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Dear People of Peace, 
Last month, at our Zoom council meeting, we discussed the Peace Labyrinth. As warm 

weather has arrived, the need for lawn mowing has returned, and council is looking for guidance 
about the future of the labyrinth. The area around the labyrinth requires hand mowing, which our lawn 
service crew does not provide. So, a decision needs to be made. Should our labyrinth continue as it is 
with a volunteer, or volunteers, coming forward to mow the area? Or, should we ask our lawn service 
to mow it over? 

In order for the council, and by extension the congregation, to make an informed decision, I 
agreed to do some research, and perhaps make some suggestions as to how our congregation might 
make better use of this spiritual resource. A spiritual Labyrinth is an ancient symbol that relates to 
wholeness. It combines the imagery of the circle and the spiral into a meandering, but purposeful 
path. The Labyrinth represents a journey to our own center and back again out into the world. 
Labyrinths have been used as meditation and prayer tools for centuries.  

In 325 A.D. Christians, in what is now Algeria, placed a labyrinth on the floor of their church. 
Although Christians might have been using the labyrinth earlier, this is the first historical record we 
have of the Christian use of the labyrinth. Since that time labyrinths have been prayed, studied, 
danced, traced and drawn as Christians sought to use this spiritual tool to draw closer to God.  

Using a labyrinth involves moving one's body and opening one's heart to Jesus. All you have 
to do is follow the path and you will find the center. Unlike a maze the labyrinth has no tricks. A 
"typical" labyrinth experience involves preparing oneself at the threshold, following the single path to 
the center, spending time in the center, following the same pathway out to the threshold, and then 
responding to the experience.  

Questions that came up during our council meeting were, "What is the correct way for me to do 
this?" “What is the purpose for a labyrinth?” “Does anyone know it’s there?” “Does anyone use it?” 
What I found, as I read, was that there really isn’t a right or wrong way to use and pray in a labyrinth. 
So, relax! Pray in the labyrinth the way you like to pray in other places. Have a conversation with God 
about the things that matter most to you. You can offer words and gestures of praise, or present your 
prayer requests to Christ; there is no "right" way to pray the labyrinth. If you still aren't sure how to get 
started, you could simply repeat, "Thy will be done" as you move in the labyrinth.  
Another simple way to pray the labyrinth is to pray for others along your way. Hopefully, you’ll enjoy 
God's presence in the center, and then pray for yourself as you move back towards the threshold.  
    The word "labyrinth" isn’t found in the Bible, but themes of following God's way, spiritual 
journeys, and enjoying God's presence, all of which are central to labyrinth experiences, are found 
throughout Scripture. Two verses that can be used while praying the labyrinth are, "You show me the 
path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy." (Psalm 16:11) and Jesus' words, "I am the way, 
the truth and the life..." (John 14:16). Many find walking the path through such a labyrinth brings them 
close to God. 



  My research revealed that we are currently in a period of historic labyrinth revival. Churches, 
retreat centers and Christian camps are placing these prayer tools inside and outside. Christians all 
over the world are installing labyrinths in their yards and gardens. Many are using the labyrinth as a 
ministry tool, bringing portable versions to prisons, 
national Denominational conferences and church 
group meetings. It is conservatively estimated that 
there are over 5,000 labyrinths in the United States 
alone.  

So, now you know a bit more about spiritual 
labyrinths and their purpose. One council member 
reported that during this pandemic time, they did 
observe someone using it. Perhaps if more of our 
members and folks in our community knew about 
this lovely spot, it would be used more.  
The fate of the labyrinth is now in your hands. It would be lovely if a small group would be willing to 
take on the responsibility of caring for this special space. Try taking a journey through the labyrinth in 
the days ahead. If you think its upkeep is worth your time, call the office and let us know. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Malloy 

  

 

2020 EDUCATION FUND APPLICATIONS 

ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

 
The application can be found at the end of this newsletter or it 
can be e-mailed to you upon your request. Applications for the 
scholarships MUST be received by JUNE 1st so that they may 
be processed by the scholarship committee. They will be 

presented to the Church Council at their June meeting. Considering the costs of higher 
education today, these limited funds are a welcome assistance to our young adults and 
families. Questions… please contact the church office at 215-257-3294 or email 
adminassistant@peace-tohickon.org . 

 

  



 

April has past and we move into May with the promise of good things to come. While we are still 

not together yet, there is movement to the day when we will be able to return to our church and 

be together as we always have.  

We understand this will not be a quick return. It will take time before all can realize our wish to 

return physically to our church.  It is understood and is okay and know that your church will be 

there, when you are ready. 

As we move forward, there have been many questions received about how we can contribute our 

giving to the church. To meet your need to support the church, you can mail your contributions 

directly, knowing the mail is being picked up regularly by our church administrator, Julia, and 

placing all offerings into the collection box. Financial Secretary, Dottie Ritter, has been 

collecting and depositing the monies into our bank as normal. You can also set up automatic 

checking with your bank to process a distribution on your schedule and the bank will mail a 

check on your behalf to the church. 

During this period, the stance taken has been the church is here for our congregation in your 

time of need and concern, and not to push or ask for your donations. The Sunday worship and 

weekly devotionals, along with mailings have kept you connected to God and each other. It is 

with sincere thanks to all who have led these virtual gathering or made sure to get materials to 

members. And thank you for all who have attended these gatherings. We have continued during 

this time as friends and members in a new type of virtual fellowship. 

So now I end with the simple idea. If you are able and wish to help ensure the legacy of the 

church and all it has and will stand for, in terms of it meeting the needs of our congregation and 

community, then continue to send your contributions or restart you’re giving. We may not be 

back to normal just yet, but we are still the stewards of our church and its mission to bring 

God’s message to others and the world. Maybe now, more than in recent times, this message 

needs to be shared and it is through you we can continue our mission.  

God Bless and Good Health, 

Doug Erney  

Church Council President 

 

 



 

≈≈     GIVING DURING OUR COVID 19 QUARANTINE     ≈≈ 

 

 

 

A note from your Financial Secretary: 

Many members have asked how to contribute to Peace and its mission  
at this time.  The first option is that your offering envelopes can be mailed.  Just add a 
stamp to your offering envelope and put it in the mail, and your gift will come directly  
to the church. 
 
Another way is to set up an automatic payment account with your bank. Instruct your 
bank to send a check from your account to Peace on a regular basis. In this case, 
contact Dottie Ritter (financialsecretary@peace-tohickon.org) with which funds you 
wish your gift to be credited to: current funds, building & maintenance or 
benevolence. Then the counters will place that amount in the proper fund. Another 
member uses PayPal to set up an automatic payment account, with the check coming 
directly to the church. 
 
These are the best ways that allow the bookkeeper and financial secretary to still credit 
you for your gifts and have a financial statement available for you at the end of the 
year. 
 
Thank you to our faithful members who have contributed and those who are looking 
for ways to continue to support Peace and its mission during this difficult time! We 
appreciate your inquiries and your efforts. 
 
Dottie Ritter 
 

 



 

Happy Birthday! to our Senior Members over the age of 80: 

Dorris Renner - May 3rd  

Ruth Cook - May 8th 

Herman Slozer – May 10th  

Jean Scholl – May 15th  

Wishing you all a joyous birthday and well wishes for all of 2020! 

 

 

 

Memorial Day is Monday, May 25th, 2020. 

    



 

On behalf of our grandson, Dan Frasch, we would like to thank the youth group and 

the members of Peace for the care packages he received. They were much 

appreciated and shared with his troop. Stay well. --Sincerely, Chris & Walt Frasch 

 

 
 

Sunday, MAY 10th, 2020 
 

   



 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Sydney Bara 

3 - Kari Beck 

- Dorothy Kasper 

 - Doris Renner 

-  Peter Dulsky 

4 – Sue Keen 

 5 – Laurie Sparango 

 – Michael Miller 

6 – Lucy Hankins-Susi 

8 – Ruth Cook 

– Shay Hutton 

9 – Alexander Bara 

 – Denise Wrigley 

10 - Herman Slozer 

– Carrie Tyburski 

11 – Jennifer Bara 

– Kristina Doherty 

– Carol Heverly 

12 – Brian Gonet 

13 – Tyler Heverly 

 – Diane Stump 

14 – Daniel Harris 

15 – Emily Scholl 

 - Jean Scholl 

16 -  David Bryde 

– Frank Putnick 

18 – Dana Miller 

19 – Mason Bauder 

– Daniel Bryde 

21 – George Pester 

22 - Jayden Rivera 

23 -  Christopher Hilinski 

24 – Diana Long 

25 – Michael Bartosiewicz 

26 – Jillian Dages 

27 - Joyce Schneider 

29 - Madison Bauder 

Erik Schneider 

31 - Zoey Fisher 
 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

  3 - Heidi & Robert Strouse, Sr. 

5 - Ronald & Jean Scholl 

Earl & Beth Anders 

ANNIVERSARIES CONT. 
13 -  Chris & Dawn Lutz 

19 – Tom & Jana Hamilton 

24 - Herb & Grace Laird 

Gregory & Donna Benner 

30 - Sharon & Anthony Sandor 

31 -  Chip & Teresa Kramer 
  

 

 
Floral Sponsors Are On Hold 

For Now, But Will Be 

Needed Once Church 

Services Resume 
If you are interested in sponsoring 

altar flowers in honor or memory of 

a loved one or special celebration 

date, please sign up on the flower 

chart near the coat room.  

The cost is $50 for two bouquets of 
flowers or $25 for one. Checks can 

be made out to Peace Lutheran 
Church & dropped in the offertory 
plates during worship services or 

mailed to the office. 
 

 
 

Our Home Bound Members: 
 

Alice Brad 

Meadow Glen at Phoebe 

108 S. Main St., Apt. 124 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

 

Mary Dunlap 

Cedarbrook Nursing Home 

350 S Cedarbrook Rd.  

Rm #614A 

Allentown, PA 18104 
 

Marion Engelmann 

Meadow Glen at Phoebe 

108 S. Main St., Apt. 130 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

Betty Gabel 

408 Grandview Ave. 

Perkasie, PA 18944 
 

Lois Hafler 

1611 Park Ave., #201 

Quakertown, PA 18951 
 

Grace Nicolino 

1611 Park Ave., #112 

Quakertown, PA 18951 
 

Helen Poust 

200 S 9th Street 

Cottage #7 

Perkasie, PA 18944 
 

Winter: 4596 CR#305 

Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538 
 

Wanda Renshaw 

1131 Arbour Lane 

Quakertown, PA 18951 
 

Jean Scholl 

2301 North Fifth Street 

Perkasie, PA 18944 
 

Gloria Shannon 

Rm 57, 108 S. Main St. 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

Marlene Shilling 

The Birches 

691 Main Street, Room 28 

Harleysville, PA 19438 
 

Shirley Slozer     

Hidden Meadows on the Ridge 

The Laurels Room D1A 

340 Farmers Lane 

Sellersville, PA 18960 
 

Luther (Luke) Stever 

Hidden Meadows on the Ridge 

The Laurels, Room D6 

340 Farmers Lane 

Sellersville, PA 1896



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Prayer List -- Please Pray for … 

Our Members 

       Luke Stever          Tom Smith         Joyce Burkett         Yvonne Thomas          Elva Groff 
      Shirley Slozer           Charlene Fisher       Jessica Kramer         Sherry Dulsky       Kristina Doherty                
 

Our Military 

      Brian Hilinski             Kyle Likens          Dylan Lloyd  Dan Frasch 

          Eric French         Flint Engelmann            Gillian Lloyd 
 

Our Friends 

Dennis Brennan – Brother of Marcia Kramer 
Charles Mitman – Brother of Grace Grim 

Deana Murray – Sister-in-Law of Corinne Penn 
Diane – Daughter of Shirley Scearce 

Barry Stoneback – Friend of Debbie & John Schoch 
Joyce Frazier – Friend of Carole & Bill Brackman 

Rodney Allebach – Son of Agnes & Joseph Allebach 
Robert Skinner – Friend of Ellen & John Shelly 

Janice Young – Gary Schaeffer’s Cousin 
Luke Bender – Dorothy Kasper’s Friend’s Grandson 

Tony Swede – Brother of Ellen Shelly 
Christopher Malloy – Son of Pastor Dayle Malloy 

Caitlyn – Daughter of Elaine Keckiessen 
Michael & Angel Miller – Grandson & Daughter of Sue Keen 

Gloria Anderson – Mother of Peni Bottorf 
Doris Bohanak – Shelley DePinto’s Mother 

Winnie Klopper – Friend of Pete Moyer 
Jamie Kruse – Sister-in-Law of Dawn Lutz 

Neil Rapawy – Friends of Randi & Gary Schaeffer 
Barbara Sacks – Sister of Robert Beck 

Mary Glover – Mother-in-Law of Corinne Penn 
Susanne Wright – Relative of Pete and Cheryl Moyer 

Dylan Willis – Dave Thomas’ Cousin 
Dorothy/Don Armstrong – Sister/Brother-in-Law of Nancy Grace 

Stephanie Salewski – Julia Erney’s Mother 
Suzanne Murawski – Julia Erney’s Aunt 
Fred Heitzenroder – Friend of the Groffs 

Mike Maurer, Wife & Daughter – Friends of Larry Schenk 
Maureen Gildea – Friend of Jayne Kramer & Beth Kramer Maloney 

Edward Brous – Friend & Arbours Community Neighbor 
Stacy Block – Brother-in-Law of Peter & Cheryl Moyer 

Ken & Lynn Swift – Friends of the Groffs 
Jean Schmidt Gruen – Friend of the Groffs 

Barbara Staats - Neighbor of The Erneys & Groffs 



 

 

 
 

Call the Church Office When … 

• A member becomes hospitalized or shut-in,  

• A member needs prayer, is having a baby, 

getting married, wants to be baptized or 

confirmed, or is moving. 

• You want to become a member of Peace. 

• You have spiritual questions to explore. 

• You are curious about God’s call to you. 

Peace Church Office: 215-257-3294 
 

 

 

 

What Talents Can You Share? 
 

Stewardship Committee 
 Information Technology Committee 

OutReach Committee 
Faith & Fellowship Committee 

Finance Committee 
Worship & Music Formation 

Gardening Club 
Altar Guild, Youth Groups 

Sunday School, Vacation Bible School 
Peace is always looking for volunteers.  

Call the church office at 215-257-3294 to learn 
how to get involved at Peace. Be at Peace! 

 
 

 
Please keep our Prayer List Up-To-Date 

If you have a friend or relative on our prayer list who has recovered from an 

illness, please call the Church Office at 215-257-3294, so we can update our 

weekly prayer list. Our prayers do work! Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

 

Our Mission @ Peace: 

Trusting in God's love, we grow in faith, 

celebrate His Word, 

care for His gifts and serve others. 

 



 

Peace-Tohickon Evangelical Lutheran Church  
100 Old Bethlehem Road, Perkasie, Pa 18944 

(215) 257-3294 

Website: www.peace-tohickon.org 

Church Staff and Council Members 

Staff: Contacts: Phone Numbers: e-mail Addresses: 
Bridge Pastor Dayle Malloy 215-932-9533 daylemalloy310@gmail.com 

Church Admin. Asst. Julia Erney 215-257-3294 adminassistant@peace-

tohickon.org 

Bookkeeper Carol Ward 215-257-3294 bookkeeper@peace-tohickon.org 

Organist/Sr. Choir Linda Beck 215-723-5356 librarylady975@gmail.com 

New Spirit, Bells, Youth 

Choirs 

Jen Bara 267-307-4061 edjenbara@yahoo.com 

Sexton Curt Gerth 267-474-4212 sexton@peace-tohickon.org 

Nursery Elaine Miller 215-536-9271 N/A 

    

Council Members: Contacts: Phone Numbers: e-mail Addresses: 
President Douglas Erney 267-410-7644 president@peace-tohickon.org 

Vice-President Mike Cygan 215-872-4490 vicepresident@peace-tohickon.org 

Treasurer Ellen Shelly 215-257-9061 treasurer@peace-tohickon.org 

Secretary Melissa Yates 215-257-6735 secretary@peace-tohickon.org 

Financial Secretary Dottie Ritter 215-257-4587 financialsecretary@peace-

tohickon.org 

Council Member Mary Snyder 215-538-2835 snyderm47@gmail.com 

Council Member Donna Donelon 908-627-1952 donelons@ptd.net 

Council Member Heidi Gerth 267-424-4893 hmgerth106@gmail.com 

Council Member Bill Groff 215-453-9005 pennridge45@yahoo.com 

Council Member Gary Schaeffer 484-894-3030 grschaef@outlook.com 

Council Member - Youth 

Representative 

Courtney Steiner   

Council Member Dianne Steiner 215-453-7917 dsteiner605@gmail.com 

Council Member Available: You? Yours! Yours! 

Council Member Available: You? Yours! Yours! 
 

Thank You For Your Willingness to Serve! 
 

 

    



Peace-Tohickon Lutheran Church 

100 Old Bethlehem Road Perkasie, PA 18944 215-257-3294  www.peace-tohickon.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of the Congregation Council 

February 25, 2020 

2021 Term 2022 Term 2023 Term 

Doug Erney (1st)* Mike Cygan (1st)* Bill Groff (2nd)* 

Donna Donelon (1st)* Dianne Steiner (1st) Melissa Yates (2nd)* 

Gary Schaeffer (1st)* Heidi Gerth (1st) Mary Snyder (1st)* 

Courtney Steiner (1st)* vacant vacant 

 

*indicates attendance. Votes are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

Pastor Dayle Malloy, and Dottie Ritter, financial secretary also in attendance. Heidi Gerth, Ellen Shelly, and 

Dianne Steiner excused. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Gary Schaeffer led us in devotions. 

Old Business 

1. The thermostat issue is still on hold. 

2.  Call/Council Liaison. Donna Donelon has agreed to be the liaison person between the Call team and 

Council. 

A motion to appoint Donna Donelon to the position of Council/Call Team Liaison was made by 

Melissa Yates and seconded by Mary Snyder.  

Secretary’s Report 

A motion to accept the Secretary’s report from January 21 was made by Bill Groff and seconded by 

Courtney Steiner 

We moved to the consent agenda. 

Worship Committee reports from January 14 and February 11 were reviewed. 

Faith and Fellowship 

Outreach Committee 

Property Committee 

 Action items 

1. The carillon has not been used in recent memory. We will ask Gordon Benner to investigate the carillon 

to see if it still works. Then plans for the use of the carillon will be developed by Worship. 

2. Query as to whether to keep the lawn maze. This item is tabled. 

3. Insurance. We are changing companies from Guide One to Church Mutual. The premium will be paid 

quarterly. Savings, increased coverage, umbrella policy.  

A motion to change our insurance carrier from Guide One to Church Mutual was made by Donna 

Donelon and seconded by Bill Groff. 

4. Chancel committee. Council has proposed forming a committee to investigate reworking the chancel area. 

To ask for volunteers from among our active members, an invitation will be put in the bulletin for two 

weeks. The group will design a charter to outline the purpose of the committee. Areas for consideration may 



be the chancel areas, fellowship areas, and an elevator. 

A motion to accept the ministry reports was made by Bill Groff and seconded by Courtney Steiner 

Financial Secretary. 

A motion to accept the report of the financial secretary was made by Courtney Steiner and seconded 

by Bill Groff. 

Financial reports were reviewed. 

Pastor’s report. 

Rylee Scholl, daughter of Erin and Derek Scholl, will be baptized on March 1. On April 29 three of Tara 

Michener’s children will be baptized. On May 29 Courtney Michener and Kyle Weber will be married in 

our sanctuary. 

A motion to accept the Pastor’s report was made by Courtney Steiner and seconded by Mary Snyder. 

New Business 

1. Staff recognition. An email will be sent out from the office to notify members of the opportunity to 

donate to a thank you gift. Donations can be placed in the offering, suitably marked. This gift will be 

presented on Sunday March 22. 

2. Sexton.  

A motion to look for a paid sexton for a part time position was made by Courtney Steiner and 

seconded by Donna Donelon. 

The job description will need to be finalized. Target date for this is the next executive council meeting 

on March 12.  

A motion to offer a position as sexton to Curt Gerth at fifteen dollars an hour for ten hours a week 

for a temporary adjustment period of thirty days to work in conjunction with property to 

determine the required number of hours was made by Mary Snyder and seconded by Bill Groff. 

Employment date will start Sunday February 23 and the adjustment period will run through 

March 14. 

3. Purchasing responsibilities. Items for purchase must be approved by the chair of the appropriate 

committee before they are purchased. If the item is not approved, the purchaser will understand that the 

item will be regarded as a donation. 

4. Offering envelope designations 

a. Ash Wednesday  Cash and envelopes  FISH 

b. Mid week Lenten offering Lutheran disaster response 

c. Maundy Thursday  Rampac 

d. Good Friday    Silver Springs/Martin Luther School 

e. Easter    Peace Church 

A motion to accept the designations for offering envelopes as presented by the financial 

secretary was made by Gary Schaeffer and seconded by Mike Cygan. 

5. Offering envelopes for 2021 need to be ordered by the end of February to obtain the 11% discount. 

A motion to approve the ordering of offering envelopes for 2021 was made by Courtney Steiner 

and seconded by Donna Donelon 

6. There was a discussion concerning the need for two congregational meetings in a year. The December 

meeting covers the budget, election of officers, and any motions for new business. The second meeting 

this year was more of an informational meeting, presenting the annual report. It was agreed that it is not 



necessary to make the congregation gather for a second meeting. We will still produce an annual report 

by the second week in February. Any questions or concerns related to this report may be addressed by 

attending a council meeting. This idea will be proposed to the congregation and voted on in December. 

If this is approved, it will require a change in the bylaws. This can be accomplished by a single vote, 

eliminating the February meeting requirement. 

This item can be tabled, moved to old business, and put on the docket for a vote in December. 

7. Paperless council meetings. Doug announced that this is our last council meeting where paper copies are 

distributed of minutes and reports. Going forward, we will follow the following procedure: 

a. All reports will be emailed to the Administrative Assistant by a deadline of the Thursday prior to 

a Council meeting. 

b. The Administrative Assistant will send out one email containing all reports to all members of 

Council. 

c. If paper copies are wanted, the council member may make them.  

8. Outreach sponsorship idea. 

Outreach has proposed that Peace sponsor a Little League team as a way of connecting with the 

community. Sponsorship costs $400.00 for the Spring season. We would like to sponsor Nate Ritter’s 

team. The funds for this would come from the New Ministry fund. We propose inviting the team to 

come to church on April 19 for a barbecue and a game of wiffleball. 

A motion to authorize the sponsorship of a Little League team was made by Courtney Steiner and 

seconded by Bill Groff. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:15 by Courtney Steiner and seconded by Bill Groff. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa Yates 

 

 

   

 

Congratulations to . . . 
Courtney Michener & Kyle Webster, who are planning to wed 

at the end of this Month at Peace. 

We wish you a  lifetime of health and happiness together! 



Peace-Tohickon Lutheran Church 

100 Old Bethlehem Road Perkasie, PA 18944 215-257-3294  www.peace-tohickon.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Congregation Council via join.me 

Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

2021 Term 2022 Term 2023 Term 

Doug Erney (1st)* Mike Cygan (1st)* Bill Groff (2nd)* 

Donna Donelon (1st)* Dianne Steiner (1st)* Melissa Yates (2nd)* 

Gary Schaeffer (1st)* Heidi Gerth (1st)* Mary Snyder (1st)* 

Courtney Steiner (1st)* vacant vacant 

 

An * indicates attendance. Pastor Dayle Malloy, Dottie Ritter, financial secretary, and Ellen Shelly, treasurer, 

also in attendance. 

 

1. The virtual meeting on join.me convened at 7 p.m. When all were connected, Doug led us in prayer 

 

2. Church closure. A churchwide email has been sent out stating that we will be closed until further notice. 

All groups that use the building have been notified. Access to the church building is restricted to 

essential personnel. No groups will be meeting at the building, including the garden group. Staff who 

need to access the building are encouraged to do so when no one else is there. Doug picks up the mail. 

He and Kurt are keeping an eye on the building. 

 

 

3. Call process. We have a candidate, recommended by the call committee. The executive council had a 

meeting with the candidate via join.me which was unsatisfactory because we had problems with 

connections. The call committee and executive council met via join. Me to discuss what to do next. It 

was agreed that the executive council and the pastor need to meet face to face to have the full measure of 

each other. With the current restrictions on gathering and travel, this is not possible. Doug has put a call 

through to the candidate expressing our interest, and setting a tentative time for a meeting. If we are still 

restricted on that date, another date will be selected. Here are the expected steps to be taken. 

a. Executive council, chair of call committee, and the pastor meet face to face 

b. A formal financial agreement is achieved 

c. The full council meets with the pastor face to face 

d. The pastor will come to conduct a service with our congregation. A deputy from the Synod will 

attend the service, and conduct a meeting afterwards which will include a sealed written vote 

from all members. If the vote is positive, the pastor has 5 days in which to accept the call. 

 

4. Employee salary continuity. Arrangements have been made to ensure that each person is paid as 

required. 

 

5. Communication with the congregation 

a. Written.  



i. Pastor sends out a weekly bulletin and sermon through email. She also sends devotional 

and encouraging messages. Chip posts all of these on our Facebook page. For those who 

have no internet access, Julia will mail copies to their homes. 

ii. Sunday school materials are being mailed to the children. 

b. Online.  

i. Church service. Pastor, Linda, Jen and Chip will meet to record a Palm Sunday service 

from the far corners of the sanctuary. This will be posted on YouTube and members will 

be sent information on how to access it. It is our hope that we can do the same for Easter, 

and beyond. Courtney will put the link on Instagram. 

ii. Sunday School. Randi is conducting her Sunday School class via Zoom. Those who want 

to participate should send Randi their email address. The meeting time will be 9 a.m. on 

Sunday. Randi and Gary will also lead a read-through of the bulletin and sermon that has 

been emailed to us at 10 a.m.  

iii. We hope to start a time of evening devotions and prayer on Thursday nights at 7 via 

Zoom. Randi will take care of getting us together, and Pastor will lead the meeting. Randi 

will send the meeting link to Julia, who will distribute it to the congregation via email. 

 

6. Finances. Offering that has arrived in the mail is locked up at the church. Dottie will pick up the 

envelopes and deposit them at the bank. We currently can’t convene counters, so the next step will be 

determined. Our bookkeeper Carol will go to the church when needed to write checks. Approval for 

purchases can be done by email. 

 

7. The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa Yates 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 



 



 


