
THE BOOKMARK

COVID-19 has had a major impact on our community and our library system.
Back in April, St. John the Baptist Parish had the highest death rate per capita
for coronavirus in the country. We are now in a recovery stage and continuing
to comply with all state and federal guidelines. The rate of deaths has
decreased and our library system is in the process of opening back completely
to the public.

Libraries are one of the few places that anybody can go to without the
expectation of having to buy something. It’s the very basic thing of being able
to go somewhere so you can use the restroom, or being able to go somewhere
to stay cool and hydrated. That’s called loitering in every other business, but
not a public library.

Libraries also serve as a lifeline for low-income families. We provide social
resources for disadvantaged children and seniors, not to mention internet
access in rural communities for those who can’t afford it.

While our physical locations may have shut down, our libraries offered a
wealth of digital content. Card holders were able to take advantage of our
databases, such as Hoopla, OverDrive, and Lynda to check out e-books,
audiobooks, movies, and much more. A web based chat system was also
offered to individuals to ask library related questions. Curbside Pickup was
introduced for patrons to place items on hold through our library catalog or by
using our live chatting system. Virtual programming was introduced using our
social media platforms. Everything from story times to crafts are now done
virtually. All of these things are still being hosted by our library system and will
continue in the future.
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“Book Talk”
Carlos Diaz, supervisor of the Roland Borne Sr.
Memorial Library (Edgard) will host a Book Talk
for the month of August. “Station Eleven” is a
2014 novel by Emily St. John Mandel. The novel
takes place in the Great Lakes region after a
fictional swine flu pandemic, known as the
“Georgia Flu,” devastated the world, killing most
of the population. For more information, call
(985) 497-3453.

“Air Fryer Cooking Tips” 
Shanel Morris, library assistant at the Leroy D. Williams
Memorial Library (Reserve) will be offering quick air
frying cooking tips that she has learned from using the
device. One tip is to add water to the air fryer drawer
when cooking fatty foods. This helps prevent grease from
getting too hot and smoking. For more information, call
(985) 536-4107.

“Community Highlight”
Every month, a community member will be highlighted for their
contributions to the parish. For the month of August, Jamman
Kenner, a East St. John High School graduate and now OBGYN
will be featured. Kenner strives to inspire the youth of this
parish by letting them know that the sky is not the limit; they can
reach far beyond. Look for his video on our Facebook page.

(ADULTS)



Lets Talk About Our New Logo (pictured on the first page)
The logo reflects:
o Our history of strong ties to the community through our Oak Tree, signifying strength and growth.
o The outline of a face reflecting our audience.  ‘I see myself in my community library, or I see myself
growing in this library.’
o The stacks of the books through the outline to the left of the spines represents the many books that 
we have to offer.
o The colors reflect the green of the marshes, leading to our calming light (peach/orange) for
nourishment, and moving upward seeking the future in the blue of the sky.

“Happiness Happens Month”
Happiness Happens Month is a whole month
dedicated to celebrating what makes you happy.
The holiday is based on the premise that
happiness is unlimited and contagious and that
sharing one’s happiness can bring a lot of joy in
other people’s lives. Raquel Parks, library
assistant at the Norris J. Millet Sr. Library (Central)  
will create a display focusing on literature that we
have here that can contribute to patrons
happiness. For more information, call
 (985) 652-6857, ext. 1102.

“Make Shoppe”
Join Rona Joseph, our Program Coordinator on

ZOOM for a virtual crafternoon from the comfort

of your home. Connect with friends, old and new,

while social distancing. All supplies will be

provided for pickup. For more information, call

 (985) 652-6857, ext. 1502.

“Sports Trivia”
Test your sports knowledge with a fun trivia

game. Carlos Diaz, supervisor of the Roland

Borne Sr. Memorial Library will host the game for

sport lovers to indulge in. For more information,

call (985) 497-3453.



“Kidtivities”
Our Children's/Outreach Librarian, Trina Smith, will
host programs for children of all ages that will explore
books, STEM activities, crafts, and videos introducing
them to the world of art, outer space, superheroes,
and life under the sea throughout the month of
August. For more information, call (985) 652-6857, ext.
1501.

“Online Class Tips”
Olivia Boudreaux, library assistant at the Norris J. Millet
Sr. Library will create a video informing recent high
school graduates on tips about online college classes.
For more information, call (985) 652-6857, ext. 1102.

"Simply Paint"
LaDean Troutt, reference assistant at the Frazee-Harris
Memorial Library will host a simply paint session where
children, ages 8 and up are able to paint a beautiful
summertime beach themed photo. All supplies will be
provided for pickup. For more information, call 
(985) 535-6868.



"Storytime with Sing-Along"
This weekly program is a time for young children (1
to 5) and their parents or caretakers to interact in a
comfortable setting. Each session will include
stories, rhymes, finger plays, and sing-alongs. If
you’re interested in stimulating your young one’s
mind, join us! For more information, call Trina
Smith, Children’s Librarian,  (985) 652-6857, ext.
1501.

“Welcome Back”
DeeJaye Miller, library assistant at the Norris J. Millet
Sr. Library will create a display showcasing how going
back to school will look different after COVID-19. The
video will cover all ages: pre-school to college level
students. For more information, call (985) 652-6857,
ext. 1502.

"Storytime"
"The Gingerbread Man" will be read and an
activity will be associated with the book. Join
Carolyn Mendoza, Leroy D. Williams
Memorial Library's new supervisor for this
great program. For more information, call
(985) 536-4107.

St. John the Baptist Parish Library (Facebook)
@StJohnLib4 (Twitter)

@stjohnparishlib (Instagram)



NORRIS J. MILLET, SR. LIBRARY (CENTRAL)
2920 New Highway 51 

LaPlace, LA 70068 
(985) 652-6857

 JoAnn Proctor—Supervisor

LEROY D. WILLIAMS MEMORIAL
LIBRARY (RESERVE)

170 West 10th Street 
Reserve, LA 70084 

(985) 536-4107 
Carolyn Mendoza—Supervisor

 

ROLAND BORNE SR. MEMORIAL
LIBRARY (EDGARD)

2979 Hwy 18 
Edgard, LA 70049
(985) 497-3453  

 Carlos Diaz—Supervisor

FRAZEE-HARRIS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
(GARYVILLE)

111 Historic Front
Garyville LA 70051

(985) 535-6868
   Elmira Duhe—Supervisor

Lisa T. Wilder - President
Virgie Johnson - Vice President

Blaine Tatje - Treasurer
Leatrice Arlie

Eloise Joseph
Maria Coy

Denise Burrell

LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL


