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Dear Student and Family,

Welcome to Strings Attached!  

We are so delighted that you have joined us
to create beautiful music!  Learning an
instrument can be a lot of fun and it also
helps develop many important skills.

Our mission is to ensure that any student who
wants to learn to play an instrument with
strings attached to it (piano, guitar, violin,
cello, etc) will have the opportunity.  

This booklet outlines the basic information
you need in order to get started with our
program and get the most out of it.  Please
read it with your family and contact us with
any questions.  

We look forward to hearing your music!

Eric Bertoluzzi
Executive Director of Englewood Arts

Robin Dickinson
Education Director of Englewood Arts

WELCOME TO STRINGS 
ATTACHED!

Important Information:

website: englewoodarts.org
email: robin@englewoodarts.org
phone: (303) 806-8901

To sign up for our newsletter:
englewoodarts.org/newsletter
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

During Lessons

Your teacher is completely focused on you
during your lesson and you need to be
focused on your teacher and your instrument.  
During your lesson, make sure that you are
understanding what your teacher is asking
you to do and that you're trying out all their
suggestions!

Look at your teacher or the music or your
instrument while they are talking to you.

Keep a pencil with your books so you can
take notes.  Never write in your book in ink.

Teachers and parents can both reach out to
Robin Dickinson with any concerns.  Robin
has extensive experience working with kids
with a variety of needs and can usually help
resolve any difficulties.

Between Lessons

You should plan on practicing most days.  The
amount of time spent practicing varies
according to your level so talk with your
teacher about what's right for you.

Take good care of your instrument.  Learn
how to clean and store your instrument.  A
well cared for instrument is more fun to play
and makes better music!

Keep track of your music books. and
assignments.  If you need your teacher to
write down a list for you, please ask!

Use the suggestions in the rest of this
handbook for how to practice and how
families can support their music student.
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PRACTUCE TIPS FOR HOME
Music has many dimensions and you can't learn all of them at once.  
Usually the first step in a new piece is playing the notes accurately.  
This means the correct notes for the correct length of time.  But that
is only the beginning.  Look through the rest of these tips for ideas
to help you choose a goal for your practice today!

Have a Goal for Each Practice Session01

It can be fun to play fast, but it's critical to first learn to play a
piece well.  Using a metronome can help.  Start by playing slowly
enough that you can get the notes, rhythms, dynamics, and so forth
correct.  Then gradually speed up.  If you start getting sloppy, slow
back down a bit and keep working on it until you're ready to go
faster.

Start Slow, Speed Up When Ready03

Don't just play your music.  Listen to a recording to hear how other
musicians have played the same piece.  Sing it aloud. This can help
with knowing if you are getting the notes right.  Some students find it
easier to learn tricky rhythms if they set words to the music. Try
tapping out rhythms.   

Listen, Sing, Clap, Tap, etc05

3

Your teacher will tell you how you should warm up when you start
practicing.  Once you've warmed up, many students find it useful to
focus on just one or two measures or a particular line that they have
been struggling with.  Perhaps the rhythm or fingering is tricky or
the dynamics need work.  Spending time focused on that one
problem area when you're fresh can help you overcome the
difficulty!

Focus on a Small Portion02

While it's fun to watch professional musicians who contort their
bodies or play in awkward positions, it's important for students to
develop excellent position and posture.  This not only makes your
music sound better, you'll hurt less when you get up from your
instrument!

Watch Your Position and Posture04

Music is more than accuracy.  Accuracy is the first step.  Once
you've learned to play your piece accurately, work on how you
express emotions, show contrasts.  Music is art and you are doing
your part to make the world a more beautiful place!

Practice Your Artistry, Technique, and Expression06



Try to attend your child's lesson often enough that you understand the
teacher's expectations.  
At least once a week, sit down and pay attention to your child's entire
practice session.  Ask questions. Use pg 3 Practice Tips for Home to get
ideas: what is your goal for today's practice? Can you sing that for me?
Do you need to fix your posture?
If your child is working on a particular skill, it can be helpful to them if
you remind them when they are practicing.  They are paying attention
to a lot!  Try choosing one "code word" that you use.  For example, if
they are working on good hand position, when you see their hand
sagging you can say, "Hand" to remind them.

If you have friends or family at your home, take the opportunity for your
child to perform one of the pieces they've already learned
Sometimes religious organizations or community groups you belong to
will have times when kids can perform

Sign up for our newsletter!  We send out lots of great music resources
Listen to 88.1 FM (on your smart speaker say, "Play CPR Classical")
Listen to Classics for Kids podcast
Find YouTube Channels that spark your child's interest and watch
together (Robin's kids' favorites are PianoGuys and TwoSetViolin)

Dear Families,

Thank you so much for taking the time to learn how to support your music
student!  Just as you helped your child learn to walk and talk, you are a very
important person in their musical development!  You don't need to be able
to play an instrument yourself in order to help them.  Here are some tips
that everyone can use:

During Practice

Ask Your Child to Perform

Embrace Music in Other Ways

HOW FAMILIES CAN SUPPORT STUDENTS
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Violin

JOAN BERTOLUZZI
Joan Bertoluzzi has both performed for many years
as a professional violinist and has many years of
experience teaching violin to all levels from young
children to adults.  She tailors each lesson to the
student's interests and strengths to make the
experience challenging and pleasurable.

Piano

MIGUEL ESPINOZA
Together with the rest of his group, Miguel Espinoza
Fusion, Miguel Espinoza performs around Colorado
and across the country.  His music twists jazz,
flamenco, Cuban and classical Indian musical forms.  
A passionate teacher, he has inspired many students
to embrace the full range of what can be created
with a guitar.

Jeannette Altenhofen has taught elementary music
in both private and public schools for 27 years. She
recently retired after teaching music in the Littleton
Public Schools. She has been a pianist and organist
in churches for over 25 years. Her own children
started music in the Strings Attached program and
are very involved in music at ELA & EHS.

Guitar

JEANETTE ALTENHOFFEN

TEACHERS
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ENJOY MAKING MUSIC!
If you have questions, please reach out to our Education Director
Robin Dickinson
robin@englewoodarts.org


