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Re imagining  ART 
From product to process-  

From known to unknown-  
From teaching to awakening  

 
 

AWAKENING  
AESTHETIC  

AWARENESS 
 

Awakened sense is the basis for all art forms. All art is 
result of direct experience. Rather than teaching skills 
to sing, paint, draw etc what needs to be done is to 
awaken the sense- to see, to hear, to observe, to feel, to 
touch, to move… 
 



 
S e n s i n g  
F e e l i n g  

K n o w i n g  
 
 
 
 
Art as a means to observe the world, to awaken the aesthetic 
sensibilities and connect to the beauty or the organic order 
inherent in nature/ life . 
Senses can be kept alive only by providing opportunity for 
children to use them in an organic way by seeing, touching 
and exploring the real world. autonomously.  This helps in 
integrating S e n s i n g ….F e e l i n g ……K n o w i n g  the 
world in its totality with our whole being. 
 
 
 



Learning to see 
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WHY?  Reimagining Art  
All children are born artists but the manner in which art is conducted 
today clearly create several non – artists and very few artists due to  
various factors of which the main are the focus on skills and the final 
product. In fact the very notion of art itself need to be relooked at. Art is 
seen as a savior to address the damages of schooling in general which is 
 
 
 in the present context of schools is as damaging as every other aspect of 
the school just by introducing art is not going any problem. 
 
For some strange reason schools tend to treat beauty and creativity as 
something that belongs to the art class and all the other subjects are 
devoid of beauty and creativity. Hence we have termed some professions 
as creative professions. I can’t understand why mathematics, physics or a 
biology class need not have creativity and beauty as the basis for 
learning. 
Beauty and creativity are the fundamental principle of being alive. These 
are rooted in our biology, the original stuff with which we are made. 
Eliminating senses and beauty from our  educational process have killed 
true creativity as well as produce beauty disabled people. The real 
learning disability is caused by this educational process.  The learning 
disability that is now being spoken of is really our inability to adjust to 
the wrong educational process! 
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Exploring the LINES 
 in nature 



 
Exploring the color in nature 

 



 
 

Reimagining Art  

from art as  product to art as  Process 
From compartmentalized ‘art’ to experiencing the totality of nature. 

 
If we were to focus on the 'process' of making ‘art’ rather than teaching various skills, 
children would acquire qualities related to observation - seeing- develops patience 
and also  interest, makes them present and hence meditative, . In such an approach 
all the participants are directly connecting with various aspects of nature, 
establishing one to one relationship with the beauty around. In this case all the 
senses are also involved. Of course seeing is the most important activity that gets 
connected to nature but all other senses also begin to sharpen as when one sense is 
activated other senses also gets awakened.  

From known to unknown 
Shifting the content from  conceptual ideas/ readymade books to the real world   

 Readymade topics and notions, either from books or from teacher denies the child 
to be in the realm of unknown, to wonder, to hold doubts, to explore etc. Secondly, 
art is held within the classroom often with clear instructions! This can be shifted 
outside the classroom so that children can directly connect with nature and any  non 
interfering adult would be fine to initiate this process. Only such a situation can help 
children to develop and fine tune creativity. Creativity is the ability that can function 
when faced with the unknown.  

From teaching to awakening  
The act of teaching denies children their authentic use of senses and the 
development of finer qualities and sensibilities that gets awakened in the process of 
direct engagement with life around. Creating conditions for enabling children to do 
things on their own helps them to develop qualities and abilities that make them 
totally self reliant. The authentic and rooted sense of beauty can only be awakened 
by letting children to explore various attributes of nature.  
 
More importantly the adult also has to become a co-participant in observation, 
documentation and learning. 
 



Learning to make 
Learning to observe 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reimagining Art  
To extend the idea of art in to an opportunity for sensing, 
feeling and knowing the world, there by re rooting oneself to 
the world. 

 
To open up the cognitive potential of drawing to observe, analyze, abstract and articulate 
the way the world appears to children 
 
To encourage ‘teachers’ to be learning with children and to make them question the way 
instructions are given to children and to question the equation of hierarchy 
 
To explore various aspects of nature that are also elements that awaken the sense of 
beauty in us like color, lines, texture, forms, shape, light, movement, patterns, geometry 
etc. In short to awaken our aesthetic awareness. 
In this way the impact of alienation caused by  existing education is reduced. 

Objectives  
of the art 
workshop 

Activities      
drawing, 

coloring, making 

Drawing as a means to observe the present, recollect 
the past and imagine the future. 

 

Present 
Drawing as a means to observe the day to day happenings at home, school, in the social 
space,  nature, objects, vehicles, animals, people,  street scene and recording of various 
events/ festivals/ various day to day activities, and also a means to observe oneself. 

Past 
Drawing as a means to recollect spaces, events / festivals/ various day to day activities, 
and also a means to recollect one's own life 

Future 
Drawing as a means to imagine various scenarios of how things would be. 
 

Coloring for exploring colors in nature. How color changes ( various stages of growth, 
color interaction etc ), how color transforms, transition or shades of color 
Making/ Shaping- with clay, paper, cloth etc……… Recreating the world. 



 
 

Reimagining Art  
Drawing helps in enhancing observation as it would make us 
observe what we draw more consciously. This can be 
achieved by seeing also but drawing helps in eye hand co 
ordination.  In that sense drawing needs to seen as the tool 
that will help the child to observe the world around. Child in 
fact naturally does this. Almost all children draw and then for 
some reason most stop drawing.  
 
To draw means to learn to abstract the three dimensional 
world into the two dimensional world which itself is a huge 
cognitive achievement. What drawing does is to ensure that 
children are constantly connected with the world as drawing 
can only be done if one observes the world. 

 
Potential 
drawing 
Drawing is  
the play of 

children in two 
dimensional 

surface 
 

Drawing is the playing that children do on two dimensional spaces. In the three 
dimensional space, i.e., in the real world children play, provided they have their way. But 
when they are forced into the two dimensional world of the book, they draw. whatever 
they can got hold of. Apart from the pen and pencil, their own fingers come to help while 
drawing on the plate, misty windows, etc. 
Through their drawings children are able to understand how the world looks—the form, 
what happens around them—both in the natural world and the social world.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Potential drawing 
Draw the world to know the world  

Children draw what they see 
 

Isn't it interesting that Children initially draw 
only the face of human beings, that too only 
the face  and just a line or so to represent 
body  where as all other objects, they draw 
the side view. It is clear that that is the way 
we experience things. We notice the face 
much more than rest of the body normally. 

Drawing as cognition 
What children draw is showing the process of 
abstraction and comprehension of the world 
they are engaging with. How three dimensional 
objects like house, bus, car etc gets 
represented initially as one plane and how 
these complex figure gets represented 
gradually showing its three dimensionality.   



 
Material requirements and other 

logistics 
 LCD projector – 
1. drawing sheets, A4 size is also fine. 10 
papers per person will be the count. 
2. Pencils for all with few sharpeners, NO 
ERAZER, please. 
3. poster colors- set of basic 6 colors. Three 
persons can share one set. 
 

4. two brushes each- one of 1 size and the 
other of 3 size. 
5.  6 inches scale, one scale  per person 
7. Scissors- one for a group of Three 
8. Glue stick- one for a group of three. 
9. Natural clay (about 15 to 20 kg per 
person. 
10. A3 cartridge sheets 5 per person 



 
Existential Knowledge Foundation 
 
The initiative, ‘ re imagining schools’ (from 2011 June till 2014 August) brought together a 
group of people to question the present school system and to explore what and how 
children learn naturally. During this period they were able to provide an environment for 
children to explore the world autonomously. This enabled them to observe, document 
and study what children do spontaneously and were surprised to see a total logical system 
at work in what they do. This group formed Existential Knowledge Foundation to take this 
exploration further. The Initiative has been holding samvaads, workshops, retreats, talks 
and even attending conferences to create awareness about the true nature of learning, 
the need for authenticity and originality, need for creating conducive environment for the 
overall development of children, how to create that environment etc 
http://existentialknowledgefoundation.org/ 
 
 
K.B. Jinan 
Jinan's area of expertise is in understanding how learning happens and the involvement of 
senses in the process of learning. His work is deeply influenced by an understanding of 
aesthetics, and beauty in nature and life around us. He has worked with schools, design 
and architectural institutions and also with traditional artisans communities 
experimenting with pedagogy. His research on how children learn and how learning and 
teaching (enabling learning) happens in craft communities, spreads over thirty odd years 
which began consistently while doing post graduation in Design from NID, Ahmedabad. 
 
From 2011 july to 2014 August he was part of an initiative called RE IMAGINING SCHOOLS 
where a deep study on how and what children learn naturally was done. This also gave 
him an insight into how values, skills and attitudes gets developed etc. see the link 
http://sadhanavillageschool.org/ 
 
In that past 8 years or so he has been taking classes for the first years (foundation 
program) in various design and architectural colleges and also interacting with teachers 
who deal with first year students. http://www.rethinkingfoundation.weebly.com  
  
To know more about K.B. Jinan and his work visit: https://jinankb.in   
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