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deanna.tomjack@cnedd.org 

Makala Hebbert 
Community Development 
Specialist 
makala.hebbert@cnedd.org 

Amber Ross 
Community Development 
Specialist 
amber.ross@cnedd.org 

 

CONNECT WITH US!  

Website: 
www.cnedd.org 

Twitter: 
@cneddofficial 

Facebook: 
Central Nebraska Economic 
Development District 

Mailing: 
PO Box 201 
Chambers, NE 68725 

The 2021-2022 year has been a busy one for our District. Even 
though the 2019 Floods occurred three years ago, we were still 
involved in disaster recovery activities, including assisting 
municipalities to apply for additional disaster funds.  
 
Disaster funds relating to the Coronavirus Pandemic also became 
available, and staff have worked very hard to bring those 
disaster dollars to our region.  
 
And with all that going on, we continued to serve our region 
through our traditional programs of making community 
improvements through grant funding.  
 
On behalf of the board and staff of the Central Nebraska 
Economic Development District, we thank you for your trust in 
playing a role in strengthening your communities, and our 
region as a whole.  

TJ Ellermeier, CNEDD and John Madsen, CNED Inc. 

This year we launched a Livestock Demand Survey, to identify the 
public’s support for increased processing of local meat products 
in our region. Our region’s #1 industry is agriculture, and our 
largest production of meat products comes from beef and pork.  
 
I know that in the past, the processing of meat was done more 
locally than it is today – and it is that rich history that we want to 
help restore to our region. “Keeping Your Meat Local” not only 
supports our local livestock producers, but it also offers a 
consistent supply of high-quality meat products for local 
consumers and creates workforce opportunities in our small 
communities.  
 
We give our heart and soul to helping our communities and our 
region, so that they continue to be a great place to live.  

Judy Petersen, CNEDD Executive Director 

Makala ⋅ Amber ⋅ Judy ⋅ Carla ⋅ Tish ⋅ Deanna 
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Community Improvement 

Two municipalities – the Village of Butte 
and Sherman County – were given 
authorization by the State to repurpose their 
unspent CDBG funds into public works 
projects to improve sidewalks that the 
Village and County owned. The goal in both 
cases was to replace sidewalks that were 
crumbling or breaking apart, to ensure the 
safety for all citizens and visitors.  

 

Spencer Marquee -  

The new gathering area and sign look fantastic! Spencer 
Community Economic Development, Inc. received a $31,700 
grant from USDA Community Facilities Program, with the 
assistance from CNEDD. They also received funding from the 
Spencer Community Foundation Fund, and the total cost of 
the project was $57,687.  

There is always something going on in Spencer, and the 
marquee sign will promote these events to citizens and visitors. 
“It was a genuine honor to work with everyone in  
 

 

beautiful facility, the sign is gorgeous, and I can just see many people gathering here throughout 
the years.” – Carla Kimball, CNEDD Disaster Recovery Coordinator. 

KBR Backhoe -  

Butte and Sherman Sidewalk Projects -  
The District was proud to assist many of our communities in repurposing Community 
Development Block Grant funds that were no longer being invested into the program they 
originated from.   

 

KBR Solid Waste, which serves Brown County, received a $21,600 USDA Community Facilities 
(CF) Grant and a $28,400 USDA Economic Impact Initiative (EII) Grant with the assistance of 
CNEDD. These grant funds have been used to purchase a 2018 Caterpillar backhoe loader, 
replacing a 35-year-old model when replacement parts have become difficult to obtain. Total 
cost of the backhoe loader was $79,700. 

 

Spencer to make this project happen. This is a  

The backhoe is an integral part of the transfer station. 
It loads and packs the trash onto the trailer box for the 
140-mile trip to Lexington Area Solid Waste. Every 
day, this backhoe loader is used on the iron pile, tree 
pile, and compost pile. 

These grant funds are essential to keeping the cost of 
operations for the transfer station economical for the 
citizens of Brown County. 

 

Butte - $101,658  Sherman County - $26,064 
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Housing Development 

North Loup Owner Occupied Rehabilitation -  

Valentine Rural Workforce -  
Valentine celebrated the addition of two new houses to 
their ever-growing market. The homes were built 
through the Rural Workforce Housing Program, a 
revolving loan program created in 2017, which will 
perpetuate the investment of funding well into the 
future. This Fund is targeted towards the development 
of housing units created for today’s workforce. 

 

The sounds of saws and hammers can be heard throughout the Village of 
North Loup, as flood-damaged homes are coming back to life. It was a 
different story in March 2019 as Winter Storm Ulmer, a bomb cyclone 
storm roughly equivalent in power to a Category 2 hurricane, hit 
Nebraska. Blizzard conditions and excessive rainfall contributed to rapid 
melting of ice and snow, resulting in flooded rivers and surface waters 
that breached levees, damaged roads, and left entire communities 
inundated. Prolonged rainfall continued into the summer, never fully 
allowing the ground to dry out before it would rain again. North Loup in 
Valley County was one such community. Rainwater from the flood ran 
through the village and into the basements of many of the homes. 

Lt. Governor Mike Foley commented how much fun it was 
to spend time in the City, as well as, “Where is the 
workforce going to live? Right here, in this gorgeous, high-
quality home. We just need to replicate this over-and-over 
again, all over this great state.”  

These are the fifth and sixth housing units that Valentine 
has been able to build or rehabilitate through the Rural 
Workforce housing program in as little as two years. 

A total of $200,000 was invested into these new units, with funding coming from the DED Rural 
Workforce Housing Fund, Nebraska Investment Finance Authority (NIFA), and the City of 
Valentine. The total cost to build these two homes was $280,000 each.  

 

representatives of DED, spoke on how the City is doing exemplary work with their housing 
in such a short time.  

Sheryl Hiatt and Morgan Pearson,  

CNEDD assisted the Village of North Loup with writing a 
Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF) grant to 
rehabilitate owner-occupied, disaster-affected homes. The 
Village received $252,000 for the rehabilitation of a minimum 
of eight homes. Rehabilitation work started last summer. 

Recovery from a disaster is a long-term process. We are 
excited to be preserving these homes for future residents of 
North Loup. 
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Broadband Initiative 

available for online participation, and households could 
also request a paper survey to be mailed to them.  
 
From this, the Livestock Demand Analysis Report was 
produced. The report contains the results of the surveys, 
comments received, and links to resources for those 
who may be interested in creating business 
opportunities for local meat processing.  

The report can be found on our website at: 
www.cnedd.org/livestock-demand. 

 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many meat processing businesses were impacted, including 
Nebraska’s top two sectors - beef and pork. CNEDD, as a recipient of CARES Act funds, was 
tasked with identifying the most crucial sectors impacted in our region, developing programs 
that would help our region recover as quickly as possible, and become more resilient to future 
disasters. Because agriculture is Nebraska’s #1 industry, and is of utmost importance to our 
region, we sought to identify the support for local meat (beef or pork) processing within the 
District’s 14-county region. 
 
CNEDD’s efforts involved the creation of the “Keeping Meat Local to Nebraska” survey with the 
help and guidance from representatives of our members. We sent the survey to each and 
every household in our 14-county region through Every-Door-Direct mailings, made it  
 

CNEDD has been partnering with other 
development districts across the state on the 
broadband speed mapping initiative. The 
results shown in the speed mapping initiative 
identified the lack of reliable internet speeds 
across the state. Communities can use the 
testing results to encourage providers to 
apply for grant funding designated for 
improving their internet speeds. Funding is 
coming through the Nebraska Broadband 
Bridge Act.  

 

Livestock Demand Analysis  

Most recently, the Nebraska Information Technology Commission applied for a Nebraska State 
Digital Equity Planning Grant. NITC sought assistance from NROC on creating a 5-year plan 
proposal for the application. The plan will be led by the State’s Digital Equity Manager and 
regional committees formed within each development district. They will be responsible for 
planning and create ways to improve broadband in libraries, senior centers, hospitals, and 
more. The planning committees will identify digital equity assets, do a gap analysis, and 
develop strategies to address the gaps.   

We are continuing our efforts to improve broadband throughout our region and are still 
gathering data at www.cnedd.org/broadband! 
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Grant Work This Year 

Anselmo - $401,597 – Community Center Improvements – CDBG  

Arnold - $37,500 – Planning – CDBG  

Atkinson - $23,520 – Solar Lights – USDA  

Atkinson - $362,600 – Mobile Clinic for West Holt Medical – CDBG-CV 

Burwell - $33,000 – Planning – CDBG  

Brown County - $868,291 – Building Construction/Equipment – USDA-ERHP 

Callaway - $15,000 – New Pool Study – CCCFF 

Cherry County - $435,000 – Tourism – CDBG  

Loup City - $435,000 – Street Improvements – CDBG  

Valentine - $500,000 – New Housing Construction – NAHTF 

Awarded 

Awaiting Approval 

Funding Sources 
CCCFF = Civic and Community Center Financing Fund 
CDBG = Community Development Block Grant  
CDBG-CV = Community Development Block Grant-Coronavirus  
CDBG-DR = Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery  
EDA = Economic Development Administration 
NAHTF = Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund  
USDA = USDA Rural Development  
USDA-ERHP = USDA Emergency Rural Health Program 
 

CDBG-DR – Flood Disaster Funding: 

 Ainsworth - $105,674 

Anselmo - $6,461 

Boyd County - $264,401 

Broken Bow - $726 

Brown County - $26,510 

Butte - $12,978 

Keya Paha County - $176,936 

Lynch - $15,062  

Mason City - $16,639  

North Loup - $43,642 

 

O’Neill - $20,241   

Rock County - $216,938  

Sargent - $10,839 

Springview - $13,964 

Wheeler County - $48,647 

 

Burwell - $521,600 – New Housing Construction – NAHTF 

Ewing - $431,640 – Rental Duplex – NAHTF 

CNEDD Region - $3.4 Million – Good Jobs Challenge – EDA  

CNEDD Region - $599,500 – Homebuyer Assistance – NAHTF  

CNEDD Region - $599,500 – Homeowner Rehabilitation – NAHTF 
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Each year brings new challenges and 
triumphs! We at CNEDD are on your 
team because no one person can do it 
all themselves. We are here to help you! 
- Deanna Tomjack 

Nebraskans are known for helping their 
neighbors, and our rural communities truly 
embrace that. CNEDD’s purpose is to help 
our neighbors and communities thrive.  
- Tish Tielke 

The coming year looks to be one of recovery, building resiliency, and continuing to improve 
our communities. Our goals for this year include the following services/needs: 

• ARPA Funded Projects – Several funding opportunities are available through the State’s 
allotment of ARPA funds. There are several opportunities, including the Housing Land 
Development Program.  

• Broadband Initiative Program (Continued) – Expansion of quality broadband services 
in our region is vital, to address business, education, and medical needs. 

• Community Improvement Grants (Continued) – Funding for community infrastructure 
improvements, housing development, planning, and tourism is available every year. 

• Livestock Processing Demand (Continued) – Exploration of the prospects for localized 
meat processing will begin to provide alternative markets for livestock producers and 
increase business and workforce opportunities. 

If you would like to learn more about our goals for the coming year, and would like to partner 
with us, just let us know. We are here to help you!! 

 

Outlook for 2023 

I think of all the 
accomplishments that 
we have achieved as 
a team, and it makes 
me even more 
excited for what the 
new year will bring! 
- Makala Hebbert 

I love what I do. Again, this year, we have 
continued to improve the quality of life for 
the residents of our region. How can we help 
you grow your communities' economy? 
- Carla Kimball 

 This work is so rewarding. We get to 
work with so many communities and 
leaders to further our region. I am so 
grateful that I get to be a part of it! 
- Amber Ross 
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CNHED Board Members: 

CNEDD Board Members: 

John Madsen (Stuart) 
Craig Brewster (Butte)  

 

Ed Brown (Long Pine) 
Kristin Olson (Ainsworth)  

TJ Ellermeier (Rock County) 
Gay Magery (Johnstown) 
Ed Brown (Long Pine) 

Amanda Sindelar (Atkinson) 
Cheryl Carson (Arnold) 
Diane Hurlbert (Garfield County) 

Kyle Kowalski (Loup City) 
Cecil Burt (Broken Bow) 
Kristy Beard (Bassett) 

 

CNEDD Members 
Counties: 

Blaine ⋅ Boyd ⋅ Brown ⋅ Cherry ⋅ Custer ⋅ Garfield ⋅ Keya Paha ⋅ Rock ⋅ Valley ⋅ Wheeler 

 

Ainsworth  
Anselmo 
Arcadia 
Arnold 
Ashton 
Atkinson  
Bartlett 

Bassett 
Broken Bow 
Burwell 
Butte  
Callaway 
Cody 

Comstock 
Ericson 
Ewing 
Greeley 
Johnstown 
Kilgore 

Long Pine 
Loup City 
Lynch 
Mason City 
Merriman 
North Loup 

To become a member of the Central Nebraska Economic Development District –  
Call 402-340-0106 or visit our website at www.cnedd.org. 

Communities: 

O’Neill 
Ord 
Page  
Sargent 
Spalding 
Spencer 

 

Springview 
Stuart 
Taylor 
Valentine 
Wolbach 
Wood Lake 

 


	CNEDD Members
	CNEDD Board Members:
	CNHED Board Members:

