
 
 
 

2020-2021 POL Virtual Competition FAQ 
 

Q: Why is the 2020-2021 New York State Poetry Out Loud completely virtual? 

A: Due to public health and COVID-19 concerns, we have restructured Poetry Out Loud 
into a completely virtual program. In order to participate in the Regional competitions 
and New York State final, students must record videos of their poem recitations and 
upload their videos by Friday, January 15, 2021. As in the past, poems should be 
recited from memory.  All video submissions should be uploaded to Dropbox. Please 
see the full submission guidelines on how to submit, including tips for video recording. 

Q: Why do students have to submit recordings of their poetry performances? 

A: To avoid any issues with internet connections, we decided to have all students 
submit pre-recorded performances.  We want every student to be able to present their 
best performances, regardless of their access to steady internet service.  

Students will be asked to attest that their video recitations were indeed recited from 
memory and that their videos were not edits or altered (this includes not adding 
graphics, titles, music, virtual backgrounds, etc.). 

Q: Will my friends and family be able to see me perform in Poetry Out Loud this 
year? 

A: Yes! We will be broadcasting the six (6) Regional Competition videos on Saturday, 
February 13th. Broadcast times will be announced in January.  You can invite friends to 
watch the livestream broadcast on our YouTube channel or Facebook page. After the 
13th, the competition recordings will be available on our YouTube channel. 

Q: How do I register to compete in a Regional competition/How do I register a 
student at my school to compete in a Regional competition? 

A: In order to compete in a regional competition, all students must submit their poems, 
poem order and signed media release forms in a completed Regional Competition 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/Pig2fi7JplLZJOfwO7Ih
https://www.dropbox.com/request/Pig2fi7JplLZJOfwO7Ih
https://twc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/How-to-Submit-to-the-NYS-Poetry-Out-Loud-Competition-12.24.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5VKTNPV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5VKTNPV


intake form and upload three separate poem recitation videos to Dropbox no later than 
Friday, January 15, 2021. Results of the Regional Competitions will be shared on 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 in a Poetry Out Loud Broadcast marathon. Tune in via 
Youtube or Facebook! 

Q: What information do I need to submit when I register for a Regional 
competition? What student information will I need to provide when registering my 
students to the Regional competition? 

A: No later than Friday, January 15, 2020, the following materials must be submitted 
in order to compete in a 2020-2021 New York state Poetry Out Loud Regional 
Competition: 

● Have a parent or guardian complete the Media Release form. 
● Submit your poem titles, poem order, personal bios for each round and upload 

the media release form in the Regional Competition intake form. 
● Record your three poem performances as separate videos. They should be 

saved as MP4 files. **Important!** The filename should include your last name, 
first name and the Round in which you want the performance to be included. 
Example: Smith, Jane - Round 1 

●  Upload your three videos to the Regional Competition Dropbox folder by Friday, 
January 15, 2021 

Q: Will judging be scored the same this year? 

A: Yes, there are very few changes to judging this year. Similar to previous years, there 
will be an accuracy judge and three judges for each competition. We are asking all 
judges to view each recording only once and to judge based on that viewing alone, to 
create an experience most like the live competitions. Judges will score independently 
and privately. The evaluation criteria is the same as previous years and can be 
accessed via Poetry Out Loud’s website. 

Q: How can I access the POL anthology? 

A: You can access the online Poetry Out Loud anthology here. 
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