May’s speaker will be on the topic of nature. 
- Dick then entertained with fun words and semantics as well as two 

of his humorous and entertaining stories. 
 

BREAK 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: Dr. Ian Fettes and Dr. Don Stemp 
TOPIC:  Nipissing Serenity Hospice 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Dick Tafel 
 

- The origin of the hospice movement began in London England in 
1965.  It is a team approach to provide tranquil and dignified 
transition to death.  It is a continuum of care from hospital home 
and hospice as well as a spiritual and physical support for the 
patient, family and friends.   

- The hospice will provide 24 hour specialized and professional 
palliative care.  There will be access to grief and bereavement 
counselling for patients, family and friends.  It is much less 
expensive than a hospital stay.  A hospital costs $1100 per day per 
patient whereas hospice care is $300-400 per day per patient. 

- Fundraising will be on-going in order to support the half million-
dollar cost of sustaining the facility.  There is government support 
but fundraising is also needed. 



- Medical Assistance in Death (M.A.I.D) has only been legal for the 
past 2 months but it is something that will have to be dealt with 
eventually.  It is not in hospice care at this time but in the future it 
is certainly possible that it will be. 

- Dr. Stemp shared a personal story of how death was handled by 
him and his family for his brother-in-law after palliative care in the 
hospital. Death is a part of life but survivors need the comfort of 
knowing that their relative has had his/her wishes upheld. 

- Questions and comments followed from the members. 
- Dave Payne thanked the speakers and presented them with pens in 

appreciation. 
 

Next Meeting – North Bay Library – March 1, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 


